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Program: Frank Karnauskas N1UW:  

AMSAT and amateur satellites 

Frank Karnauskas 
N1UW, AMSAT's VP - 
Development, is joining 
us for a presentation on 
Amateur Radio 
satellites, AMSAT's 55 
years in space, and 20 
years of ARISS.  
 
With AMSAT celebrating fifty-years in space and ARISS 
celebrating twenty-years on board the International 
Space Station, 2020 was a banner year for Amateur 
Radio in Space.  Frank Karnauskas, N1UW, AMSAT Vice 
President – Development will bring us up to date  on 
what’s happening in the high-flying world of Amateur 
Radio satellites.  You’ll see just how easy it is to get 
started in this unique facet of our hobby with equipment 
you probably already have. 
 
For this meeting, forget about driving and instead fire up your 

computer.  Due to the ongoing pandemic and related health & 

safety guidelines and protocols for senior care facilities, Boutwells 

Landing remains unavailable for public use. Boutwells Landing staff 

foresees that will be the case into 2021. We will therefore continue 

to hold the monthly Saturday meeting virtually using the SARA 

WEBEX conference room. Meetings will begin at 9:00 AM., but Joe, 

KCØOIO, will open the WEBEX room around 8:15 AM for “Morning 

Coffee” each month.  

Announcements 

 

The regular monthly meeting returns on 
January 9, 2021 via Webex.  
 
Meeting: Frank Karnauskas N1UW: 
AMSAT and amateur satellites.  Current 
Members will receive a meeting invitation 
via email from Joe, KCØOIO.  
SARA's virtual monthly meetings are 
open to all.  
Go to https://tinyurl.com/y2wgpl6z  
to join the meeting. 
 

 

SARA On the Air 
Phone Round Robin Ragchews & Net 
(All Times are Local - Central) 
> Daily “Lunch Room” Crew: 12:00 - ? 
SARA 2m Repeater* ... Weekdays 
> Daily Top Band Crew: 20:00; 1.966 
MHz LSB or USB +/- QRM (alternates: 
21.316 +/- MHz, 50.166 MHz) 
> Monday 75m Crew: 09:00; 3.856 
MHz LSB +/- QRM 
> Tuesday (TMT): 19:00; SARA 2m 
Repeater* 
> Wednesday Informal Net: 21:00; 
SARA 2m Repeater* 
> Sunday Digital Net: 19:00; 3.584.15 
MHz USB (500-1000 Hz) on waterfall 
(Mode announced via email) 
 
Can’t Find Us On the Air? 
... Monitor SARA Repeater! 
 
*SARA 2m Repeater: 147.060 MHz; 
Positive Offset; DCS/DTCS 026 
Normal) 

http://www.radioham.org/
https://www.amsat.org/
https://tinyurl.com/y2wgpl6z


 

Bandwidth from the President 
 

Greetings from my shack, de Joe KCØOIO. 

Happy New Year! There is plenty to be optimistic about for 

2021, most notably the possibilities of a return to some sort 

of normal interaction as more and more of the population receives vaccinations and the pandemic 

restrictions ease. 

We have the annual election of officers during this month’s meeting. I want to thank Dan Stubbs KEØIYF 

for his time as Director the past two years. Dan chose to not run for another term as that will allow 

another member the chance to help direct the Association. The slate of officers nominated during the 

December meeting is presented elsewhere in this issue of Signal from SARA. 

I am hoping that we will at least be able to hold the Radios in the Park gatherings again once the 

weather warms enough. Outdoors and in open spaces there is ample opportunity to spread out at safe 

distances and still enjoy the camaraderie and friendship that is an important part of the Stillwater 

Amateur Radio Association. Looking beyond, I am optimistic that we will be able to resume our Saturday 

monthly meetings in the fall of this year. 

