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WØJH 

Announcements 

 

 

  Signals from SARA 

SARA On the Air 
 

SARA Phone Roundtables  
Daily @ 20:00 Local:     
(except Tuesday & Thursday): 
1.966 MHz LSB +/- QRM  
(alternate: 21.316 MHz USB) 
 

Monday @ 09:00 Local:   
3.856 MHz LSB +/- QRM  
 

Tuesday @ 19:00 Local: 
24.955 MHz USB +/- QRM  
 

SARA Repeater Weekly Net 
Wednesday @ 21:00 Local: 
WØJH Repeater          
147.060

+
 MHz (Positive offset)  

114.8 Hz  TX tone (required) 
156.7 Hz  Receive tone 
 

Digital Net  
Sunday @ 19:00 Local: 
3.58415 MHz  (500-1,000 Hz) 
(mode announced Sunday via 
email broadcast) 

 
 

Can’t Find Us On the Air? 
... Monitor SARA Repeater  

 
 

 

Monthly Meeting:  
December 9, 2017 

Meeting: 09:00 

Boutwells Landing  
Auditorium C (Gables Wing) 

NEW Location! 
 
 
 

Program:    
Ask/Stump Elmer! 

 

  
Pre-meeting:  
~07:30 - 08:45  

Breakfast & Coffee  
Perkins Restaurant 

 2050 Frontage Rd W 
Stillwater, MN 

Proud affiliate of the Courage Kenny Handiham System 

 

December 
2017 

December 9 Meeting Program 
Auditorium C (Gables Wing) 
NEW Location! 
  

Ask/Stump Elmer! 
 

If you’re like most hams, some-
where along the line you’ve had 
trouble getting some thing to 
work the way it should. Regard-
less of what you do or how you 
do it, you can’t make things right. 
As good problem-solvers (some 
may be better at creating than 
solving problems!), we like to figure out and resolve is-
sues by ourselves. But there are times when we’d like to 
throw in the towel. Before calling it quits, we’ve turned to 
friends and Elmers for help. This is the basis for this 
month’s program. 
  

As the Radio Shack TV commercial put it: 
“You’ve got questions, we’ve got answers?”  
 

At this month’s meeting, we’ll have an opportunity to ask 
questions and solve issues. Joe (KCØOIO), Bob 
(WØGAF) and Dave (WØOXB) have offered to moderate 
an interactive question and answer session. When it 
comes to solving problems, we’ve learned there’s more 
than one solution. Our problems are usually not unique - 
and others have been thru the same or similar issues. 
Hear how others have succeeded in “skinning the cat.” 
 
Bring questions or send to OXB Dave. (see page 4) 
 
One thing is certain; those who attend will learn a 
thing or two! 

http://www.radioham.org/
http://www.boutwells.org/gpc.iml
http://www.handiham.org/drupal2/
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From the Shack 

Notes from the President 

 
 
 
 
 
Greetings from my shack, de Joe KCØOIO. 
 
It’s the Holiday Season… already?  
 
The annual election of officers will be held at the January 13th, 2018 SARA 
meeting. The SARA Executive Board consists of 7 members, President, Vice 
President, Secretary, Treasurer, Club Trustee, and two Directors. Directors 
serve 2-year terms, with terms expiring in alternating years.  The positions of 
President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer and one Director (2018-2019 
term) are up for election. Vice President Keith Miller, AGØH; Secretary Steve 
Bonine, KAØOBI; and Treasurer John Zuercher, N5JLZ; have all decided to not 
seek another term. The 2-year Director term held by Bob Jensen WØGAF is 
expiring. Bob has agreed to be a candidate for Vice President for 2018. So, 
here’s the bottom line, SARA needs your service as an officer of the Associa-
tion to ensure its viability, vitality, and future. We need candidates for Secretary, 
Treasurer, and 2018-2019 Director, and welcome additional candidates for 
President and Vice President. If you are interested and willing to take on a lead-
ership role in SARA, please let myself or one of the Board members know. I’d 
like to have a slate of candidates prepared and presented at the December 
14th Board Meeting. 
 
