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WØJH 

Announcements 

 

 

SARA On the Air 

HF Phone Roundtables  
Daily except Tuesday & 
Thursday @ 20:00 Local: 
1.966 MHz  +/- QRM 

Monday @ 08:30 Local:   
3.856 MHz +/- QRM 

SARA Repeater Weekly Net 
Wednesday @ 21:00 Local: 
WØJH Repeater          

147.060
+
 MHz (Positive offset)  

114.8 Hz  TX tone (required) 
156.7 Hz  Receive tone 
 
BPSK31/BPSK63 Digital Net 
Sunday @ 19:00 Local: 
3581.15 MHz USB     
(500 - 1,000 Hz)  
Monitor SARA Repeater       
for assistance 

  

     Signals from SARA 

May Program: SOTA  
(SUMMITS ON THE AIR) 
 
 

Would you pack a portable station in a backpack 

and hike up to the peak of a mountaintop to set 

up and operate? It’s called Summits on the Air. 

You have “Activators” (they go up to get on the 

air) and you have “Chasers” (they look for the  

activators and give them the contacts). It’s all in 

the interest of amateur radio. 

Jim Alders, KDØIPI, has activated several  

summits, including one up on the North Shore 

during the Remembering the Edmund Fitzgerald 

Special Event last year. Jim will introduce SOTA 

at SARA’s May meeting. He will explain the  

Activators and Chasers, the awards you can 

earn, and the summits to seek.  

Jim enjoys hiking and SOTA gives him the  

opportunity to combine hiking with ham radio. He 

packs his FT-897, a wire antenna, small tuner, 

and a small battery and sets out to make radio 

magic from the peaks. 

 

Monthly Meeting  
May 14, 2016 

Meeting: 09:00 

 

Boutwells Landing  
Auditorium A (Gables Wing) 

 

Program:  Jim Alders, 
KDØIPI: SOTA 

 

Pre-meeting: ~07:30  
Breakfast & Coffee  

NEW LOCATION: Perkins, 
2050 Frontage Rd. W.,  

Stillwater, MN 

S.A.R.A. is a proud affiliate of the Courage Kenny Handiham System 

 

May 
2016 

Continued on next page 

http://www.radioham.org/
http://www.boutwells.org/gpc.iml
http://www.handiham.org/drupal2/
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Summits on the Air is quite popular.  
 
A website, www.sota.org.uk explains the award scheme and maintains the 
list of summits. Sotawatch.org posts activations.  
 
There are manufacturers such as LNR Precision and SOTABeams making 
gear designed for SOTA activators. And be sure to check out the  
adventures of Steve WGØAT and his pack goats on YouTube. 
 

H.E.L.P.  Classic Microphones For Sale 

Looking for a classic microphone?  

These will be available for purchase at the May meeting! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Astatic D-104 (2 w/ 8-pin round connectors, 

 1 w/ RJ-45 modular connector) 
2-Kenwood MC-50 Desk Microphone (4-pin) 

1-Heil HM-4 Desk Mic 
1-Heil HM-5 Desk Mic 

 
SARA members can buy these at 60% off ‘used’ prices. This will be the 

only meeting that our members have first crack to buy these items.   
 

If you can’t make the Club meeting and have any questions or want an 
item reserved, let me know by a phone call or by email 

(KC0OIO@radioham.org). 
 

73, 
Joe KCØOIO 

http://www.sota.org.uk
http://sotawatch.org/
http://www.lnrprecision.com/
http://www.sotabeams.co.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/user/goathiker
https://www.youtube.com/user/goathiker
mailto:KC0OIO@radioham.org
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Classes & Study Group Pay Off 
 

The value of SARA Classes and Study Groups proved their value once again 
at our April 28 VE Session. The VE Team of NØUHR, KØGW, KCØOIO, 
WAØTDA. WØGAF, WAØKKE, AD6QT, NØDXH and myself, administered a 
total of 21 exam elements to 14 examinees, with 13 of those examinees suc-
cessfully passing at least one exam to earn a new license or an upgrade. 
Thank you to the VE Team and the instructors for another job well done! The 
new licenses were issued the Wednesday following the exam session.  