The FCC recently announced a couple of actions of note, as I am sure many of you have seen. Beginning 

June 29, 2021, a valid email address will need to be provided on all applications. If no email address is 

included, the FCC may dismiss the application as “defective.” Additional details can be found on this 

arrl.org page: 

http://www.arrl.org/news/fcc-to-require-email-address-on-applications-starting-on-june-29-2021. 

The second action announced by the FCC is the implementation of a $35.00 application fee for amateur 

radio license applications. This fee will apply to all new license applications, license upgrades, vanity 

callsign applications, and renewals. There will be no fee for administrative updates such as change of 

address or email address. When you consider the 10-year term of our licenses, $3.50 a year or less than 

1 cent a day, it is a minimal price. The start date of the new fee has not been set yet. 

The ARRL and many others filed comments in firm opposition to the originally proposed $50 fee. The 

FCC is required to switch to a cost-based system of assessment by the RAY BAUM act passed by 

Congress in 2018. Eliminating the fee for the Amateur Radio Service (ARS) was not an option available, 

as no exemption for the ARS is provided in the RAY BAUM Act. See more info at: 

http://www.arrl.org/news/fcc-reduces-proposed-amateur-radio-application-fee-to-35. 

One of the arguments against the application fee for amateur radio operating is the emergency 

communications capabilities provided by the ARS.  

The FCC noted “Emergency communications, for example, are voluntary and are not required by our 

rules. As we have noted previously, ‘[w]hile the value of the amateur service to the public as a voluntary 

noncommercial communications service, particularly with respect to providing emergency 
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communications, is one of the underlying principles of the amateur service, the amateur service is not 

an emergency radio service.’” 

That last statement has gotten a lot of feathers ruffled in amateur radio social media outlets – with 

many sounding the death knell of ARES and in the long-term, amateur radio. Here’s the thing. This is not 

a new statement by the FCC – the statement says so itself. 

Consider this: The FCC refers to the various radio uses as “Services” be it Personal Radio Service, Family 

Radio Service, General Mobile Radio Service, Citizens Band Radio Service. Multi-Use Radio Service, yes 

even the Amateur Radio Service, plus a multitude of other radio services. Therefore, the FCC uses the 

term “Service” in a broader sense of the term, applying it to various groupings of radio communications. 

Does the fact that the FCC states that the amateur radio service is not an emergency radio service mean 

the death of ARES or be considered a slap in the face of amateur radio operators?  Of course not! 

The Amateur Radio Service is admittedly a hobby radio service that provides a benefit to the community 

in the form of emergency communications capabilities. Participation is voluntary! Go back and read that 

whole statement from the FCC again. You will see that the FCC acknowledges the value of amateur radio 

service as a voluntary service and that providing emergency communication is one of the principles of 

amateur radio. We, as participants in the amateur radio service, provide added value to the emergency 

response community, but we should not consider that value added to an emergency radio “service” that 

is “critical.” 

The Amateur Radio Emergency Service (ARES) will continue to be a viable and important component in 

emergency communications support as long as volunteer amateur radio operators step up, prepare, and 

participate, as they choose. ARES is evolving and needs to remain at the table as a provider of trained 

and highly skilled communicators ready to serve as needed. 

SARA members are at the forefront of local ARES efforts. John Regan KAØHYR is Washington County 

Emergency Coordinator, John Rohow NØDZQ is Chisago County Emergency Coordinator, and Ryc Lyden 

KDØZWM serves as MN Assistant Section Emergency Coordinator – Liaison to MNVOAD and other 

organizations. I thank them for their dedication and service. 

SARA’s monthly Saturday meeting continues to be held virtually using the SARA WEBEX conference 

room. Meetings will begin at 9:00 AM. The WEBEX room opens around 8:15 AM for “Morning Coffee” 

social gathering. The meetings are open to all members and visitors alike. The SARA room is at: 

https://stillwateramateurradioassociation.my.webex.com/meet/w0jh 

Frank Karnauskas N1UW, AMSAT’s Vice President – Development, is joining us this month to inform and 

enlighten us as to the Amateur Radio satellite service, AMSAT’s 55 years, and the 20th anniversary of the 

Amateur Radio in the International Space Station (ARISS) program. 