I recently received some suggestions from a newer member of SARA. The sug-
gestions focused on providing an online forum for members to post questions, 
answers, reviews, and items for sale; as well as a video channel for posting vid-
eos of presentations, how-to videos, and other video-based media. I passed the 
suggestions along to the Board and several select members for additional dis-
cussion and feedback. The comments I received back were enlightening, high-
lighting what we already offer our members. And that we do fairly well with 
mentoring already. There is always room for improvement. 
 
SARA is one of the most active clubs in Minnesota. Our weekly Eyeball QSO 
sessions provide members with the opportunity to get personal assistance for 
just about any question about Amateur Radio they may have, from operating, 
radios, troubleshooting, interference and noise issues, computer interfacing, 
software issues, kit-building, and the list goes on and on. We have scheduled 
Skills Nights that focus on a given topic, recent topics have included crimping 

Continued on next page 
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coax connectors, digital multi-meters, antenna analyzers and FLDIGI.  
 
The Member Assistance Program or MAP provides one-on-one assistance to 
SARA members. Antenna work is the highest (literally and figuratively!) profile 
of our MAP projects, but not the only thing MAP does. MAP assistance has re-
cently included help programming HTs, troubleshooting Arduino programming, 
one-on-one mentoring on the use of an amplifier with an antenna tuner, digital 
modes set-up and operating. Our special events always have MAP as an un-
derlying component, you can’t help but learn things like antenna construction 
and placement, using a manual tuner, and operating skills. Radios in the Park 
is another venue for MAP, in an outdoor environment and operating portable.  
 
I guess what I am saying here is that yes, while an online forum such as a 
Google Groups page or groups would be helpful to members in a more instan-
taneous manner, we already have many opportunities in place for hands-on, 
face-to-face interaction. One advantage of an online forum is that it becomes 
an archive that can be searched to find if your answer is already there. Another 
consideration for an online forum is the need to administer and moderate the 
forum, which can be a time-consuming undertaking. What are your thoughts?    
I would like to hear what you think. We’ll have some discussion on this at the 
upcoming Monthly and Board meetings in December. 
 
The Dec 9th meeting program takes up where we left off last December with 
Ask/Stump the Elmer – the next level! Got a question, ask it and see if you can 
stump the collective “Elmer” that SARA is.  Don’t forget the pre-meeting Break-
fast will be at Perkins Restaurant 2050 W Frontage Rd (Hwy 36 & Washington) 
in Stillwater at 7:30 AM. I have a family wedding that day, so I will be there this 
month, but the rest of the breakfast gang hopes to see you there!  
 
 
73 es CUL, 
de Joe (KCØOIO) 
 
Boutwells Meeting Room Change!   
Our Saturday, Dec. 9 meeting has been moved to the nearby  
Auditorium C. (Boutwells has an activity which takes precedence over SARA for 
our normal meeting room.)  

WANTED 
RF signal generator 

lylemiller2075@frontier.com 
 

 

mailto:lylemiller2075@frontier.com
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Saturday, December 9 Meeting 
Ask/Stump Elmer  
Questions & Answers Session  
 

Questions already submitted: 
:: What is a Ground Loop? (If you have one, how can you get rid of it?) 

:: What are the advantages of using Ladderline vs. Coax? 

:: What is the proper way to adjust ALC? (How does ALC work?) 

:: What is meant by Split Operation? (When do you use it?) 

:: Where do you put an SWR meter? 

:: Why does the microphone occasionally burn your lip and finger? 

:: Which is better; an Automatic or Manual Antenna Tuner? 

:: What’s a “Q” Code and where should you use it? 

:: How can you quickly program 20 memories into a new VHF/UHF HT? 

:: What’s the difference between 120VAC & 240VAC ... for an amplifier? 

:: What does “Q5 Signal; S10” mean? 

:: What is the proper (legal) way to ID your transmission? 

:: What is the best radio to buy when first licensed? When you upgrade? 

:: How can you effectively use a “Noise Meter?” 

 Bring questions to the meeting or send to OXB Dave 

SARA Needs YOU! 

Get involved ... 

Make a difference ... 

