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WØJH 

Announcements 

 

 

SARA On the Air 

HF Phone Roundtables  
Daily except Tuesday & 
Thursday @ 20:00 Local: 
1.966 MHz  +/- QRM 

Monday @ 09:00 Local:   
3.856 MHz +/- QRM 

Tuesday @ 19:30 Local 
3.816 MHz +/- QRM 
 
SARA Repeater Weekly Net 
Wednesday @ 21:00 Local: 
WØJH Repeater          

147.060
+
 MHz (Positive offset)  

114.8 Hz  TX tone (required) 
156.7 Hz  Receive tone 
 
BPSK31/BPSK63 Digital Net 
Sunday @ 19:00 Local: 
3581.15 MHz USB     
(500 - 1,000 Hz)  

 

  

     Signals from SARA 

Program: HF Remote Operation  
Patrick Tice, WAØTDA 

Band conditions had been exceptionally poor on 75  

meters, but I wanted to touch base with my friends on 

the PICONET anyway.  A quick check on my own station 

in Woodbury confirmed what I’d suspected:  the dreaded 

signal blocking condition known locally as the “Iron Cur-

tain” had descended between my location and the net 

control station in northern Minnesota.    

Ordinarily, I’d be out of luck, but not when I have a handy 

tool available:  remote base HF operation.  The worka-

round is easy - I just open the HF remoting software on 

my Windows PC or Android device, select a station to 

remotely control that is within the propagation footprint of 

the net control station I want to contact, and join the net 

already in progress.  Now I’m hearing the NCS without a 

problem, and he can easily 
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copy my check in.  The “Iron Curtain” is south of both of us, and I can make a  

successful contact in spite of it.  The next day might bring completely different  

conditions and north-south propagation may resume.  In that case, I can use my own 

station to join the net or choose HF remote station WØZSW here in the Twin Cities.   

Right after I checked into the net, I noticed that another station had joined me on  

WØEQO.  When he checked into the net, I could hear him perfectly because the 

VoIP system in the RCForb software allows all of the users logged in to the same sta-

tion to hear both the received and transmitted audio.  He had a 3-land callsign, but he  

explained that he was a musician and was in Rotterdam in south Holland for a gig.   

Why not join us at the SARA meeting on November 12 and learn more about how HF  

remote operation can connect ops from around the world?  We’ll learn how to find 

and install the software, touch on some of the most popular features, and find out 

what its limitations are. 

See you there! 

73,  Pat 

wa0tda@arrl.net  

WANTED: 

I am “Antenna Challenged” living in a co-op and am looking for one of the old 102” CB 

whips for antenna project I want to put together.  If you have one that you are willing to 

let go at a very reasonable price please drop me a email.  Thanks!     

George,  WDØAKZ     
pasek001@umn.edu   

Upcoming VE Session 

To coincide with the conclusion of the SARA sponsored General Classes, we will have 
a VE Session on November 10 at Boutwells Landing. Exams will be given in Auditori-
um-B with check-in beginning at 5:30pm and exams for all ham license levels sched-
uled to start at 6pm. Access to the exam site is via the entrance on the north side of 
Boutwells Landing located at 13575 58th St N, Oak Park Heights, MN 55082 

Pre-registration is encouraged but not required. To pre-register, or if you have any 
questions regarding the exam session, contact me directly.  
 

Shel NØDRX  

Trustee@radioham.org   

mailto:wa0tda@arrl.net?subject=RCForb
mailto:pasek001@umn.edu
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ON THE WATERFALL 

By Joe Heitzinger KCØOIO  

(PODXS 070 #1601 & LONP #256, DMC #05351, 

EPC #19663,) 

 

Greetings all!  Welcome to “ON THE WATERFALL.”   

 

The JT-65 experience continues. I have been continuing to enjoy operating using this 

mode almost exclusively. As I write this column, JT65-HF-HB9HQX Edition Version 

3.5 is running in the background, with JT-Alert 2.8.4 letting me know when someone is 

calling CQ. I have logged over 200 contacts as of Oct. 30 using JT65. I am one State 

(HI) short for Digital WAS, but I do see KH6 stations on the air, I just need to work one 

of them and get it confirmed on LOTW! 

I recently read the ARRL book “Work the World with JT65 and JT9” by Steve Ford, 

WB8IMY. It is a quick read and a good source of information on these modes. It was 

on this book that I learned of another version of JT65-HF called JT65-HF-Comfort.  