I wish you all well. Stay Safe – Stay Healthy!  

 

73 es CUL de KCØOIO  
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Membership Dues 
 
SARA ended 2020 with 119 members, which is 5 more than at the end of 2019. As of 
January 2nd when this is being written, we have 95 members for 2021, Applications and 
dues for 2021 have been coming in steadily over the past month and the online system 
available on the radioham.org website is being used more than initially expected. 
 
The online process does include a modest convenience fee of $1 for a one year 
renewal to cover the added expense involved with PayPal, but is convenient and 
eliminates the postage cost. If you choose to not use the online process, you can still 
access the membership form found on the radioham.org website, which can be printed 
and mailed with your check, or send the membership form electronically and then mail 
your check. Memberships are not processed until payment has been received.  
 
Checks should be made out to SARA and sent to: SARA, 1618 Pine St W, Stillwater, 
MN 55082. Annual dues for regular membership is $20 and associate membership is 
$10. Having an amateur radio license is a requirement to be a regular member but no 
license is required for associate membership. The basic difference is that a regular 
member has voting privileges and may hold a SARA office, while an associate member 
does not have those privileges. While we do list a “family membership” as well, that 
person would need to be a licensed ham with the cost & privileges being the same as 
for an “associate membership”. From an administrative side, associate and family 
memberships are processed in the same manner. 
 
Memberships are based on an annual calendar year ending Dec 31st, and late 
membership payments after Jan 1st will not extend expiration beyond Dec 31st. 
Memberships that have expired in 2020 are still on the roster and email list, but will be 
removed if renewals have not been processed by 1/9/2021. With the major holiday 
season behind us, I anticipate several of our expired members will be renewing prior to 
the January monthly meeting.  
 
The accompanying list shows all current members as of 1/2/2021, with 
memberships good until Dec 31st of the year listed. Be sure you review the list and let 
me know if you have any questions. While the current membership list is missing some 
from last year, we have had several new members who have joined SARA  from the 
middle of 2020 until now. Once we get through the Covid issue and back to where we 
can have some of our more regular in person activities, it will be great to be able to 
again match up the call signs with the faces of our members. Thank you to all who have 
continued to support SARA as we proceed into the new year.  
 
Please send any questions as well as updates to your membership or license status to: 
Trustee@radioham.org 
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Membership List as of 3 January 2021 
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Call First Last Name Exp 

no call Rudy Rodriguez 2021 

no call Craig Morris 2021 

no call Dave Lee 2021 

no call Dick Hammond 2021 

AAØU Zack Zaccagnini 2021 

AC9F Chuck Fritz 2021 

AD6QT Tom Klaesges 2021 

ADØSN Rich Smith 2021 

AEØJT Al Van Duren 2021 

AEØSL Stan Leeson 2021 

AGØH Keith Miller 2021 

KAØHYR John Regan 2021 

KAØNKU Jeannette Pasek 2021 

KAØOBI Steve Bonine 2022 

KAØPLT Dick Johnson 2021 

KB9WTB Ron Jansen 2022 

KBØPCF Duke Fuehrer 2021 

KBØUXV Nate Timm 2021 

KC9GEJ Dan Wayner 2021 

KCØOIO Joe Heitzinger 2021 

KD9QPO Dan Gabrielson 2021 

KD9RFJ Tom Beane 2024 

KDØDEO Dan Salzl 2021 

KDØEAP Greg Schroeder 2021 

KDØHRM Scott Parker 2021 

KDØHRN Candee Parker 2021 

KDØJTG Jacob Heitzinger 2021 

KDØLPY Ray Hoyt 2021 

KDØSVO Frank Carlson 2021 

KDØVKB Randy Olson 2021 

KDØWGH John Kuzma 2021 

KDØZWM Ryc Lyden 2021 

KEØGOM Doug Plunkett 2021 

KEØIYF Dan Stubbs 2021 

KEØIYN Collin O'Connor 2022 

KEØMUW Joe Thompson 2021 

KEØN Eliot Ricciardelli 2021 

KEØOGI Pete Petersen 2021 

KEØQAQ Pam Jungwirth 2021 

KEØQBE John Olcott 2022 

KEØQQM Chris Lindberg 2022 

KEØQQN Mark Lindberg 2022 

KEØROH Julie Leikam 2021 
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KEØROJ Robb Jacobs 2021 