Have fun! 

ww.radioham.org  
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2018 Memberships are Due 

With the end of the year upon us and nominations for 4 SARA officer and 1 director 

positions being taken at the December 9th Regular meeting, it is time to get 2018 dues 

paid. Memberships run on a calendar year from January 1st through December 31st, 

so there is no point delaying payment until later in the year. Regular dues are $20 per 

person and associate or family memberships are $10 per person. Only regular mem-

bers have voting privileges and may hold a SARA office. Election of officers is in  

Janurary and anyone whom has not submitted dues for 2018, will be removed from  

the SARA Roster and email list by the end of January. 

We are ending 2017 with 99 members, and as of November 20th when I am writing 

this, we have 52 members for 2018. Thank you to all whom have submitted dues for 

the coming year as well as 5 whom have prepaid dues for 2019 and 1 whom is prepaid 

through 2020.  

The following are current members for 2018:  

AB8WF, AD6QT, ADØSN, AGØH, KAØOBI, KB9WTB, KC9GEJ, KCØOIO, KDØHRM, 

KDØHRN, KDØJTG, KDØLPY, KDØPKY, KDØVKB, KDØWGH, KEØGOM, 

KEØGON, KEØIYF, KEØIYG, KEØIYN, KEØMUW, KEØPCW, KØAIF, KØCCR,     

KØGCP, KØGW, KØHAS, KØHKP, KØNHI, KØSON, KT9C, N5JLZ, N9JNQ, N9TOW, 

NØBJE, NØCQ, NØDRX, NØDXH, NØMR, NØODK, NØUHR, VE3MXJ, VE3XT, 

W9LHG, WAØTDA, WD9DNQ, WDØFSA, WØDIK, WØFL, WØGAF, WØOXB, 

WWØZZT. 

If you are not on this list, your membership will expire on December 31, 2017. 

Be sure and let me know of any changes in your contact information, as well as       

license class and call sign changes, so I can update the roster. Also contact me direct-

ly with any questions or issues regarding membership status. While everyone is wel-

come to attend SARA meetings, only current members with valid contact information 

on file will be able to receive prompt email information regarding SARA events and ac-

tivities.  

Checks for dues should be made out to SARA and sent to:  
 
Treasurer, John Zuercher N5JLZ, 935 Ferndale St N, #209, Maplewood, MN 55119. 
 
Do not mail cash, but checks or cash may be given in person to John or myself. 
 
73, 
Shel NØDRX 
Trustee@radioham.org 
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Ice Station WØJH Special Event  
on Frozen Lake Elmo (Feb. 17-19)  
 

Event co-chairs Bob (WØGAF) and Dave (WØOXB) are coordinating the logistics in-
cluding, but not limited to, organizing shelter, power, food/drink, erecting antennas, 
hooking-up radio equipment and scheduling operators. We’ll be setting up and operat-
ing from a portable ice fishing, 
tent-type shelter with a porta-
ble heater. The shelter will be 
located on the east side of the 
lake.  A multi-band HF anten-
na (center-fed Zepp; sur-
prise!) will be supported by 
trees on the shore. The shel-
ter and all gear will be taken 
down and stowed each even-
ing following operation. The 
QTH of Dave (KEØAIF) be-
gins at the shore, and contin-
ues on the other side of Lake 
Elmo Ave. N. He is offering 
free parking to the first twenty cars. Dave also is hosting the very important after-hours 
critiquing/networking sessions. No word yet on mincemeat or other pies! 
 
Unfortunately this event is not for everyone. There is no public access to this portion of 
the lake; our station will not be handicap-accessible (terrain to the lake is very steep). 
Mobile/portable station operation is permitted and encouraged from the parking area at 
AIF Dave’s QTH. John (N5JLZ) already has first “dibs” on an end-fed antenna off of a 
50’ windmill tower. 
 
Dates / Times / Schedule:   
February 17, 18, 19, 2017 (Presidents' Day weekend) 

Saturday, 2/17: 10:00 am Setup, Operating until ~4:00 pm 
Sunday, 2/18: 10:00 am – ~4:00 pm 
Monday, 2/19: 10:00 am – ~4:00 pm (~4:00 – 5:00 Dismantling) 
Frequencies: 3.860, 7.260, 14.260, 21.360, 28.360 MHz 

     ::  Tune +/– 20 kHz if QRM 
     ::  SSB mode; digital operation may be used by those interested 
 
QSL certificates will be available when requested via email address:   
IceStationW0JH2018@radioham.org 
 
Event announcement is already posted on the ARRL web site (Special Events) and will 
be published in the February issue of QST. 
 
