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WØJH 

Announcements 

 

 

SARA On the Air 

HF Phone Roundtables  
Daily except Tuesday & 
Thursday @ 20:00 Local: 
1.966 MHz  +/- QRM 

Monday @ 09:00 Local:   
3.856 MHz +/- QRM 

SARA Repeater Weekly Net 
Wednesday @ 21:00 Local: 
WØJH Repeater          

147.060
+
 MHz (Positive offset)  

114.8 Hz  TX tone (required) 
156.7 Hz  Receive tone 
 
BPSK31/BPSK63 Digital Net 
Sunday @ 19:00 Local: 
3581.15 MHz USB     
(500 - 1,000 Hz)  
Monitor SARA Repeater       
for assistance 

  

     Signals from SARA 

SARA Saturday, March 12 Meeting: 
 Skills Roundtable  
   (Operating Dos and Don'ts)  

There’s a lot to learn before becoming a ham and 
before getting on the air. Make a note to attend   
Saturday’s meeting and learn some valuable   
operating skills. Yes, all the basics are covered in 
the license manuals but there are many protocols 
and “rules of the road” to learn that aren’t in the 
books. If you’re lucky, you have already learned 
good, proper procedures from an Elmer or ham 
friend(s). But many of us, fortunately and unfortu-
nately, learned from on-the-air QSOs. Join us for 
an informative discussion on proper Amateur 
Radio operation. Bring questions and comments.   
 

 Mini-Hamfest  
Following the Skills Roundtable, a Mini-Hamfest will 
be held. All sorts of good HF, VHF, UHF gear and 
various accessories will be available for SARA 
members ONLY to purchase at greatly reduced  
prices. In most cases, everything will be sold at or 
below wholesale prices. There may never be a  
better time to buy gear... bring your checkbook! 
 
Major equipment offered at SARA’s Mini-Hamfest 
has been evaluated and tested by SARA volunteers. 
See the following partial list of the items that will 
be available at the meeting.                                                                         
 

Monthly Meeting  
March 12, 2016 

Meeting: 09:00 

 

Boutwells Landing  
Auditorium A (Gables Wing) 

 

Program:   
SARA Member Hamfest 

 

Pre-meeting: ~07:30  
Breakfast & Coffee  

NEW LOCATION: Perkins, 
2050 Frontage Rd. W.,  

Stillwater, MN 

S.A.R.A. is a proud affiliate of the Courage Kenny Handiham System 

 

March 
2016 

Continued on page  12 

http://www.radioham.org/
http://www.boutwells.org/gpc.iml
http://www.handiham.org/drupal2/
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Skywarn Class a Big Success! 
The very first Skywarn class in the Twin Cities this year was sponsored 
by SARA and held Saturday, February 27. Lead organizer of the event, 
Bob (WØGAF), counted over 40 attendees. Several are also planning 
to join us in the Technician License Class.  
 
Over the years, Skywarn has served well to 
spark interest in many to become Amateur 
Radio operators.  
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Technician License Class Begins 

For ~20 years, SARA has been conducting 
sessions for those interested in obtaining an 
Amateur Radio license. The annual spring 
Technician Class began Thursday, March 3 
and runs weekly until the April 28 exam.  
It’s NOT too late to join the class!       
If you know anyone interested, encourage 
them to attend. 
 
SARA’s Education and Training Coordinator, 
Bob (WØGAF), had this to say, “We started 
the first session off with 17 eager students, including some from the Stillwater Area 
High School physics class. Continued thanks to Physics Instructor Dennis (KBØOJY) 
for encouraging his students to explore the world of ham radio. Dennis gives extra 
credit to his students who attend our class.” 
 
Bob continued, “And a BIG THANKS to club members who volunteer to teach the 
SARA licensing classes and are on the VE testing team. Your ongoing commitment to 
support and grow ham radio contributes directly to the health of the hobby!”  

 

Amateur Extra License Class Study Group Kicked-Off 
Joe (KCØOIO) sat with five General Class ops Thursday, March 3 to plan this excellent 
upgrade opportunity. If you’ve ever wanted to “get your Extra” and be able to use all of 
the Amateur Radio spectrum, you can still join them.  
 
The group sessions are intended to be a self-taught format but there are quite a few 
SARA Extra Class ops available to answer questions and assist.  
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Do You Hear What I Hear.......? 

