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WØJH 

Announcements 

 

 

SARA On the Air 

HF Phone Roundtables  
Daily except Tuesday & 
Thursday @ 20:00 Local: 
1.966 MHz  +/- QRM 

Monday @ 08:30 Local:   
3.856 MHz +/- QRM 

SARA Repeater Weekly Net 
Wednesday @ 21:00 Local: 
WØJH Repeater          

147.060
+
 MHz (Positive offset)  

114.8 Hz  TX tone (required) 
156.7 Hz  Receive tone 

 
Back by Popular Demand 
BPSK31/BPSK63 Digital Net 
Sunday @ 19:00 Local: 
3581.15 MHz USB     
(500 - 1,000 Hz)  
Monitor SARA Repeater       
for assistance 

  

     Signals from SARA 

October 10 Meeting Program: 
Fun with DXing - Mike Paskeuric  
(aka: NØODK, 3W6DK, 3W2DK, XV4MN)  

 
Since about the time he passed his 
General License exam in late 
1999, Mike has been fascinated by 
DX.   According to Mike, “Probably 
my first, memorable DX experienc-
es go back to operating the SARA/
Handiham  station at Courage St. 
Croix. While Marv (WØMGI), Joe 
(WØTBC), Orv (KØYEF) and other 
old timers talked about stuff at the Thursday Night Eye 
Ball QSO Parties; I was busy making DX contacts.” He 
recalls how it was hard to beat the station and operating 
conditions on 20m and 17m throughout the world!”  
 
Then, just a few days after having his HF privileges, he 
was flying to Viet Nam to operate his very own, single 
operator, DX-pedition. Admittedly, Mike learned a lot 
(quickly) when he was DX station 3W6DK!  
 
Recognized as a world-class DXer, Mike has logged 
over 322 countries and been having fun making DX con-
tacts for quite a while. His passion for DX also extends to 
telling and teaching others. Consistent with that, Mike 
wants to share some things he’s learned about working 
DX and about being DX. At the October 10 meeting, 
Mike will outline how just about anyone can enjoy the 
thrill of making long distant QSOs and how to reduce 
some of the frustration.  

Monthly Meeting  
October 10, 2015 

Boutwells Landing  
Auditorium A (Gables Wing) 

 

Meeting: 09:00 

Program: Mike (NØODK), 
Having Fun with DX 

 

Pre-meeting: ~07:30  
Breakfast & Coffee  

Joseph’s Restaurant   
East/Right Side 

S.A.R.A. is a proud affiliate of the Courage Kenny Handiham System 

 

October 
2015 

Continued on next page 

http://www.radioham.org/
http://www.boutwells.org/gpc.iml
http://www.josephsstillwater.com/
http://www.handiham.org/drupal2/
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He’ll present facts, basic information and explain how to get started. Mike will let us in 
on some of the tips and tricks you can use to add to the fun of DXing. Mike will be 
ready to answer questions so bring ‘em along. 

 
 
You really 
won’t want to 
miss this.... 

“Remembering the Edmund Fitzgerald" Split Rock Lighthouse  
Special Event October 30, 31 & November 1 

SARA’s big, annual special event is coming soon! About 20 members of the club will be 
operating as WØJH Special Event Station. Besides two phone stations operating from 
the trail center, we’ll have a digital (PSK) station operating from the adjacent 
campground.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you’re interested in attending for all or part of this event, don’t wait;  
contact Dave (WØOXB) ASAP.  
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From the Shack 

Notes from the President 

Greetings from my shack  
de Joe KCØOIO 
 
 

As I am writing this column, I am on 160m with the SARA gang, and the 2-

meter rig is powered up and waiting for the SARA Ragchew, and I’ve been 

putting finishing touches on the operations plan for the ADA StepOut Walk. 

All in all, a busy night of ham activities. Oh, and I cut the grass before I start-

ed down in the shack. 

SARA continues a busy fall season. General Class License classes have 

been well attended. Many thanks to Bob Jensen, WØGAF, for his efforts  

organizing the classes and instructors. The White Rock Special Event was a 

great event.  We’re heading to the North Shore at the end of the month for 

the Remember the Edmund Fitzgerald from Split Rock State Park. Thanks to 

Dave Glas WØOXB for all the work he does putting together our special 

events and the teams to work them. We continue to be one of the premier 

radio clubs in Minnesota! 

It’s time to start thinking about dues for 2016. This year, we’re giving all re-

newing and new members a nice oval “SARA Amateur Radio” decal when 

you pay your dues for the coming year. Be sure to get yours, they look good 

on the back window of the vehicle! See Treasurer John N5JLZ for yours! 

We’ve also got sharp looking SARA coffee mugs for sale at $3.00 each. 

Be sure to see my “On The Waterfall” column in this issue for information on 

the return of the SARA Digital net coming Sunday, October 11. 

Our October General Meeting is Saturday October 10 at 9:00 AM at 

Boutwells Landing, Auditorium A. The program this month is “Fun With 

DXing” with Mike Paskeuric NØODK. The pre-meeting Breakfast is at the  

recently remodeled Joseph’s Restaurant in Stillwater at 7:30 AM. I hope to 

see you there!  