If this sounds like your kinda fun – don’t wait; contact Bob or Dave and reserve 
your spot!  
Visitors are welcome but for liability insurance reasons, all scheduled OPs must be SARA members. 

2017 Radio Ops 
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ON THE WATERFALL 

By Joe Heitzinger KCØOIO  

(PODXS 070 #1601 & LONP #256, DMC #05351, 

EPC #19663) 

 

Greetings all! Welcome to “ON THE WATERFALL.”   

The SARA HF Digital Net continues to be a popular gathering on Sunday evenings. 

We’ve had as many as eleven check-ins, along with regular participation from many 

members as well as a couple of regulars from the Thunder Bay area. The net starts at 

7:00 PM Central. The net usually runs about 30-45 minutes and wraps up in time for 

the gang to move to 160m for the SARA 160m Round Robin Rag Chew. You too can 

join us for this enjoyable digital modes net. The net is usually on or about 3.582.15 to 

3.584.15 (depending on mode), centered between 500-1000 Hz up on the waterfall. 

The net does move up or down the band depending on the suggested frequency for 

the mode of the night. I send a reminder out via e-mail sometime Sunday that includes 

the mode and frequency for that evening’s session. The SARA HF Digital Net will not 

meet Sunday, December 24 and I am undecided yet on Sunday, December 31. 

So, you want to participate in the SARA HF Digital Net and give digital modes a try, 

but aren’t sure what you need to be able to work digital modes? It is fairly simple. A 

sound card rig interface is required. Depending on your rig, this may be an external 

interface such as a RigBlaster, SignaLink USB, or RigExpert along with a transceiver-

specific interface cable. It is best to use an external interface with an integrated sound 

card and USB connection to your computer. Many of the newest transceivers available 

today, the Kenwood TS-590 Icom IC-7300, Elecraft K3S, and Yaesu FT-DX series 

have integrated sound cards in the rig.  

The next piece is the computer software to decode the audio into text that you can 

read. Since we try different digital modes on a regular basis, a multi-mode digital 

modes software program such as the free programs FLDIGI and MultiPSK are need-

ed. Ham Radio Deluxe with Digital Master $99.95 and MixW $70 are available for pur-

chase. Programs such as DigiPan (PSK31 & 63) and DXLab WinWarbler (PSK, RTTY 

& CW) are limited to a small set of modes and therefore not optimal for regular use 

with the SARA HF Digital Net. 

Software set-up can be easy, or it can be confounding. By the time you read this col-

umn, we will have held a FLDIGI Intro and Set-up Skill Night. We will continue with 

FLDIGI skill sessions in the coming weeks, and we might even jump into the world of 

WSJT-X. 

Speaking of WSJT-X, Version 1.8.0 is now out of beta and is in full general availability 
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release. The current version, as of this writing, wsjtx-1.8.0. The program is available in 

formats for Windows, Mac, and several flavors of Linux. The source code is also avail-

able. It can be found at the WSJT website at https://physics.princeton.edu/pulsar/k1jt/

wsjtx.html.  

FT8 continues to fill the airwaves with signals, many so low you cannot discern them 

by ear. It is proving that in at the low point in the sunspot cycle, there is still propaga-

tion. I’ve recently heard that a special DXpedition version of FT-8 is being developed 

for the upcoming KH1 Baker Island DXpedition. They plan to use this special mode on 

6-meters, where propagation will be problematic. Give FT8 a try and you’ll find that the 

bands aren’t as dead as you that they were.  

Until next time, 73 and I hope to see you on the waterfall!  de KC0OIO. 

 

 

 

 

SARA HF DIGI NET  
 

The Digi Net is at 7:00 pm Central Sunday evenings. The net usually runs in about 30-

45 minutes and wraps up in time for the gang to move to 160m for the SARA 160m 

Round Robin Rag Chew. Join us for this enjoyable digital modes net on 3.584.15, 

centered between 500-1000 Hz up on the waterfall. I usually send a reminder out via 

e-mail sometime Sunday that includes the mode and frequency for that evening’s ses-

sion. The SARA HF Digital Net will meet every Sunday at 7:00 pm Central, unless oth-

erwise noted, into April.  