Bill Unger, VE3XT 

Ok, so now I know you’re thinking  ‘XT has finally 

lost it by getting Christmas confused with Easter.  

Well I believe I’m still of reasonably sound mind and 

as an Amateur hopefully hearing as well. Hearing is 

the sense we rely on when we are operating CW or 

Phone. Therefore it’s important that we maintain our 

hearing at peak performance. 

The other part of the equation is the quality of our earphones or “cans” as 

the old timers called them. I remember my first set of “cans” that were a 

hand me down from my Uncle Peter, VE3DPJ (SK). They were heavy 

and made of a wire frame with a bit of cloth masquerading as padding. 

The ear pieces were made of Bakelite and after 10 to 15 minutes they 

squeezed your head like a set of vice grips. No wonder my early QSOs 

were no longer than 15 minutes,  it was as long as I could stand them on 

my head. 

Mercifully those days are long gone and present ear phones and ear 

buds are much more comfortable over long operating periods. But how 

efficient are they in transferring sound from your rig to your ears? 

Like everything else in this Internet era, there is a web page that will  

allow you to test your earphones and indirectly your hearing. Follow the 

hot link and start testing your ear sets. I have two primary sets, one noise 

cancelling set for operation at the home QTH and another set of buds 

that I use for portable operations so I was anxious to see how they  

performed. Follow the hot link and start testing.  

http://www.audiocheck.net/soundtests_headphones.php  

This site is fun to play with and see how different “cans” compare. If you 

do nothing else try the Binaural test. It’s quite dramatic. Give it a whirl. I 

suspect some time with Mr. Google would also show many others as 

well. 

Continued on next page 

http://www.audiocheck.net/soundtests_headphones.php
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 After testing my cans, I know that my frequency range is way down from 

when I was younger. So I can no longer hear the highs above 10 kHz and 

very low frequencies below several hundred Hz.  I prefer to think that I 

don’t need as much filtering to get rid of that pesky QRM! As I age my 

hearing is becoming more optimized for CW operations.  

One final caveat, this is not a substitute for a professionally administered 

hearing test. Take care of your hearing as it is one of the most important 

tools in the Amateur Radio Business. 

Bill ‘XT 

 

 

“Cutsie” Web Pages and Videos 

We all have at least one friend who sends us links to sites or YouTube  

videos that we must see or apparently our life will not be complete.  

Typically my reaction is to immediately reach for the delete button and in 

most cases so far, the sun does rise the next morning and I’m apparently 

none the worse for wear. 

So here goes, I’m going to suggest that you take ~30 seconds of your life 

and go visit this commercial from an Internet Service Provider (ISP) in    

Africa. After watching it your pride in being an Amateur Radio Operator 

could be like the Grinch’s heart and gets 10 times bigger ..... 

One commenter called it the “most brilliant endorsement of Amateur      

Radio”. I tend to agree.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hxU1ZhINaHk&feature=youtu.be 

Oh, if you do hit the delete button without watching it I’m betting the sun 

will still rise tomorrow. 

 

Bill Unger, VE3XT 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hxU1ZhINaHk&feature=youtu.be
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HELP Round 3 
 

Dave WØOXB, Pat WAØTDA, and 
Shel NØDRX, met at the storage 
unit on March 2 to complete the 
third major pull for the Handiham 
Equipment Liaison Project (HELP). 
There was a picture from our first 
work day at the storage unit in the 
January newsletter and we have 
made major progress as the  
accompanying picture will attest. 
We can now see all of the walls 
and move about inside the storage 
unit, and can see the light at the 
end of the tunnel where we will  
actually be able to empty the unit. A 
special “Thank You” to Joe 
KCØOIO, for having taken the lead 
to direct this major project. 

 

Special Event Confirmations - Raising the Bar! 

We normally ask people to allow 3 to 4 weeks following the conclusion of our 
Special Events to allow time to create the certificate template with current  
pictures. Our “Ice Station WØJH” Special Event at Lake Elmo, ended on      
February 15, and Dave WØOXB exceeded all expectations, with a proposed 
QSL confirmation certificate for the event. With just a couple of minor tweaks 
the final version was ready to hit the presses. I had confirmed 325 contacts and 
shot that initial file to Bob WØGAF on February 25. Bob worked his usual magic 
and all of those confirmations had been sent out by February 27. I sent him a 
smaller second batch of confirmed contacts on March 1.  
 