KEØROK Owen Skroch 2021 

KEØSCA Dave Baker 2021 

KFØAQF Paul Brandt 2022 

KFØBSA Gordy Dalbol 2021 

KFØCCK John Hannigan 2021 

KFØCCL Michael Rude 2021 

KFØCCM Samson Hulme 2021 

KFØCRI Craig Martin 2022 

KIØB Jim Stemwedel 2021 

KØAIF Dave Leikam 2021 

KØCFL Carl Lindholm 2021 

KØGCP George Power 2023 

KØGW Greg Widin 2021 

KØHAS Henry Schwartz 2021 

KØSON Bruce Jungwirth 2021 

KØVOB Anne Leikam 2021 

KØZZT Ray Pilgrim 2023 

KT9C Tenney Crichton 2021 

N5JLZ John Zuercher 2023 

N5LB Lionel Booth 2021 

N9EZC Dick Miller 2021 

N9ILW Tom Belongia 2021 

N9JNQ Dave Iverson 2021 

N9TOW Doug Farrell 2021 

NØANP Michael Ostlund 2021 

NØBJE Brian Edgell 2021 

NØBM Brian McInerney 2021 

NØCIC Bill Jones 2021 

NØCQ Ken Newton 2021 

NØDRX Shel Mann 2021 

NØDXH Mary Mann 2021 

NØDZQ John Rohow 2021 

NØNKL John White 2021 

NØODK Mike Paskeuric 2022 

NØTXW Dave Mangin 2021 

NØUC Dick Roberts 2021 

NØUHR Tom Voigt 2021 

VE3MXJ Brad Harris 2021 

W3QLC Joe Hibberd 2021 

W9LHG John Lyon 2022 

WAØKKE Mike Knox 2021 

WAØTDA Pat Tice 2022 

WB9OKQ Lyle Miller 2021 

WDØAKZ George Pasek 2021 

WQØN Russ Morris 2021 

WØDIK Dick Auld 2022 



 

 
 

 
SARA Special Event 
WØJH Ice-olation Station  
February 13, 14 & 15, 2021 
 

 
This year, in keeping with COVID-19 social distancing requirements, we will operate from our 
individual QTHs … not from frozen Lake Elmo as in the past.  
This marks the 8th consecutive year, the club is sponsoring and conducting this Special Event. 
 

Although all SARA members may participate, we strongly suggest those with Special Event or Field 
Day operating experience take part. By taking charge of “pile ups” where multiple stations are 
calling at the same time, it’s likely you could have 5 or more stations calling you at once! However, 
if you think you’d like to give it a try … Please let Joe (KCØOIO), Bob (WØGAF) or me know you’re 
interested. We can give you some pointers and steer you toward some times and bands that the 
rate of contacts is not as hectic. 
 

General 
We will again use a “Distributed Operating System” (DOS) format, as we did for the Remembering 
the Edmund Fitzgerald special event. Each operator will be scheduled to participate from their own 
QTH. Each Op will have selected agreed upon time(s) when and where they can operate. Each Op 
must operate in accordance with their license class and use the club’s call sign, WØJH. We will have 
multiple stations simultaneously using the same call sign, operating on different bands.  
 