73 es CUL  

Joe, KCØOIO  
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Education Update 

The 2015 General Class is off and running. We had nine folks show up for the first night 
of class, including three non-licensed people who are interested in riding along as they study 
for their Technician license. We’ve picked up a couple more since then. It’s a much better  
situation than we had last year, when we didn’t have enough people to start the class. 
 
Reminder to all members; you do not need to be studying for your General license to join us 
for class. If you want to bone-up on a specific topic, maybe antennas or propagation for exam-
ple, you are always welcome to sit in for the evening. We encourage you to take advantage of 
the knowledge and experience of our instructors. Also, if you happen to be studying for an  
upgrade on your own, you are welcome to join us for our VE testing session on November 12 
at Boutwells Landing. 
 
Speaking of instructors, I’d like to thank all of SARA members who contribute time and effort 
to train and upgrade new hams. Our classes have a tremendous success rate of students 
passing their license exam, and it’s entirely due to the commitment of our volunteer instruc-
tors. Also, if you have an interest in sharing what you know, consider joining us as a volunteer 
instructor. Teaching new hams can be a very rewarding experience. Contact me or any SARA 
officer for more information. 
 
73, Bob (WØGAF) 
SARA Education Coordinator 
 

SARA Needs YOU! 

Get involved ... 

Make a difference ... 

Have  fun! 

www.radioham.org  

2016 Memberships Now Accepted 

 
SARA Membership runs on a calendar basis from January 1 through December 31.  

Dues are $20 for Regular Membership and $10 for Associate Membership.  

Please send dues to SARA Treasurer: John Zuercher (N5JLZ), 935 Ferndale St. N., 

#209, Maplewood, MN 55119.  

 

Thank you to all who have submitted 2016 dues already.  

 

Please continue to send any changes in contact info or license status to Shel Mann 

(NØDRX): trustee@radioham.org. Shel maintains SARA records, including the  

roster. 
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On the Waterfall 

By Joe Heitzinger, KCØOIO  
(PODXS 070 #1601 & LONP #256,      
DMC #05351, EPC #19663,) 
 
 
Greetings all! Welcome to “On the Waterfall.”   
This month, I’d like to share another in the series of postings from the 070 club e-mail 
reflector authored by Harvey Licht K5PAX: “What I like about… BPSK63.”  
(Reprinted with permission) 
 
Well, it’s actually BPSK62.5, but I really like it - no matter what it’s called. This mode 
was developed to go head to head with RTTY as a contesting mode, and does it ever. 
I personally think that it is about a head above RTTY for contesting. First of all, 
BPSK63 is faster - 100 WPM versus 60 WPM for standard RTTY. BPSK63 is more 
bandwidth - efficient too. It’s about one-fifth as wide as a standard RTTY trace. 
BPSK63 is also more sensitive than RTTY -- about 3 dB better S/N ratio by the specifi-
cations. 
 
So what’s not to like? While BPSK63 is narrower than RTTY, its trace is twice as wide 
as that of BPSK31. Courtesy demands that it be used just outside the regular BPSK31 
suggested frequencies. Some digimode etiquette experts suggest that it be used 
‘channelized’, that is, centered on preset frequencies. In practice, this is seldom done. 
While BPSK63 is more sensitive to weak signals than RTTY, it is a notch less sensitive 
than BPSK31. The BPSK63 fans say to just double your power, but that just admits a 
sensitivity loss. The data says it is about 3 dB less sensitive than BPSK31. 
 
Tuning is easier though. The wide signal is a great target - just get the cursor some-
where in the middle. In the real world it seems to combat drifting also - less need to 
mouse-click adjust during a QSO. Visibility on the screen is usually pretty good, but 
when a signal gets weak, the trace is not as dense as a BPSK31 trace, and may be 
harder to see. In general though, it is a fabulous contest mode. 
 
The Verdict: 
Weak signal reception: [-] 
Ease of tuning: [+] 
Visibility on the screen: [okay  - no marks] 
Speed: [+] 
 
A special note of appreciation: BPSK63 was developed by Moe Wheatley AJ4JY and 
Skip Teller KH6TY. Their contributions to the digimodes are many, and not that well 
recognized. BPSK63 came onto the scene when I first started with PSK. To my young 
eyes it was the best combination of features in a digimode. I continue to have a special 
affection for it. 
 



6 

SARA DIGI NET    
Why the focus on BPSK63 this time?  
 
It’s the favorite mode for the SARA Digital Net!  The net returns to the air 
on Sunday, October 11 at 7:00 PM Central. The net usually runs for ~30-
45 minutes and wraps up in time for the gang to move to 160m for the 
SARA 160m Round Robin Rag Chew. 
 