 

SARA Needs YOU! 

Get involved ... 

Make a difference ... 

Have fun! 

ww.radioham.org  

https://physics.princeton.edu/pulsar/k1jt/wsjtx.html
https://physics.princeton.edu/pulsar/k1jt/wsjtx.html
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ARES Nets 
 

::  ARES Nets: Dec. 3rd ; 7 PM, 146.985; No PL Tone 

     Dec. 15
th
: NO NET 

::  SEMARC ARES Check-ins: Dec.6,13,20,27; 8 PM; 146.985 

::  ARES Nets: Jan 15 only, 7 PM, 146.985 

 

Please post this by your radio and/or kitchen table and try to check in once or 

twice per month and enjoy the topic. John (KAØHYR) has the schedule for NCS 

and topics laid out for the year; he has left several open for “any available NCS”, so 

contact John jeregan@mnmicro.net  and get some practice as a Net Control Station. 

This is the most valuable ham position at a real disaster activation, so get your skills 

up now while practice time is available; The script for the NCS is also available. You 

will be surprised at how quickly your skills rise to the top or are renewed and it be-

comes second nature.  

 

HF Nets in MN (some ARES, some Section nets, some club nets): 

::  SARA FLDigi Digital Net: 7 PM Sunday; 3.584.15 MHz 

::  ARRL MN Phone Net; 12 noon, 5:30 PM Daily; 3.860 MHz 

::  ARRL MN Section (CW) Net; 6:30 PM, 9:50 PM Daily; 3.568 MHz 

::  MN ARES FLDigi Digital Net: Thursday, 8 PM, 3.583,5  MHz USB, Olivia 8-500 

 

HF Nets with Neighboring States: 

::  North Dakota: 6:30 PM Daily; 3.937 MHz 

::  South Dakota: 6 PM Daily; 3.870 MHz 

::  Wisconsin: 5:30 PM Daily, 3.985 MHz 

::  Iowa: 12:30 PM, 5:30 PM Daily, 3.970 MHz 

::  Michigan Digital Traffic Net (MIDTN), Thur. 7 PM, 3,583.50 kHz, USB, Olivia 8-500 .  

 

VHF Digital Nets: 

::  SEMARC FL Digi Net: Every Wed. Sept.-May; Voice check In 146.985;  

     digital check-in 144.950 

::  Scott County ARES Net, Monday, 7 PM; 147.165R; also 146.535 S  

 

TNX es 73, 
John (KAØHYR) 
Washington County EC 

mailto:jeregan@mnmicro.net
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CW Works 

Submitted by  John Lyon, W9LHG 

Recently on the Elecraft reflector, Wayne Burdick, N6KR, 
co-owner and principal designer of Elecraft, wrote a brief 
piece on why he is a CW fan. He has been experimenting, 
as I have, with the new FT8 digital mode. Here is his com-
ment on the experience.  
This is reprinted with the personal permission of N6KR. 
       

I find that CW has many practical and engaging aspects that I just don't get with  

computer-mediated modes like FT8. You'd think I'd be burned out on CW by now, over 

45 years since I was first licensed, but no, I'm still doin' it.  

 

Yes, FT8 (etc.) is a no-brainer when, despite poor conditions, your goal is to log as 

many contacts as possible with as many states or countries as possible. It's so 

streamlined and efficient that the whole process is readily automated. (If you haven't 

read enough opinions on that, see "The mother of all FT8 threads' on QRZ.com, for 

example.) 

 

But back to CW. Here's why it works for me. Your mileage may vary. 

 

CW feels personal and visceral, like driving a sports car rather than taking a cab. As 

with a sports car, there are risks. You can get clobbered by larger vehicles (QRM). 

Witness road range ("UP 2!"). Fall into a pothole (QSB). Be forced to drive through 

rain or snow (QRN).  

 

With CW, like other forms of human conversation, you can affect your own style. Make 

mistakes. Joke about it. 