When, Where & What 
● Days: Feb. 13, 14, 15 (Saturday – Monday) 
● Times: 0800 – 1759 local; 1400 – 2359 UTC (some variations depending on mode & band) 
● Bands/Frequencies: Anywhere (Published: 80m (3.860), 40m (7.260), 20m (14.260), 15m 

21.360)) 
● Modes: SSB, CW & Digital 

 

Scheduling (instructions for Online Scheduling to follow) 
● Determine when you can operate, what mode(s) & bands 
● Sign-up will be done online (1-hour shift increments are commonly recommended) 

 

Logging 
● We strongly encourage Ops to use computer-generated logging programs (especially N3FJP 

ACLog and others) with ADIF export capabilities  
● For those without computer logging, talk with one of us about recommendations, details, 

etc.  
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WØELC Jim Feesl 2021 

WØGAF Bob Jensen 2021 

WØOXB Dave Glas 2021 

WØSU Joe Koppi 2021 

WØWTP Jim Anderson 2021 



 

 
 

  To help us with planning/scheduling:  
  If you are interested in participating in the event, please complete & return your input 
……………. 
 

  :: Do you have experience operating in a “pile up”?  
 

  Approximately how would you like to operate: 
  :: How many days & how many hours?    
:: What mode(s)?  
 

  :: What band(s)?            :: Do you have a computer logging program?  
   

If Yes, which one? 
 

  Return to: 
  Dave, WØOXB:  David.Glas@radioham.org 
 

 
 
 

Recent Member Assistance Program (MAP) Antenna Projects 
de Dave (WØOXB) 
 

‘Tis the season to stay inside and operate … well, if you’re ready. I certainly don’t have to tell 
you it’s winter already; heck, it’s even a new year. (Let’s hope it work works out better than 
2020!) And, you new and “ole salt” hams know you need a good antenna to make contacts.  
 

The able-bodied crew of SARA MAP antenna volunteers jumped into action at the end of 2020. 
Kidney stone and cold WX aside; here’s what was accomplished in 
December: 
::  Center-fed Zepp at Brian’s (NØBJE) Vadnais Heights QTH (~200’ 
long, ~65’ high, 100’ ladderline) 
::  Center-fed Zepp at Carl’s (KØCFL) Stillwater QTH (~200’ long, ~60’ 
high, 100’ ladderline) 
::  Center-fed Zepp at Sen’s (KE5VXM) St. Paul East Side QTH (~200’ 
long, ~62’ high, 75’ ladderline) 
 

Here’s a special TNX to the SARA volunteers who helped: 
Brian (NØBJE), Carl (KØCFL), Paul (KFØAQF), Ray (KØZZT), Sen 
(KE5VXM), Greg (KDØEAP), George (KØGCP),   Joe (KCØOIO), & Dave 
(N9JNQ) …  And a very special shoutout to those braving the elements 
at Sen’s. 

Note: Each of these installations were on the cool side. The most 
challenging was at Sen’s where the temperature was slightly above 
freezing and the wind was heavy and gusting. TNX for Sen’s XYL Chloe 
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for taking photos and for all the Afterglow goodies! Here are a few photos taken at Sen’s 
antenna installation.  
 

Final comments: 
:: MAP is NOT just for antenna assistance. If you need help with any aspect of Amateur Radio, 
please let a SARA officer know. We promise to help where we can! (Brian, NØBJE, and several 
others have been working very hard to assist some of our newly licensed hams with finding 
available equipment and getting them on the air.)  
:: Our volunteers’ gratification comes from seeing/hearing our members successfully and 
actively on the air.  
:: This program is only one of the benefits that SARA membership offers.  

   Please be sure to keep your membership current. (Have you paid 2021 

dues?!)   
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Monthly On-Air Emergency Exercises:  “First Tuesdays” 
 
 
Ever hear the phrase “Be Prepared?” 
 
In an effort to emphasize operating from emergency power, we plan to operate our on-air 
activities one day of each month … the first Tuesday with emergency power. Starting January 5, 
SARA operators are asked to use emergency, non-commercial, grid power when operating. Use 
batteries, generators/inverters, solar cells or whatever you have to produce 

power for our operation. 
 