This version can be found at:  

 

http://funkamateure-dresden-ov-s06.de/index.php?article_id=315&clang=1 

 

I have downloaded the software, but have yet to install it and give it a try. This version 

starts with the original JT65-HF package from Joe W6CQZ and further develops the 

program with features and improvements. This version is maintained by Matthias 

DL3VCO. The original JT65-HF project by W6CQZ has been abandoned, but with the 

likes of HB9HQX and DL3VCO developing new versions based upon the work of 

W6CQZ and W1JT, JT65 on HF is growing. 

I just downloaded and installed the program JT-Alert Version 2.8.4 from: 

  

http://hamapps.com 

 

You will also need to download the support files Hamapps Callsign Database and 

Hamapps Sounds when downloading JT-Alert. Once installed for the JT65 package 

you are using, the installer has you select the software packages you want to use it 

with, JT-Alert can be set to alert you for everything from a CQ to a specific callsign, 

with points in between such as States, Continents, DXCCs, and others. You can 

http://funkamateure-dresden-ov-s06.de/index.php?article_id=315&clang=1
http://hamapps.com
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 choose a mail or female voice alert for CQ and the program uses other audio bits for 

the various alerts. There is even an option to set “Out of Shack” while sound a siren 

like alert to get your attention. JT-Alert makes it easy to do other tasks in the shack 

without needing to watch the JT65 waterfall and decode to catch QSOs.  

For those using the FLDIGI suite of software, the current version are as follows: FLDI-

GI V3.23.15 released Oct. 16, FLRIG V1.3.26 released June 25, FLMSG V3.00.02 re-

leased August 6, FLWRAP V1.3.4 released October 7, and FLWKEY V1.2.3 released 

March 24. For Ham Radio Deluxe & Digital Master users, the latest release is 

V6.3.0.585 released October 15. Looks like I have a little work to do updating my cop-

ies. 

 

SARA DIGI NET    

The SARA HF Digital Net got off to a slow start due to the great Fall weather. The net 

is Sundays at 7:00 PM Central. The net usually runs in about 30-45 minutes and 

wraps up in time for the gang to move to 160m for the SARA 160m Round Robin Rag 

Chew. Join us for this enjoyable digital modes net on 3.581.15, centered between 500

-1000 Hz up on the waterfall. The net is not planned to be on the air for Sunday No-

vember 6, as many of the regulars including the Net Control will be returning from the 

SARA Remembering the Edmund Fitzgerald special event. 

Until next time, 73 and I hope to see you on the waterfall!   

de KCØOIO.  

 

Gear For Sale - Like New Condition  
  

:: HF Transceiver: Icom IC-718 $400 (sold individually) 

(160-10m,100W, DSP noise reduction, mic & manual; $600 new) 
  

:: Manual Antenna Tuner: MFJ-986 (160-10m, 3KW, Differential T, roller inductor; 

$389 new)  
  

:: Power Supply: Astron RS-20A (12VDC, 20A analog power supply; $106 new) 
  

  

All 3 for $550 (will consider selling units separately) 
  

  

Contact: Dan (KC9GEJ); danandnolaw@gmail.com or 651.335.1023 
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Memories of a Friend - Joe Simonet (WØTBC) 
 
Most all his friends and family called him "Dode" but his Amateur 
Radio buddies knew him as "WØTBC," "TBC Joe," "TBC" or "The 
Big Cheese." Joe was such a modest guy, he almost blushed when 
called "The Big Cheese." That's the kind of quiet, non-imposing 
person he was. Whenever I'd ask how's it going Joe; his immediate 
answer was, "I can't complain one bit." He never said a bad word 
about anyone - and I'm pretty sure no one ever said anything bad 
about him. Everyone he met was his friend.  
 
Although Joe could be formal and knew proper protocols for just 
about everything, he was not a fancy guy. He'd occasionally tell me 
about a new French or other kinda place his wife Jean would insist 
they go to. But, when we'd make a trip to Radio City, White Rock or 
wherever, it was McDonald's or a Cenex Gas Station for us!  
 
Joe was with me the first time we operated from the tiny ghost town of White Rock, SD. Situated where 
SD, ND and MN all touch we talked to Ham Radio operators all around the world. We were ready to 
cancel the first trip because our RV rental plans vanished, but Joe, Lyle (WB9OKQ) did it anyway. That 
event has since turned into a quite successful special event for our club.  
 
I learned some time ago that Joe did not like flying. One of his sons is even a commercial pilot. Although 
Joe spent many, many hours around airplanes with his ham, pilot buddy, and fellow SARA Founding 
Father, Jim (WØWTP), I doubt he ever got off the ground. Some of us were talking on the air about his 
aversion to flying, when someone said he thought Joe would need a shot of Novocain before he'd fly. 
Joe responded, "I'd need chloroform to fly!"  
 
Joe was always ready, willing and able to help. We'd go together to Diane's (WD9DNQ) QTH to check 
on her antenna or radio. We'd drive to see Marv (WØMGI) in the hospital and in his final days at home. 
Joe was the kinda guy who truly cared about people.  
 