 

Congratulations to SARA members Doug KEØGOM, Randy KDØVKB and 
Dave KØAIF who were in the Extra Class Study Group and earned upgrades 
from General to Extra class licenses. 

 

Congratulations also to all of our other examinees. Jacob Carl KL3MA earned 
an upgrade from Tech to General. Jeffrey Dietrich KEØIYH came in with no 
license and passed Tech and General exams to earn a new General. The fol-
lowing had no prior license, but earned new Technician licenses at this exam: 
Dan Stubbs KEØIYF, Linda Engstrom KEØIYG, Matthew Dietrich KEØIYI, 
Craig Mueller KEØIYJ, Byron Theis KEØIYK, Brock Johnson KEØIYL, Alexan-
der Pavlicin KEØIYM, and Collin O'Connor KEØIYN.  

 

KEØIYF, KEØIYG, KEØIYJ, KEØIYM and KEØIYN have accepted the SARA 
offer of SARA Membership for the remainder of 2016, the offer to students 
from our Tech Class, that pass an exam at our VE session. Others may be 
added, but I have not received their membership applications.  

 

I would like to add some additional members to the VE Team. While there 
are situations where I can use a VE with a General Class license, I prefer 
using those with an Extra Class ticket. You must be a certified VE with 
the ARRL and the process for attaining that is on the arrl.org website. 
While membership in the ARRL is encouraged, it is not required to be-
come certified as an ARRL VE. If you are interested in becoming a VE 
and have any questions, drop me an email. 

 

Shel NØDRX 

Trustee@radioham.org 
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Get them while they’re hot! 

See our Treasurer at the meeting to get your exclusive S.A.R.A. mug.  The 
cost is $3.00 and that’s a bargain when you consider the ambiance it’s go-
ing to add to your shack!  Fill it full of high octane coffee and it will help  
warm the cockles of your heart as you work  top band DX at 3:00 a.m. 
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From the Shack 

Notes from the President 

Greetings from my shack  
de Joe KCØOIO 
 
 

 

It’s May, and we have a busy summer ahead of us.  

 

New Ham Night is May 19 at Brekke Park in Oak Park Heights. A pair of 

Wouxun KG-UV3D Dual Band VHF/UHF hand-held transceivers will be 

awarded as door prizes. Newly licensed (2016) Technicians are eligible to 

win, and the winner must be in attendance to win. Plans are being final-

ized and we are sure to have a good event with a wide sampling of this 

fine hobby for our newest Hams. 

Our first Radios in the Park will be June 9 beginning around 6:00 PM and 

going until around 8:30 that evening. This session will be at Valley View 

Park at 5575 Ozark Ave. North in Oak Park Heights. There is a lot of 

space to set up and operate for the evening. Locations for other Radios in 

the Park sessions, July 7, July 28, and Aug. 18 will be announced. 

The HELP project has progressed quite smoothly. The storage locker was 

emptied out on April 23 and the remaining boxes have been stored at a 

location in Lake Elmo. Thanks to Dave KØAIF for the space. The Brainerd 

Hamfest on April 16 was very successful. Keith AGØH hosted Bob 

WØGAF and I at his lake place on Bay Lake north of Brainerd Friday 

evening. We drove to the Hamfest Saturday morning; it was sell, sell, sell!   

The main tenet of the HELP project is to operate and maintain the Handi-

ham remote bases. The antenna installed at the WØEQO Handiham HF 

remote base at Camp Wilderness near Park Rapids is slated to be up-

graded in the coming weeks. New copper-clad steel wire and ladderline 

plus support ropes will be used in the upgraded installation. A small con-

tingent will be trekking up there to do the install of the new center-fed, 

Continued on next page 
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multi-band dipole. 

Speaking of the Handiham remote bases, we are looking for a new loca-

tion for the WØZSW remote base currently in Woodbury. Pat WAØTDA is 

hosting the station at present and he is sharing his antenna. When he 

wants to operate, he takes WØZSW off the air so he can use the antenna 

with his rig. We’d like to find someone on the east side of the Twin Cities 

who can accommodate a 250-300’ center-fed, multi-band dipole and pro-

vide an Internet connection and electricity to run the station. The associat-

ed radio, tuner, computer, power supply, feed line, balun and antenna will 

be provided by the HELP project. If you have the space and are willing to 

host the station, please let me (kc0oio at radioham.org) or Pat (wa0tda at 

arrl.net) know and we can discuss options with you. 

