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WØJH 

Announcements 

 

 

SARA On the Air 

HF Phone Roundtable  
Daily except Tuesday & 
Thursday @ 20:00 Local on 
1.903 MHz  +/- ~25 KHz 

Monday @ 09:00 Local on 
3.857 MHz +/- 
 

SARA Repeater Weekly Net 
Wednesday 21:00 Local on 
WØJH Repeater  

147.060 MHz +   
114.8 Hz  tone  
156.7 Hz output tone 
 

BPSK31/BPSK63 Digital Net 
Sunday @ 1900 Local on 
3582.150 MHz (center  
frequency = 1,000) Monitor 
SARA Repeater for help. 

  

     Signals from SARA 

Saturday January 10 Meeting: 
Election of Officers 2015 
The following describes the election process.  
All eligible voters with e-mail capabilities were sent an 
electronic ballot January 1. (Please refer to that mailing 
to vote via e-mail.) 
 
Eligible voters, not voting via e-mail, can vote at the  
January meeting, or by USPS (snail) mail or by  
telephone. SARA Trustee Shel (NØDRX) is handling and 
recording all votes confidentially.  
 
At press time, the following is the slate of candidates: 
President: Joe Heitzinger (KCØOIO) 
 

Vice-President: Keith Miller (AGØH) 
  

Secretary: Steve Bonine (KAØOBI) 
  

Treasurer: John Zuercher (N5JLZ) 
 

Director:  
Bill Eggers (KDØOTB)  
Peter Howard (NØGRM) 
 
(Positions are for one year terms except for the  
Directors who are elected for a two-year term. Director 
terms are “staggered” – only one position is up for  
election each year.) 
 
Associate Members may not serve as a SARA officer 
and do not have voting privileges, but have all other club 
privileges. Only 2015 Regular members have voting  
privileges and able to serve as a SARA officer for 2015.  
 

Monthly Meeting  
Saturday 

10 January 2015 
Boutwells Landing  

Auditorium A 
 

Pre-meeting Breakfast &  
Coffee  -  7:30 at  

Joseph’s Restaurant   
 

Meeting - 9:00 am 

Program:  Election of  
Officers & SARA White   

Elephant Exchange Party 

S.A.R.A. is a proud affiliate of the Courage Kenny Handiham System 

 

January 
2015 

Continued on next page 

http://www.radioham.org/
http://www.boutwells.org/gpc.iml
http://www.josephsstillwater.com/
http://www.handiham.org/drupal2/
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Votes accepted at the meeting: 
Any member who submits a vote prior to the January 10 meeting, will have the option 
to cast their vote in person at that meeting if they choose. In that case, only your vote 
at the meeting will be counted.  
 
Anyone who has not paid 2015 dues, may pay dues in person prior to the beginning of 
the January 10 monthly meeting, and be eligible to vote at that meeting. We are still 
going to adhere to the one vote per member principle! 
 
Votes accepted via e-mail: 
Electronic votes may be submitted by replying to this e-mail ballot (sent January 1) and 
will be automatically sent to: shel.mann@radioham.org 
Shel is the only person with access to any of the above e-mail accounts, and no one 
else will know who votes and/or for whom they vote. 
 
Votes accepted via US Postal Services: 
“Snail Mail” votes must be submitted to:  
Shel Mann (NØDRX), 1618 Pine St. West, Stillwater, MN 55082  
 
Votes accepted by telephone: 
To enable all 2015 members the opportunity to vote, Shel will also accept votes by  
telephone only from the few members who fall into the following categories: 
 Anyone who does not have a valid email address listed with SARA, and does not 

expect to attend the January meeting.  
 Anyone with a physical situation that would make it difficult, or impossible for them 

to vote electronically or in person at the January meeting.  
Anyone wishing to vote by phone will have to talk to Shel directly, so if he is not home, 
leave your name, callsign, and phone number, and Shel will call you back. Evenings 
are the best time to call at 651-439-1272. 
 

Nominations were accepted for SARA officers through December 31, 2014. All current 
2015 SARA members with voting privileges, are welcome and encouraged to submit 
your vote at this time, either electronically, or via snail mail. Electronic and snail mail 
votes received from now through midnight local time on January 9th will be  
accepted. The membership roster just prior to the beginning of the January 10 meeting 
will be used to determine final voter eligibility, so you have until the beginning of the 
January 10 meeting to pay 2015 dues and be eligible to vote.  

Shel will plans to send a confirmation back to you from his n0drx@hotmail.com e-mail 
address, upon receipt of all valid electronic votes.  

Please do not submit your vote at this time, if your 2015 dues have not been pro-
cessed, as it will not be counted, and will only add clutter to the process.  
 

Note: An up-to-date listing of SARA members is published  
elsewhere in this newsletter.  (See page 5.) 

 

mailto:shel.mann@radioham.org
mailto:n0drx@hotmail.com
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SARA White Elephant Exchange Party 
(Saturday, January 10)  
You won’t want to miss the always popular SWEEP! 
 