Besides being a Founding Father, Joe was the SARA treasurer for many, many years. At one Eye Ball 
QSO Party (when we met at Courage St. Croix), Joe was chatting with several SARA members. Upon 
learning one had not yet paid his annual membership dues, Joe reminded him. As it turned out, Joe not 
only collected his money for the current year; he got dues for the past year too. What a mild-mannered 
salesman!  
 
I learned Joe had a good, simple but functional accounting system. He kept current rosters and records 
in a shoe box. (I'm wondering if that's the way he learned accounting practices at Notre Dame?!) But he 
also had a handy method of keeping track of working capital. Once, after collecting cash from a SARA 
member for dues, I saw him putting money in one pocket - then making change for a $20 bill from the 
other pocket. I asked him why he had money in both front pockets. His response, "Dave, I keep SARA 
money in my left and my money for stopping at the liquor store (Manhattan fixings) in my right. Heck, 
that seemed perfectly logical to me. 
 
He made Ham Radio and everything he did better. The world is a better place because of Joe.  
I'm glad and very fortunate to have known Joe and to have been his friend. 
I will miss you TBC Joe!   
 
 
73 es CUL,  
Dave (WØOXB) 
 
 
The three following pages contain a few photos of TBC Joe and some of his many friends. 
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SARA Charter Members  

 

We sadly lost one of our few remaining SARA founders on October 21, when Joe 
WØTBC became a silent key. In addition to being very active in the founding of 
SARA, he was also very involved along with a few others, supporting ham radio 
when the city of Stillwater was considering passing an ordinance that would have 
placed very restrictive limitations on ham radio antennas. “The Big Cheese” will truly 
be missed by us all. 

While there are a few other original members of the club still around, we currently 
have only 4 current members, whom 
were Charter Members. They are, 
WØWTP, WAØKKE, NØDXH, & my-
self. 

Shel NØDRX  

Trustee@radioham.org re interested 
in attending for all or part of this 

The Stillwater Amateur Radio Association 

Joe, WØTBC, looks on as Mary, 

NØDXH, explains the HF mobile 

antenna.  This was at a mobile 

Show & Tell at Courage St. Croix. 
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From the Shack 

Notes from the President 

Greetings from my shack, de Joe KCØOIO. 

As I write this column, it is the weekend before 

SARA’s trip to Split Rock Lighthouse State Park 

and I have bunch of gear (radio and camping) 

gathered up and ready to pack for the trip. I am looking forward to the weekend. As a 

longtime Scouter, I am almost ashamed to say that I haven’t done any camping since 

last year’s trip. There’s a couple of new antennas to try out: the Buddistick I made this 

past spring, and End Fed Half Wave from HFedz that’s supposed to be good on 160-

10, and the Buddipole SARA owns. I plan to have one station on PSK as WØJH for 

the Special Event and another on JT65 as KC0OIO at other times.   

We all were saddened by the recent passing of founding member Joe Simonet 

WØTBC October 21. Dave WØOXB has a great “Memories of a Friend” article about 

Joe in this issue. I will always remember Joe’s “Central Stillwater,” with emphasis on 

“Central,” pronouncement when introducing himself at SARA meetings. Joe enjoyed 

Amateur Radio tremendously for more than 6 decades. Joe always made time to be 

there when a schedule was planned by a member. I am proud to have known Joe 

since I became a SARA member back in 2003.  

There is change happening in my household. Our son, Jake KDØJTG, graduated from 

UW-Stout this past spring and has started his career in manufacturing engineering for 

a company in Big Lake. He and a friend have moved to a rental house on the west 

side of the Twin Cities. It sure is going to be different as my wife and officially join the 

“Empty Nesters,” We’ve gotten used to having him around again since graduating. 

Though he did spend 4 years in Menomonie for college, this was always home. This 

time will be different as he strikes out on his own. It will be just Mom and I living in our 

house. But it will always be home for the family.   

Speaking of change, I’ve made another that has benefitted me in astounding ways. 

Following a health issue this past winter, I started on a plan to eat better and healthier. 

The result has been the loss of 65 pounds and a reversal of the pre-diabetes condition 

that started me on this path. I sure feel a lot better these days. I’ve cleared out a lot of 

clothes the past few months and have been resizing the wardrobe to smaller sizes. I 

had to order a new SARA denim shirt and jacket as the ones I had were just too big. B 

& B Embroidery ( www.hamthreads.com ) is the official SARA wearables source. We 

do not need to place a group order with them for club pricing, you may order online 

direct from them. They have our embroidery on file and when you select that design, 

they will apply a 20% club discount. It should be noted that our preferred hat color is 

maroon. Check them out today if you want to acquire some SARA wearable gear. 