ARRL Field Day 2016 is June 25 and 26, and planning has begun. SARA 

is at Autumn Hills Park again this year. This location works very well for us 

and permits have been secured for the pavilion as well as adult beverag-

es for that weekend. We will operate as WØJH 2A MN with a SSB and a 

CW station. A GOTA station is being planned. Planning shifts into high 

gear in May and discussions are set for our Thursday Eyeball Sessions. 

SARA is hosting a Mobile, Portable & Go Kit Show-n-Tell and Picnic on 

behalf of Washington County ARES on Saturday, June 11 at Brekke Park. 

Come on out with your gear and share your experiences with SARA and 

ARES members from throughout the county. Hot dogs and pop will be 

provided. More details on this event are also found elsewhere in the is-

sue. 

I will be attending the Train the Trainer class for the new AERO 100 class 

developed by the Association of Emergency Radio Organizations at the 

end of the month. AERO 100 is a short course for new ham radio opera-

tors, those persons who’ve passed the Technician exam and bought a ra-

dio but have no idea what to do next. AERO is reaching out to the Twin 

Cities clubs and providing the training and necessary materials for clubs 

to able put on the class. Although it will be too late for this year’s New 

Ham Night, this material should be useful for future versions of our New 

Ham Night. 

Continued on next page 
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One of the things we’ve been talking about is having some specific topics 

for our Thursday Eyeball QSO evenings at the Stillwater Library. We’ve 

had some great suggestions and we’re planning on doing a couple this 

summer. A couple of antenna projects are in the works. At some point this 

summer, we’ll have a roll-up J-Pole building session. I am going to build 

myself the homebrew version of the Buddistick vertical antenna. It looks 

like an easy project to build. I plan to put together a kit for interested par-

ties and we will have a build session at an Eyeball session for this project.  

Our May General Meeting is Saturday, May 14 at 9:00 AM at Boutwells 
Landing, Auditorium A. The program this month is Summits on the Air 
(SOTA) with Jim Alders KDØIPI. This should be an interesting presenta-
tion.  The pre-meeting Breakfast will be at Perkins Restaurant 2050 W 
Frontage Rd (Hwy 36 & Washington) in Stillwater at 7:30 AM. I hope to 
see you there!  
 
73 es CUL, 
de Joe KCØOIO  

The Stillwater Amateur Radio Association 

For Sale  
 

Icom IC-751A HF Transceiver    
Just aligned with back-up/parts     
radio, several accessories and   
dust cover.  
E-mail Mike NØODK:  
n0odk@arrl.net 

mailto:n0odk@arrl.net
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The Quick Start Guide:  Using RCFORB 
By Patrick Tice, WAØTDA 

wa0tda@arrl.net 
 

This quick start guide is for anyone who wants to install and use the RCFORB HF re-

mote base client software from Remotehams.com with a minimum of time and effort.  

That would be most of us!  A QSG shouldn’t be wordy, so let’s just use some simple 

steps to get you up and running. 

 

Step 1:  Go to the website and register. 

Go to www.remotehams.com and create a free account.   

  

 

Step 2:  Download & install. 

Download the RCFORB client.  This is the software you need to be a “user” of remotes 

hosted by others. 

 

mailto:wa0tda@arrl.net
http://www.remotehams.com
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Pay attention to the requirements.  The free RCFORB software runs on Windows XP 

though 10.  (There is also an Android app available from the Play Store for under $10.)  

There is no Mac or iPhone app.   

 

Tip:  Choose the latest version.  The software is under active development. 

From your download folder, run the installation program.  Allow the software to run if 

you get a user account control message and to have access through your firewall if re-

quested.  In Windows 10, you may want to run the installation as an administrator.  

(Right click on it and choose “run as administrator”.)  Accept the license agreement.   

Accept the default location for the installation and proceed.  

 

Continued on next page 
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Accept the default components: 

 

After the components install, you should see this screen:

 

 

Continued on next page 
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Step 3:  First run! 