I’m sure there are not many clubs that can claim getting a nice confirmation  
certificate out to confirm around 350 contacts within 2 weeks of the event. 

Shel NØDRX   

Continued on next page 
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Still a lot of work to do evaluating and finding homes for things, but major 
progress has been made over the past 2 months. Some of the items will 
be at the March 12 SARA Monthly Meeting, where current SARA members 
(ONLY) will have the initial opportunity to purchase some of the available 
items. 

 

Come to the March 12 meeting to 
get a current update on how this 
project has been progressing. 

Shel NØDRX 
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From the Shack 

Notes from the President 

Greetings from my shack  
de Joe KCØOIO 
 
I’ve been busy with a couple of projects over 

the past month, the HELP equipment project 

for SARA plus a paint and carpet project in 

the basement at home. And I’m still managing to find some time to get on the air.  

We had the “Ice Station WØJH” President’s Weekend. A great success thanks to 

Dave WØOXB, Bob WØGAF and Dave KEØAIF. Our efforts this year even caught the 

attention of the folks at Amateur Radio Newsline. OXB Dave was featured in a news 

report by Kent Peterson KCØDGY, airing in Report #1999 for Feb. 19. If you haven’t 

heard it yet, go to www.arnewsline.com and search for Episode 1999.  

SARA’s busy spring got under way with Skywarn Training on February 27. The Tech-

nician Class and Amateur Extra Study Group started March 3. Don’t forget about the 

late April Foxhunt, tentatively April 23. Details will be finalized in the coming weeks. 

New Ham Night on May 19 will be at Brekke Park. We started this last year as follow- 

up to the Technician Class and we are looking forward to continuing to build on last 

year’s success. Planning is getting underway for Field Day weekend on June 25 and 

26. SARA will operate from Autumn Hills Park with at least 2 stations again this year, 

(2A MN). Start making your plans to be there, there is plenty of operating time for all.  

Radios in The Park, Outdoor Eyeball QSO Party and Portable Operating evenings will 

be held the following Thursdays this summer: June 16, July 7, July 28 and August 18. 

We’re planning to move around to area parks in the Stillwater/Bayport/Oak Park 

Heights area, and possibly even do a National Parks On The Air (NPOTA) activation 

of the St. Croix National Scenic Riverway from the St. Croix Boom site.  

As we’ve progressed through the HELP equipment project, we’ve come across some 

items that have gotten me thinking about how can SARA utilize them? One such item 

is about 6 of the MFJ code practice oscillators. I thinking about using them for code 

practice nights for those who want to learn Morse Code. I’m going to work on that idea 

over the summer and maybe we’ll come up with something for this fall.  

Speaking of the HELP gear, I know I’ve been saying to watch for the available gear list 

coming soon. It’s been a long haul compiling said list. Quite frankly, we’ve been  

concentrating on moving gear out of the storage locker before the end of the agreed 

upon lease period at the end of April. However, we are close to having a plan to get 

the information out to you, our members. So keep watching your e-mail as we roll out 

HELP Promotional/Info Sheets about twice a week beginning soon. One or two major 

Continued on next page 

http://www.arnewsline.com
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._Croix_Boom_Site
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rigs and a couple of shack accessories will be promoted in each release. Once the 

promo sheet is out, the gear is up for grabs; First come - First served. Dave WØOXB 

is developing the sheets. 

Our March General Meeting is Saturday, March 12 at 9:00 AM at Boutwells Landing, 

Auditorium A. The program this month is double layered. A roundtable discussion of 

Operating Dos and Don’ts will be followed by a mini-hamfest offering HELP equipment 

for SARA members. A tailgate format is planned, WX permitting.  The pre-meeting 

Breakfast will be at Perkins Restaurant 2050 W. Frontage Rd. (Hwy 36 & Washington) 

in Stillwater at 7:30 AM. I hope to see you there!  

73 es CUL de Joe KCØOIO  

Membership Roster Updated 
 

As published in last month’s newsletter, anyone whom had not paid 2016 
dues by the February 13 meeting has now been removed from the SARA 
email list and roster. We currently have a total of 75 members for 2016.  