 

CW is a skill that bonds operators together across generations and nations. A lan-

guage, more like pidgin than anything else, with abbreviations and historical constructs 

and imperialist oddities. A curious club anyone can join. (At age 60 and able to copy 

50 WPM on a good day, I may qualify as a Nerd Mason of some modest order,  

worthless in any other domain, but of value in a contest.) 

 

With very simple equipment that anyone can build, such as a high-power single-

transistor oscillator, you can transmit a CW signal. I had very little experience with 

electronics when I was 14 and built an oscillator that put out maybe 100 mW. Just 

twisted the leads of all those parts together and keyed the collector supply--a 9-volt 

battery. With this simple circuit on my desk, coupled to one guy wire of our TV antenna 
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mast, I worked a station 150 miles away and was instantly hooked on building things. 

And on QRP. I'm sure the signal was key-clicky and had lots of harmonics. I've spent a 

lifetime making such things work better, but this is where it started.  

 

Going even further down the techno food chain, you can "send" CW by whistling, 

flashing a lamp, tapping on someone's leg under a table in civics class, or pounding a 

wrench on the inverted hull of an upside-down U.S. war vessel, as happened at Pearl 

Harbor. Last Saturday at an engineering club my son belongs to, a 9-year-old demon-

strated an Arduino Uno flashing HELLO WORLD in Morse on an LED. The other kids 

were impressed, including my son, who promptly wrote a version that sends three in-

dependent Morse streams on three LEDs. A mini-pileup. His first program. 

 

Finally, to do CW you don't always need a computer, keyboard, mouse, monitor, or 

software. Such things are invaluable in our daily lives, but for me, shutting down every-

thing but the radio is the high point of my day. The small display glows like a mystic 

portal into my personal oyster, the RF spectrum. Unless I crank up the power, there's 

no fan noise. Tuning the knob slowly from the bottom end of the band segment to the 

top is a bit like fishing my favorite stream, Taylor Creek, which connects Fallen Leaf 

Lake to Lake Tahoe. Drag the line across the green, sunlit pool. See what hits. Big 

trout' DX. Small trout' Hey, it's still a fish, and a QSO across town is still a QSO. Ad-

mire it, then throw it back in. 

 

(BTW: You now know why the Elecraft K3, K3S, KX2, and KX3 all have built-in RTTY 

and PSK data modes that allow transmit via the keyer paddle and receive on the rig's 

display. We decided to make these data modes conversational...like CW.) 

 

Back to 40 meters.... 

 

73, 

 

Wayne, N6KR 

 

 

Thanks, Wayne. After 64 years of hamming, I completely agree. I can only do 30 wpm 

on a good day, but it is still rhythmic music to my ears. And I love the tactile feeling of 

the paddle as I reach out and touch someone. 

Keep the faith, baby!  

Continued on next page 
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Also from Wayne…  Fun with the KX2 

 

CQ WW CW is one of my favorite "sporting events" of the year. This year I tried 

something different, operating for about half an hour using the KX2 hand-held, at     

10 W output, with a whip. Band conditions weren't great, but I made about 20 contacts 

total using 15 and 20 meters, including quite a bit of DX (JA, YW, XF, KH, VY1). 

Couldn't quite get Tonga (A31). 

One thing that really helped was the rig's dual watch feature. I was able to leave VFO 

A parked on a DX station that required a few calls to get through while tuning around 

with VFO B to find subsequent stations to call. 

On top of that it was a beautiful day. I felt a bit sorry for all the guys who were stuck 

inside, even if they did have the edge with their KW+ stations and rotating towers 

 

73, 

Wayne, N6KR 

 

P.S. The Elecraft KX2 will literally fit in the palm of your hand, and weighs 13 ounces. 

It has a CW key attached to the front of the unit. Also, for pedestrian mobile, you must 

have a counterpoise wire on the ground trailing you for the whip to work. These 

QRPers are tricky.  (Image credit: Elecraft) 
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WØJH “Remembering the Edmund Fitzgerald”  
Split Rock Lighthouse Special Event - Recap 
 

This year’s big SARA 
event was the 13th con-
secutive year we’ve par-
ticipated and marked the 
42nd anniversary of the 
sinking of the Edmund 
Fitzgerald.  
 