“Be Prepared” if you can, but don’t worry if you 
don’t have emergency operation capabilities. 
Check-in anyway. You’ll learn ways to get on the 
air in case your power goes off. We’ll be discussing 
common, safe practices for operating off the grid. We can guarantee 
you’ll be better prepared the more you participate. 
 
 

 
 
First Tuesday Sessions Planned thru March: 

● January 5  
● February 2 
● March 2 

Participate when you can: 
● Lunch Room (noon) 
● Two Meter Tuesday (7:00 pm) 
● 160m Round-Robin Ragchew (8:00 pm) 

 
Note: All SARA members operating any sessions by Emergency Power will be given Special 
Credit by the Group Leaders.  😊 
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Remote Base Station Update - 2021 Station Overview & New Client 

Software  

by Patrick Tice, wa0tda@arrl.net  

Stations WØEQO, WØZSW, and 

WAØTDA are all up and running as we 

begin the new year.  Here is your 2021 

station overview. 

W0EQO – Northern Minnesota in the 

tall pine forest near the headwaters of 

the Mississippi; Kenwood TS-480SAT 

radio equipped with speech readout 

feeding a 300 foot OXB Special dipole 

antenna fed with 450 ohm ladder line 

and a current balun.  160 through 6 

meter operation. Grid square is EN27mc 

in Hubbard County, MN USA. Callsign 

admin is WA0TDA.  Station hardware admins are N0CIC & WA0TDA. 

W0ZSW – Metro Minnesota Twin Cities location at WA0TDA QTH; Icom IC-7300 radio feeding an 

off-center fed dipole antenna.  80 through 6 meter operation.  Grid square is EN34mw in 

Washington County, MN USA. Callsign admin is KA0PQW.  Station hardware admin is WA0TDA. 

WA0TDA – Metro Minnesota Twin Cities location at WA0TDA QTH; Icom IC-7200 radio feeding an 

inverted vee maypole antenna system fed with underground coax. 160 through 6 meter operation. 

Grid square is EN34mw in Washington County, MN USA. Callsign & hardware admin is WA0TDA. 

All of the above stations can run up to 100 watts and all are SSB and CW capable. All are subject to 

occasional maintenance outages or weather outages. Please contact wa0tda@arrl.net to report a 

problem with any of them. 

The quick start guide is for anyone who wants to install and use the RCFORB HF remote base client 

software from Remotehams.com with a minimum of time and effort. That would be most of us! A 

quick start guide shouldn’t be wordy, so let’s just use some simple steps to get you up and running. 

IMPORTANT:  Register with Remotehams.com using YOUR CALLSIGN as the username, or this will 

not work! 

Get the WA0TDA RCFORB Quick Start Guide in PDF: 

http://tice.us/wa0tda/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/The-WA0TDA-RCFORB-Quick-Start-Guide.pdf  
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2021 Note:  Always choose the newest version 0.9 version of the client software, NOT the version 0.8 

as is recommended in the guide.  The old 0.8 version will be deprecated due to the removal of Adobe 

Flash support in Windows. 

 

When you visit the Remotehams download page, be sure to choose the latest version 0.9 software, 

which does not use Adobe Flash. 

I have made two YouTube videos on the use of the RCForb software.  This one is for the free 

Windows version: 

https://youtu.be/V3Sw2aC6Gcs  

2021 Note:  Always choose the newest version 0.9 version of the client software, NOT the version 0.8 

as is recommended in the video.  The old 0.8 version will be deprecated due to the removal of Adobe 

Flash support in Windows. 

This one is for the Android version, which you can buy from the Play Store for under $10: 

https://youtu.be/1zZOK34pj9M  

If you are a blind user, be sure to check out the K8HSY guide: 

http://handiham.net/index.php/2016/08/02/remotehams-users-manual-for-blind-hams/  

The Handiham Radio Club also has a useful website: 

http://handiham.net/  

 

Good luck & good DX in 2021 and have fun with the radios! 