 

Everyone is encouraged to visit the www.radioham.org website to view 
SARA news and events, but being a current member and on the member 
email list will assure that you obtain SARA info in a timely manner. If you 
are not a current member, you are encouraged to complete a member-
ship form and submit it along with current dues to the Treasurer, John 
Zuercher N5JLZ, 935 Ferndale St. N., #209, Maplewood, MN 55119.  
 
Do not mail cash, but checks or cash may be given in person to John. 
Membership forms will be needed from new members as well as prior 
members whom have let memberships expire, in order to update the cur-
rent roster.  

 

Please continue to send any member updates (changes to addresses, 
phone numbers, etc.) to me at the below email address. 

 

Shel NØDRX 

Trustee@radioham.org 

http://www.radioham.org/
mailto:trustee@radioham.org
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"Ice Station 
WØJH 2016”   
Recap 
Operating from a frozen 
lake during Presidents’ Day 
weekend, Feb. 13 - 15 was 
SARA's usual idea of winter 
fun! This was the third year 
in a row for this special 
event, and an example of 
SARA's cold WX teamwork! 
 
Strong winds and near zero 
temps caused the wind-chill 
to reach 20° below zero. 
But everyone pitched in to help set-up and take-down camp each day on Lake Elmo. 
Using the club’s call, WØJH, two-man teams (operator & logger) operated near the 
east shore of Lake Elmo, MN (Washington County; Grid Square EN34nx; 44°59'13" N; 
92°52'50" W) from a 8’x8’ portable shelter sitting on 15” of ice. 
 
An 80-10m center-fed Zepp antenna 160’ long and 45’ high, ran north and south in 
trees along the shore. About 65’ of 450Ω ladderline ran from the antenna to a 4:1    
balun and coax from the balun entered the shelter. A Kenwood TS-570D transceiver 
ran 100 watts thru a MFJ-949E antenna tuner to the antenna. A laptop was used for 
logging. Power for the transceiver and computer was available from two 12 volt, deep-
cycle, sealed lead/acid batteries. Our ops kept toasty warm by the portable propane 
heater. Special TNX to Radio City (www.radioinc.com) for the loan of accessories!   
 

L to R: WØOXB, WØGAF, KDØOTB, NØDRX, KDØIPI, KCØOIO, KEØAIF 

Continued on next page 

http://www.radioinc.com
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Operation was SSB mode primarily on 20m and 40m. Propagation allowed for good 
contact throughout North America and several DX countries. While on the air for 3 
days, about 6 hours each day (late morning until late afternoon), about 800 contacts 
were logged. 
 
If you contacted us and would like a confirming QSL certificate, be sure to send your 
request to: IceStationW0JH2016@radioham.org 

 
As with all standard QSL requests, 
you must include: Callsign, Date, 
Time (UTC), Band/Frequency, 
Mode, Report (RST).  
 
As a service for SARA members, 
we’ll send a complimentary QSL 
certificate – even if you didn’t make 
contact with us! Just send a note to 
let Bob, Shel or Dave know you’d 
like one.  
 
 
 

 

mailto:IceStationW0JH2016@radioham.org
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Road Trip 
In the wee morning hours of March 5, the 
3 Amigos made a road trip to attend the 
Eau Claire Amateur Radio Club auction in 
Eau Claire, WI. Joe KCØOIO, Dave 
WØOXB and Shel NØDRX made the trip 
in two vehicles which were well loaded 
with items that members of the Handiham 
Evaluation Liaison Program considered 
suitable for sale at this auction. 
 
The 3 Amigos unanimously agreed that 
the auction was a great success. While 
items taken were considered to be either 
excess, or lower quality compared to what will be offered to current SARA 
members; what we took was considered to be fairly high quality compared 
to most items at the auction. We filled two 
large tables, which generated considera-
ble interest prior to the beginning of the 
auction and sales were brisk once the 
bidding got underway. 
 
En route home, the 3 Amigos met up for 
lunch and a brief after auction critique 
session in Menomonie, (sometimes  
referred to as Me-No-Money), with Jake 
KDØJTG, who has been a SARA member 
since he initially received his ham ticket. 
 