Immediately following what is believed to be a highly-contested Election of Of-
ficers, we'll hold the ever-popular, always fun White Elephant gift exchange.  

If you need a reason to participate, consider these benefits:  
1. Clean your shack of something(s) you no longer need or want!  
2. Go home with something more useful/desirable than you started with!  
3. FUN and SURPRISES during the event are guaranteed!  
4. Last but certainly not least; we’ve added an important new wrinkle this year! 
We’re combining a LOTTERY drawing with this year’s SWEEP. 
 
:: Win a $50 Radio City Gift Certificate – for FREE! 
Each 2015 SARA member who brings a gift (using the word loosely!) to exchange will be entered auto-
matically into a random drawing. The winner will receive a $50 gift certificate redeemable at Radio City 
(aka The Candy Store).  

Details & Rules:  
Each participant brings at least one wrapped “White Elephant” gift. This could be something you have 

laying around your Ham Shack that you don’t use or no longer need. If you don’t have a “White Ele-
phant” you're willing to part with (hey, I’ll REALLY be surprised!), then bring something with a maximum 
value of ~$10. (Maybe take a trip to Ax-man Surplus is appropriate?!)  

Numbers are put into a hat, equal to the number of gifts brought by members.  
Each participant draws a number from the hat. (Those who bring more than one gift can draw as 

many numbers as the gifts they bring.)  
The person with number “1” goes first.  
The first person chooses one of the wrapped gifts and opens it.  
The gift is described; as best as possible. (The person bringing the gift may assist.) 
The person with number “2” is next and has a choice. This person can select either the unwrapped 

gift from the first person or – can choose to open one of the wrapped gifts.  
If anyone has the gift they selected and unwrapped taken away from them (chosen by a subsequent 

participant), they can choose an unwrapped gift that someone else has (except the one taken from 
them) or choose one of the wrapped gifts.  

A person cannot choose back a gift from the person who just took it from that person in that round.    
It is allowable to choose that gift back again in a later round.  

The “round” continues until each person who had a gift – has a gift; exchanged or opened.  
The person holding the next, sequential number begins the next round.  
The exchange continues until all participants have one gift and all gifts are exchanged.  

 

Notes:  
Don’t spend a lot of time/energy on wrapping. Heck, you can use a paper or plastic grocery bag – or 

even a garbage bag for large, odd shaped items.  
We encourage you to look thru your shack for an item you no longer want or need.  

(As a last resort, you can always let your spouse/XYL select a gift from your shack collection!)  
 
Following the SWEEP, the lottery drawing will 
be held. 
 
One 2015 SARA member who brought a gift, will 
be drawn randomly and win the $50 Radio City 
gift certificate.  
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President’s Letter – January 2015 

As this is my last newsletter contribution as president 

of SARA, I want to take the opportunity to thank the 

club and club officers for the privilege to hold this 

prominent position. 

During my tenure, I was fortunate to participate in 

several club improvement projects, including moving 

the club repeater, development and release of the 

new website and new club logo.  I want to extend a 

special thank you to the core group of individuals who 

guide, drive and support the club’s numerous  

activities; these are the current and past club officers.  

It’s the contribution of time and energy from this 

group that keeps this club together.   

It was an honor to be part of this leadership team. 

Moving forward - I’m excited about Joe (KCØOIO) accepting his nomination to run 

for president.  His tenure with the club exceeds mine, and his long leadership history 

with the Boy Scouts has provided him experience to work within a volunteer  

organization.  Not to mention his SARA roll as vice president for the past several 

years! 

As for myself, I accepted the nomination for director as did Bill (KDØOTB).   

Independent of the election results, I look forward to continue contributing to the 

club.  

At this month’s meeting, we are completing the election of club officers.  By now you 

would have received an email providing you the opportunity to vote online.  Those 

without an online presence will have the opportunity to vote via paper at the January 

meeting. 

There will be a change to this year’s SARA White Elephant Exchange Party - our 

January meeting activity.  A raffle ticket will be issued to everyone who brings a 

wrapped gift to the meeting.  The ticket is for a drawing to win a $50 Radio City gift 

certificate; the drawing will take place after the gift exchange. 

As always, don’t forget the pre-meeting-breakfast with other club members at  

Joseph’s Restaurant (7:30am). 

73, 

Peter NØGRM 

SARA President - Stillwater Amateur Radio Association 
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SARA Membership Update 
We have been looking forward and planning for the new year for the past couple of 
months. The annual SARA election process has begun and will be concluded at the 
January 10

th
 monthly meeting. Planning is well under way for the Ice House Special 

Event on Goose Lake in February, and some early discussions have been going on 
regarding Field Day.  
 
As we approached the end of 2014, I have fairly routinely been making it a point to be 
sure everyone was aware of their membership status. With the election now under-
way, I am including the most recent list of members, but do not intend to repeat with 
an updated list in the upcoming months. This list is current as of January 1, 2015. Any-
one who has not renewed their 2015 membership by the upcoming January meeting, 
will be removed from the SARA active member email list. 
 