Click “finish” and the RCFORB client will run, showing you the “lobby”, which is a list of 

all the stations on line.  

 

Your first run will have a list of stations, but it won’t be the same as mine, shown 

above.  I have saved a half dozen stations as “Favorites” so that they always show up 

at the top of the list and are bolded.   

 

 

Continued on next page 
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Step 4:  Find a station to connect to by entering a callsign into the search field: 

 

You can see that if the station is found, it shows up at the top of the lobby list. 

Step 5: Connect! 

The graphical interface will be displayed.  (Image on the next page.) See the “Ask” in 

the lower right corner?  Click on it to ask if it is all right to tune the radio.  Since I con-

nected to it I notice that I am the only user, but if there is someone there before me, it 

is “first come, first served”.   You then need to ask if you can tune the radio.  Many us-

ers can be connected and hear both received and transmitted signals, but only one 

control op at a time, please.   

 

Step 6:  Get permission to transmit. 

Clicking the TX button will send a request to be added to the list of stations with trans-

mit privileges.  It may take some time before a station owner gets around to checking 

the host software for recent requests, so you may want to email the station owner re-

questing permission.   
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Step 7:  Review the rules.  

http://www.remotehams.com/rules.html  

There are rules to assure courteous and efficient use of the stations.  The rules listed 

at the above link are basics that apply to all remotes.  Individual clubs or station own-

ers may have their own additional rules.   

 

Step 8:  Read & learn! 

Continued on next page 

http://www.remotehams.com/rules.html
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At the top of the main website page you will see the menu bar.  Documentation is 

available for both the Client and Host software, along with some further information 

about getting started.  Note that there is a link to “Support Forums” on the far right side 

of the menu bar.  This is your go-to place to find answers in various topic areas, and 

even to post your own questions if you cannot find an answer already posted.  

Step 9:  Have fun! 

You might want to consider the excellent $9.99 RCFORB app from the Google Play 

store for your Android phone or tablet.  I have no problem using my home station on a 

T-Mobile data connection, and this can make HF operation as easy as pulling out your 

smartphone! 
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Hamfests in 2016 
 

Here is the updated list of hamfests in or near Minnesota in the 
coming months. I've put in minimum data but given you a web 
link to search for more info. The hamfests on the bottom of the 
list have not been officially scheduled since their last date and 
will be updated as they draw near. 

Gas and travel is expensive these days. Get on the air and talk it 
up that you are going to a hamfest and try to get a group to ride 
along and share the gas expense. You'll save money on gas and 
avoid that long, lonely ride in the car! 

73,  

Doug Reed, NØNAS 

 

 

2016 Hamfest Calendar 
 

 Hamboree 2016 & ARRL Convention, Boone, IA 
May 14, 2016  http://www.3900club.com/ 

 RADIO DAZE 2016, St. Louis Park, MN 
Vintage radio auction and swap meet (not a general hamfest) 
May 20-21, 2016 http://www.northlandantiqueradioclub.com/ 

 MAGIC Tailgater, Roseville, MN 
July 9, 2016    http://www.magicrepeater.net/ 

http://www.3900club.com/%3e
http://www.northlandantiqueradioclub.com/%3e
http://www.magicrepeater.net/%3e
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SARA Needs YOU! 

Get involved ... 

Make a difference ... 

Have  fun! 

www.radioham.org  

 

Up-coming SARA Meetings & Events 

 May 14: SARA Monthly Meeting - Boutwells Landing  
     (last monthly meeting until September) 
 

 May 19 (~6:00 - 8:30 pm): New Ham Night  
     Brekke Park, 5500 Omar Ave., Oak Park Heights 
 

 May 20 - 22 Dayton Hamvention® 
 

 June 9 (~6:00 - 8:30 pm): Radios in the Park  
     Valley View Park, 5575 Ozark Ave. N., Oak Park Heights 
 

 June 11 (~10:30 am - 12:30 pm): SARA/ARES Mobile, Portable,   
Go Kit Show-n-Tell and Picnic; Brekke Park, 5500 Omar Ave., Oak 
Park Heights 

 

 June 25, 26: ARRL Field Day - Autumn Hills Park, Oak Park Heights 

2016 