Shel NØDRX   
 
 
(Editor: It should be noted, 
the auction was held in the 
sanctity of a Lutheran church. 
Only God and wise, long-time 
hams know that swapping, 
haggling, buying and selling 
Amateur Radio gear can be a 
truly "religious" experience!)  
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SARA Needs YOU! 

Get involved ... 

Make a difference ... 

Have  fun! 

www.radioham.org  

(continued from page 1) 
 

SARA Mini-Hamfest (March 12 Meeting)  
Partial Equipment List 
 

All items will be offered on “First Come - First Served Basis” 
 

Alinco DX-70T HF Transceiver  
Astron RS-35A Power Supply 
Icom IC-821H VHF/UHF Transceiver 
Icom IC-706MKII HF/VHF Transceiver (w/voice synthesizer)  
Icom IC-718 HF Transceiver 
Icom IC-725 HF Transceiver 
Icom IC-735 HF Transceiver 
Icom IC-746 HF Transceiver 
2 - HF Packer Amp Kits (QRP) 
Kenwood TS-50 HF Transceiver 
Kenwood TS-430S HF Transceiver 
2 - Kenwood TS-570S HF Transceivers 
Kenwood TS-850S AT HF Transceiver 
2 - Kenwood TM-G707A VHF/UHF Transceivers (1 w/voice synthesizer; 1 without) 
MFJ-207 Antenna Analyzer 
MFJ-346 Frequency Counter 
MFJ-998RT Remote Auto Antenna Tuner 
2 - Samlex SEC 1223 Digital Power Supplies 
TenTec RX-320 HF Transceiver 
Yaesu FT-450 HF/50MHz Transceiver 
Yaesu FT-857 HF Transceiver 
2 - Yaesu FT-990 HF Transceivers  
Yaesu FT-1900 VHF Transceiver 
 

Plus handhelds and lots of other useful ham gear/accessories! 
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Hamfests in 2016 
 

Winter is the quiet time for hamfests in and around Minnesota. There 
are only a few events that I read about until spring melts the snow 
and ice again. 

Here is the updated list of hamfests in or near Minnesota in the 
coming months. I've put in minimum data but given you a web link to 
search for more info. The hamfests on the bottom of the list have not 
been officially scheduled since their last date and will be updated as 
they draw near. 

Gas and travel is expensive these days. Get on the air and talk it up 
that you are going to a hamfest and try to get a group to ride along 
and share the gas expense. You'll save money on gas and avoid that 
long, lonely ride in the car! 

73,  

Doug Reed, NØNAS 

 

 

2016 Hamfest Calendar 
 

 Midwinter Madness, Buffalo, MN 
Mar 12, 2016    http://www.k0ltc.org/ 

 Brainerd Area Hamfest, Brainerd, MN 
April 16, 2016    http://brainerdham.org/ 

 Duluth-Superior ARAC Hamfest, Superior, WI  
May 7, 2016    http://thearac.org/ann14.htm 

 Hamboree 2016 & ARRL Convention, Boone, IA 
May 14, 2016  http://www.3900club.com/ 

 RADIO DAZE 2016, St. Louis Park, MN 
Vintage radio auction and swap meet (not a general hamfest) 
May 20-21, 2016 http://www.northlandantiqueradioclub.com/ 

 MAGIC Tailgater, Roseville, MN 
July 9, 2016    http://www.magicrepeater.net/ 

http://www.k0ltc.org/%3e
http://brainerdham.org/%3e
http://thearac.org/ann14.htm%3e
http://www.3900club.com/%3e
http://www.northlandantiqueradioclub.com/%3e
http://www.magicrepeater.net/%3e
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SARA Needs YOU! 

Get involved ... 

Make a difference ... 

Have  fun! 

www.radioham.org  

 

Up-coming SARA Meetings & Events 

 March 12: SARA Monthly Meeting - Boutwells Landing          

 April 9: SARA Monthly Meeting - Boutwells Landing 

 April 23 (Tentative): Fox Hunt - Location TBA 

 April 28: VE Testing Session - Boutwells Landing         

 May 14: SARA Monthly Meeting - Boutwells Landing  

 May 19: New Ham Night - Brekke Park, Oak Park Heights 

 May 20 - 22 Dayton Hamvention® 

 June 16: Radios in the Park - Location TBA 

 June 25, 26: ARRL Field Day - Autumn Hills Park, Oak Park Heights 

2016 