We made nearly 900 
“Qs” (contacts) and ~300 
stations have requested 
QSL certificates. Shel 
(NØDRX) has been rec-
onciling and digesting the 
log data and it looks like the majority of contacts were on 20 and 40 meters.  
 
Those are pretty good numbers for operating ~17 hours total and only operating two 
stations full time. A special TNX to Connie (WØGAF-1) for organizing and preparing 
the Saturday afternoon/evening meal (named after KCØOIO?!). TNX also to Mary 
(NØDXH) and Shel (NØDRX) for hosting the our very important, after-hours critiquing/
networking sessions.  
 
Two TS-590 HF transceivers and manual antenna tuners connected to center-fed 
Zepp (aka OXB Special

®
) antenna systems were used at the Trail Center. The digital 

station in our new trailer was a TS-570, manual antenna tuner and a center-fed Zepp 
antenna. Mike (NØODK) brought his IC-7300 transceiver to also use in the trailer. 
 
As in past years, Dave (WØOXB) designed a unique QSL certificate from this year’s 
photos. Bob (WØGAF) created each individual certificate by using a routine/program 
he developed. He merged Shel’s data with the certificate requests.  
 
If you made contact with us and would like a certificate; be sure to request one.       
Anyone wishing a certificate but did NOT make contact with us, may request one. 
Send/or contact OXB Dave for one.  
(A complimentary QSL certificate is on the next page.) 
 
TNX to Keith (AGØH) for posting a variety of photos on Flickr at:  
https://flic.kr/s/aHsm66XR9d  
 
Reservations for the event have been made for Nov. 2 - 4, 2018.  
Maybe consider attending next year?!  

Continued on next page 

Split Rock Lighthouse 

2017 OPs 

https://flic.kr/s/aHsm66XR9d
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WØJH “Remembering the Edmund Fitzgerald”  
Split Rock Lighthouse Special Event 

2017 QSL Certificate 

Anyone wishing a certificate but did NOT make contact with us, may request 
one. Send/or contact OXB Dave.  
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SARA History – Remembering the Edmund Fitzgerald 

The first weekend in November, marked the 13th consecutive year for our club pre-
senting the Remembering the Edmund Fitzgerald from Split Rock Lighthouse special 
event. November 10th was the 42nd anniversary of the sinking of the ship with loss of 
all 29 who were aboard.   

Since 2005, this has been a major SARA event that attracts more participation with 
each successive year. SARA did not originate remembering the Fitz, with a ham radio 
event, but believe ours is currently the most organized and widely recognized. The  
Livonia Amateur Radio Club (LARC), near Detroit, MI, operating as W8F, ran an Ed-
mund Fitzgerald event again in November. The Arrowhead Radio Amateurs Club 
(ARAC) in Duluth, MN, has also run an Edmund Fitzgerald event on some years in the 
past.  

There is another club to which we attribute getting SARA involved with this event. Rich 
Barker W8VS, with the Stu Rockafellow Amateur Radio Society and our own Dave 
WØOXB, coordinated a joint operation for November 2005. The Stu Rockafellow club 
had begun their Remembering the Edmund Fitzgerald event in 1997 and continued 
annually for 15 years through 2011. Their club is located in the southern part of MI and 
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would drive to northern MI, to normally operate two stations about 11 miles apart. 
They used the calls K8F and N8F with the stations located at Paradise, MI and the 
other at Whitefish Point, which is where the museum with the bell from the Edmund 
Fitzgerald is located. From 2005 through 2011 these two clubs worked closely togeth-
er on the same weekend.  

Our confirmation process has become much more efficient over time. Initially after the 
event, we would have our certificates printed at considerable expense and trying to 
guess how many we would need. Always wanted to be sure we had enough, so usual-
ly had more printed than would be used, which was not good economics. Then we got 
to the major task of gathering together a group to manually fill out each confirmation 
and get them in envelopes to mail. Was at times a bit chaotic, was certainly labor in-
tensive and confirmations normally did not usually get sent out until mid-February.  