Continued on next page 

http://www.hamthreads.com
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Our November Meeting is Saturday, November 12 at 9:00 AM at Boutwells Landing, 

Auditorium A. The program for November is going to feature Pat Tice WAØTDA who 

will be guiding us through using the RCForb programs (available for Windows and An-

droid) to access the remote bases Handiham WØZSW and WØEQO and more via re-

motehams.com.  The pre-meeting Breakfast will be at Perkins Restaurant 2050 W 

Frontage Rd (Hwy 36 & Washington) in Stillwater at 7:30 AM. I hope to see you there!  

 
73 es CUL 
de Joe, KCØOIO  
 

event, don’t wait;  

“Remembering the Edmund Fitzgerald" Split Rock Lighthouse  

Special Event November 4 - 6 

SARA’s big, annual special event will be detailed with photos in the SARA December 

newsletter and posted on our web site. 

 interested in attending for all or part of this event, don’t wait; . 
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SARA Dues  
SARA Memberships run on a calendar year from Jan. 1 through Dec.31. With the end 
of the year rapidly approaching, now is the time to submit your dues for the upcoming 
year. Election of officers for 2017 are coming up on January 14 and only current Regu-
lar Members will have voting privileges. Dues for Regular Membership are $20 and 
Family or Associate dues are $10 per person. The difference between the member-
ship classes is, that Regular Members have voting privileges and may hold a SARA 
office, while Family or Associate Members do not have those privileges. Checks for 
dues should be made out to SARA and sent to the Treasurer, John Zuercher 
N5JLZ, 935 Ferndale St N, #209, Maplewood, MN 55119. Do not mail cash, but 
checks or cash may be given in person to John. 

 

Be sure and let me know of any changes in your contact information, as well as li-
cense class and call sign changes, so that I can update the roster. While everyone is 
welcome to attend SARA meetings, only current members with valid contact infor-
mation on file will be able to receive prompt email information regarding SARA events 
and activities.  

 

The following are current members, with membership expiring on Dec. 31, 2016: 

AAØIJ, ABØXE, AD6QT, ADØCK, AEØSL, KAØHYR, KAØNKU, KBØJER, KBØRGS, 
KCØMKS, KDØDEO, KDØEJJ, KDØHRM, KDØHRN, KDØHTN, KDØIPI, KDØOTB, 
KDØPKY, KDØSVO, KDØVKB, KEØGOM, KEØIYJ, KEØIYM, KEØRDJ, KØBR, 
KØGW, KØHAS, ND9P, NNØK, NØCIC, NØGRM, NØMR, NØODK, NØZXE, 
VE3MXJ, VE3XT, W7HQQ, W9LHG, WAØKKE, WB9RUK, WBØMOA, WBØPOQ, 
WD9DNQ, WDØAKZ, WN4GMT, WØELC, WØGAF, WØMCQ, WØTBC, & Mayor 
Rudy. 

 

As of October 30, 2016 These 38 members have also paid 2017 dues 

ADØSN, AGØH, KAØOBI, KB9WTB, KC9GEJ, KCØOIO, KDØJTG, KDØLPY, 
KDØOOZ, KDØOPB, KDØWGH, KEØIYF, KEØIYG, KEØIYN, KEØN, KIØB, KØAIF, 
KØGCP, KØNHI, KØSIK, KØSON, KSØJ, KT9C, N5JLZ, N9JNQ, NØCQ, NØDRX, 
NØDXH, NØUHR, NØYW, W9IMJ, WAØTDA, WB9OKQ, WDØGUP, WØDIK, WØFL, 
WØOXB, WØWTP.  

 

KØAIF, KØNHI and WØDIK have also prepaid dues for 2018. Thank you to those 
whom have submitted dues in a timely manner for 2017 & 2018, and for the support 
the entire membership has shown for SARA over this year. 

 

Shel NØDRX 

Trustee@radioham.org 
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Up-coming SARA Meetings & Events 

 Nov. 4-6: Split Rock Lighthouse Special Event; Split Rock, MN 

 Nov. 10: VE Testing; Boutwells Landing, Oak Park Heights 

 Nov. 12: Monthly meeting; Boutwells Landing, Oak Park Heights 

 Dec. 10: Monthly meeting; Boutwells Landing, Oak Park Heights 

 Jan. 14:  Monthly meeting; Boutwells Landing, Oak Park Heights 

 Feb. 18 - 20: Ice Station WØJH Special Event; Lake Elmo 

2016 

SARA Needs YOU! 

Get involved ... 

Make a difference ... 

Have  fun! 

www.radioham.org  