73 - Pat  wa0tda@arrl.net   
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One more membership reminder 
 
A membership form can be found on the radioham.org website and can be mailed along with 
your check made out to SARA, to the preferred address of: SARA, 1618 Pine St W, Stillwater, 
MN 55082. Dues for regular membership is $20 and associate membership is $10. Having an 
amateur radio license is a requirement to be a regular member.  
 
Please send any questions as well as updates to your membership or license status to:  
 
 Trustee@radioham.org 
 

Go to Radioham.org, then ABOUT, then Membership Application.  The PDF application has 
information about where dues payments should be mailed and how checks should be made 
out.  If you are joining us for the first time, fill out the application and return with your dues.  If 
you are simply mailing in a check, this is also a good time to let us know about any changes of 
address.  
 
Thanks and we hope to hear you on the air and at upcoming meetings! 
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Upcoming events 

 

● SARA Lunchroom - M - F Noon to ? 

● “First Tuesday” begins on Tuesday, January 5, 2021.  See page 10.  

● SARA Virtual Eyeball QSO Party "Ask The Elmers Night" - Thursday January 7 via Webex 

● January Meeting:  Saturday, January 9, 2021 - Virtual meeting via WebexJanuary 14 "Do's and 

Dont's of Shack Setup" - Tom Gillispie WØTFG.  

● February 2: “First Tuesday”. See page 10.  

● February 2021 SIGNALS article submission deadline:  Sunday February 7, 2021. 

● February 11 "Using the MFJ-259/269 Antenna Analyzers" Martin Jue K5FLU (founder and owner 

of MFJ Enterprises) 

● February Meeting:  Saturday, February 13, 2021 - Virtual meeting via Webex 

● Ice-olation Station WØJH - February 13-15, 2021 

● March 2:  “First Tuesday”. See page 10.  

January Business Meeting:  SARA 2021 Slate of Officers 

Joe Heitzinger, KCØOIO (Incumbent) - President 

Bob Jensen, WØGAF (Incumbent) - Vice President 

Dave Iverson, N9JNQ (Incumbent) - Secretary 

Rich Smith, ADØSN (Incumbent) - Treasurer 

Zack Zaccagnini, AAØU (Nominee) - 2021 & 2022 Director 

Doug Farrell, N9TOW (Not up for election) - 2020 & 2021 Director  

Note: The SARA Trustee officer is an appointed position; chosen by the elected officers 

Incumbent Trustee: Shel Mann, NØDRX 
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A Note from the Editors 

This edition of the 2020 -2021 Signals season is produced on a new platform, Google Docs.  It 

replaces Microsoft Publisher, which has served us well for many years, because it has new 

features that make editing easier and more universally accessible.  We can now accept your 

article submissions as .docx (Word-compatible) files complete with embedded graphs and 

photos, something that was a real headache in the old system.  Anyone can use their word 

processing software to create a compatible doc file for submission.  

Formats for submission of articles 

● Microsoft Word or compatible formats, with file extensions .doc, .docx, etc. Embedded 

pictures and graphics are okay (and preferred) in this format.  

● Text files, either plain text or rich text; .txt, .rtf, etc. It’s easy to just create your document 

and send it to wa0tda@gmail.com as an attachment if you like.  

● If you have been using Dropbox to submit in the past, you may continue to do so.  

 

More about Google Docs 

Google Docs also employs advanced AI to recognize errors, going beyond simply finding spelling 

errors.  Editing the newsletter happens in real time, with everything being keyboarded also 

being saved on a cloud server.  Documents can be set with permissions for multiple editors, and 

it is easy to create copies on the cloud server to experiment with layout or to just work on a 

copy while preserving the original.  Since everything is web-based, any computer or device 

capable of use as a writing tool can edit as long as the internet is available.  It is as easy to edit 

with Linux or Apple as it is with Windows.  No specialized publishing software is needed.  The 

final copy can be converted to the universal format PDF, also completely accomplished by 

Google Docs in the cloud.  
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