Join us for this enjoyable digital modes net on 3581.15 MHz USB, cen-
tered between 500-1000 Hz up on the waterfall. If you need help, we’ll be 
monitoring the SARA repeater. And, we can provide individual assistance 
at Thursday Night Eye Ball QSO Parties. Just let us know how we can 
help you! 
 
The net will not be on the air for Sunday, November 1 as many of the reg-
ulars, including the Net Control will be returning from the “Remembering 
the Edmund Fitzgerald” special event. 
 
Until next time, 73 and I hope to see you on the waterfall!   
Joe, KCØOIO 
 

Official  SARA  Mug  Available 

S 
ARA now has a club coffee mug. First offered at our September 

General meeting, we’ve already sold quite a few. 

At the bargain basement rate 

of $3.00 each, you can count 

on this looking great in your shack and in 

other parts of your QTH. (Yes, it can be 

used with drinks other than coffee.) 

Pick up a few for yourself, friends and 

relatives!   

Start your Christmas shopping early?!  
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Recap: WØJH White Rock, SD Tri-state   
Special Event (Sept. 18 - 20) 
SARA members set up and operated portable stations from the junction of three 
states; South Dakota, North Dakota and Minnesota. It marked the fifth time we’ve   
operated from this location; previous events were in 1999, 2000, 2002 and 2012. 
 
A portable station, our base camp, was operated from White Rock, South Dakota; 
about one mile from the tri-state marker. Another was situated at the marker (counties 
of Roberts, SD, Richland, ND and Traverse, MN) at Grid Square EN15.    
 
One of the town’s two residents, Mayor and former ham Rudy Rodriguez, was on 
hand throughout the event. And SARA member Randy Olson (KDØVKB) the ex-
mayor of White Rock also attended! (What are the chances of knowing two mayors, 
with ham backgrounds, from a very small town?! It’s not only a small town but a small 
world!) We operated from tents and cars, using battery power and portable, wire an-
tennas. We connected with other hams over three days (~20 on-air hours) on the 160, 
75, 40 and 20 meter bands. Base camp used a Kenwood TS-570 HF transceiver, an 
MFJ manual antenna tuner and 160’ long, center-fed Zepp antenna ~50’ high in a 
large cottonwood tree. We also erected and used a 40m, 20m and 15m ground plane/
vertical antenna. At the tri-state marker, we lashed a lightweight, portable mast to the 
monument. A 110’ long center-fed Zepp was raised to ~20’ and connected to a LDG 
IT-100 automatic antenna tuner and an Icom IC-706MKIIG transceiver in John’s 
(N5JLZ) car.  
 
Over 400 phone contacts were made throughout North America and Europe. About 
150 requests for QSL certificates have been received. Even if you didn’t make contact 
with our special event station, you can receive a free, personalized certificate like the 
one below. Send your request to Dave (WØOXB). 
 
TNX to SARA Sponsors! 
 
Amateur Radio supplier Radio City, 
Inc. (www.radioinc.com) jointly spon-
sored this SARA event with the   
Courage Kenny Handiham System 
(www.handiham.org) by providing 
radio gear and accessories. 
 
 
 
 
 
Dave Glas (WØOXB), Bob Jensen (WØGAF), Jim Alders (KDØIPI), Randy Olson 
(KDØVKB & ex-mayor), Shel Mann (NØDRX), Mayor Rudy Rodrigues, John Zuercher 
(N5JLZ), Mary Mann (NØDXH) 

2015 Operators 

http://www.radioinc.com/
http://www.handiham.org/


8 Continued on next page 

 

Always travel light 

So where are the ground rods we left 
here in 1999? 

The screen tent seems a bit 
low Mayor Rudy 

Was that a Whiskey 3 or 3 Whiskey?  

A few plastic garbage bags placed 
strategically keeps the rain out 

Kinda cold and wet for shorts Jim  
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It’s nice to stretch your legs 

TNX much to our sponsors 

Check and double check - two level 
verification 

It’s nice to stretch your legs 

Lashed to the tri-state marker, the 
MFJ 31’ high mast is raised to 
~20’ - then guyed (that dang wind 
really blows out there!) 

John sets up his 25’ portable mast 
with rotatable dipole (2 Hamsticks) 

N5JLZ and WØOXB patents 
pending 
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Impressive antennas - too bad the 75m 
and 40m bands didn’t cooperate 

Little mobile QTH on the prairie  

Shel and Dave present Mayor 
Rudy with his SARA coffee mug 
and window decal 

The tale of two mayors, two 
signs and one city 

Mary and the Mayor 



11 

 

 



 

 

12 

SARA Meetings & Events 
 
 
 

 
 October 10: SARA Monthly Meeting - Boutwells Landing                                        
 
 
 October 11: SARA Digital Net Resumes (refer to info in newsletter) 
 
 
 Oct. 30-Nov. 1: Split Rock Lighthouse Special Event - Split Rock, MN 
 
 
 November 12: VE Testing - Boutwells Landing 
 
 
 November 14: SARA Monthly Meeting - Boutwells Landing                 
 
 
 December 12: SARA Monthly Meeting - Boutwells Landing                                                           

2015 