With our current process, Dave WØOXB, designs the certificate, I handle the confir-
mation process and send the file of confirmed contacts to Bob WØGAF, who meshes 
the confirmations onto the certificate and most are done within 3 weeks of the end of 
the event. Cheap, fast, and much easier than what we used to deal with.  

73, 
Shel NØDRX 
SARA Trustee 

VE Report   

The VE team of KØGW, NØDXH, AD6QT, WØOXB, KCØOIO, NØUHR, N5JLZ, 

N9JNQ, WØGAF and NØDRX, administered a total of ten exam elements to six  

examinees at the session on 11/9/2017. 

Congratulations to the following examinees, who earned either an upgrade or brand 

new license: 

Ray Pilgrim WWØZZT   General to Extra 

Brian Edgell NØBJE    Technician to General 

Joe Thompson KEØMUW   Technician to General 

Carl Lindholm KEØGON   Technician to Extra 

Anton Jachim KEØPCW   No license to Technician  

 

Ray, Brian and Joe were already members of SARA, and we welcome Carl and Anton 

as our two newest members. 
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FOR SALE: 

SARA has two top-notch QRP transceivers for sale.  
 
The first is an Elecraft K3 10-watt transceiver, S/N 2350, for sale. 
This rig is in excellent condition. It includes the MH2 hand  
microphone. Firmware was current was as of Feb. 7, 2014.  
We are offering this K3 to SARA members at a member price of 
$1000.  
 

 
 
The second is a FLEX 1500 SDR 5-watt QRP Transceiver, S/N 
0513-2785, with the FHM-1-RJ45 Hand Microphone. This unit 
has been recently test operated by a SARA member. We are  
offering this unit to SARA members at a member price of $300. 
 

 
 
Proceeds will be used towards the upgrade of equipment for the 
Remote Base Project that SARA is managing for Handihams.  
 
If interested, please contact Joe (KCØOIO) at the email address 
kc0oio at radioham dot org. 
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Special Event Confirmations 
 

Is the day before Thanksgiving as I am writing this and seemed an appropriate time to 
thank our SARA Members who participated to make our 13

th
 successive year of oper-

ating the Remembering the Edmund Fitzgerald from Split Rock Lighthouse - a worthy 
and successful event. We also thank all of the hams around the world who worked 
WØJH during the event.  

 

Following the initial short time we were on the air and after the Manhattan Project had 
shut down on Friday evening, I took a look at the incoming requests for confirmation 
certificates. Was impressive, but a drop in the bucket compared to the number that 
came in within a couple of days following the conclusion of the event. While Dave 
WØOXB, had the task of sifting through perhaps around 200 photos taken during the 
event and putting together a draft of the certificate, I had plenty of time to compare our 
logs with the confirmation requests. By November 15

th
 I had the initial 278 requested 

confirmations confirmed and sent that file to Bob WØGAF. That is 102 more than we 
had for a comparable period for this event last year. Dave has completed the certifi-
cate and Bob will be waving his magic wand to mesh those initial 278 confirmed con-
tacts into the certificate and they will be on their way. If you are a club member and 
would like a certificate, let us know! 

 

I have another very small batch of confirmations that have not yet been sent to Bob 
and also currently have 5 that will require additional time to research. At this point, 
everyone whom provided requested info and requested confirmation, has been con-
firmed. Anticipate there will also be a few requests that will dribble in over the next few 
weeks to months.  

 

73, 
Shel NØDRX 
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2017 / 2018 

Upcoming Meetings & Events 
 
 

 Dec. 9: Monthly meeting; Boutwells Landing, Oak Park Heights  
North (Gables) entrance, downstairs - Auditorium C  
(elevator to meeting rooms on left at bottom of stairs)   

 Jan. 13: Monthly meeting; Boutwells Landing, Oak Park Heights 
 

 Feb. 10: Monthly meeting; Boutwells Landing, Oak Park Heights 
 

 Feb. 17-19: Ice Station WØJH Special Event Station, Lake Elmo 
 

 Feb. 24: Skywarn Training; Stillwater Library 
 

 March 1: Technician Class & Extra Class Study Group Sessions 
Begin; Stillwater Library 

 

 March 10: Monthly meeting; Boutwells Landing, Oak Park Heights 

Seasons Greetings 

from the SARA  

Newsletter Staff 