2015 Regular Members:  AD6QT, ADØCK, AEØSL, AGØH, KAØHYR, KAØOBI, 
KBØJER, KBØOHI, KBØRGS, KC9GEJ, KCØMKS, KCØOIO, KCØQVO, KDØDEO, 
KDØEJJ, KDØJTG, KDØLPY, KDØOOZ, KDØOPB, KDØOTB, KDØPKY, KDØRUI, 
KDØVKB, KDØWGH, KIØB, KSØJ, KØBR, KØGCP, KØGW, KØHAS, KØKJS, KØ-
SON, N5JLZ, N9EZC, N9JNQ, NNØK, NØDRX, NØGRM, NØMR, NØODK, NØUHR, 
NØZRF, VE3MXJ, VE3XT, W9LHG, WAØTDA, WBØMOA, WØDIK, WØELC, WØFL, 
WØGAF, WØMCQ, WØOXB, WØTBC, WØWTP  
2015 Associate & Family Members:  KB9WTB, KCØHRM, KCØHRN, KDØHTN, 
NØDXH, W7HQQ  
2016 Regular Members:  AEØSL, KDØEJJ, KDØOTB, W9LHG, WØDIK, WØTBC, 
WØWTP   
2016 Associate & Family Members:  KB9WTB, KDØHTN 
 
73,  
Shel NØDRX  
trustee@radioham.org  
 
 

Come and find out 

who made Skip’s 2014 

list of naughty and 

nice SARA members! 
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In Memoriam  
Jerry Fraser (WØWVO) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SARA member Jerry Fraser passed away on December 16, 2014. Many of our  
members might not have known him in person as his health slowly deteriorated  
during the past 5 years and it became difficult for him to attend functions.  He was, 
however, very active on the ham bands:  chasing DX, checking into the PICO Net 
and PJ Net on 80 meters and the SARA Rag Chew Net on 160 meters.  
 
A number of us in the Ham community attended Jerry’s memorial service in White 
Bear Lake on December 27.  Stories were exchanged and Jerry was fondly  
remembered as a kind and fun loving individual who lived life to the fullest.  His son 
Scott said that during his final days, Jerry was almost ‘nocturnal’.  He explained that 
Jerry had made it a priority of checking into the PJ Gang (Pajama Gang) Net on 
3.837 KHz every morning (except Sundays).  Jerry had slept late several mornings 
and began staying up during the night so that he would be awake to make the  
scheduled net.  After the net was over, he would go to bed. 
 
Jerry had been a member of SARA for over 20 years and was last able to attend 
SARA’s Field Day in 2013. Jerry will be missed.   
 
Rest in peace my friend …_._ de ag0h 
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Ice Station WØJH Special Event  
on Frozen Goose Lake (Feb. 14-16)  
 
Ice is getting thick and it’s only ~6 weeks until we’ll be operating a portable  
station from a small lake near Scandia, MN.  
 
Co-chairs Bob and Dave are coordinating all of the event’s 
logistics including – but not limited to – organizing shelter, 
power, food/drink, erecting antennas, hooking-up radio  
equipment and scheduling operators. We’ll be setting up and 
operating from a portable ice fishing, tent-type shelter with a 
portable heater. The shelter will be located on the west side 
of the lake. There is public access to the lake and parking for 
~10 vehicles. A multi-band HF antenna (center-fed Zepp; NO 
surprise here?!) will be supported by trees on the west shore. 
The shelter and all gear will be taken down and stowed each 
evening following operation. The QTH of Bruce (KØSON) is 
less than a mile from the lake and will likely be used for  
storing, staging gear, networking, etc. 
 
Unfortunately this event is not for everyone. The location is not truly  
handicap-accessible so attendees must be able-bodied folks capable of withstanding 
a 100’ trek thru snow to get to the station on the lake. We need some rugged  
volunteers willing to brave cold WX to help with the necessary physical activities – in 
addition to operating radio gear. 
 
Dates / Times / Schedule / QSL:   
February 14, 15, 16, 2015 (Presidents' Day weekend) 

Saturday, 2/14: 10:00 am Setup, Operating until ~4:00 pm 
Sunday, 2/15: 10:00 am – ~4:00 pm 
Monday, 2/16: 10:00 am – ~4:00 pm (~4:00 – 5:00 Dismantling) 
Frequencies: 3.860, 7.260, 14.260, 21.360, 28.360 MHz 

     ::  Tune +/– 20 KHz if QRM 
     ::  SSB is the standard mode; digital operation may be used by those inter-
ested 
 
QSL certificates will be available when requested via email address:   
IceStationW0JH2015@radioham.org 
 
Event announcement and details will be in the February issue of QST and posted on 
the ARRL web site. 
 
If this sounds like your kinda fun – don’t wait; contact Bob or Dave and reserve a 
spot!  

(Visitors are certainly welcome to attend but for liability insurance reasons, all  
scheduled participants must be 2015 SARA members.) 
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Technician License Classes 
Starting Thursday, March 5 
 
Know SOMEONE who might enjoy the wonderful world of Amateur Radio?!  
Wouldn't you like to enjoy ham experiences with your spouse, kids, grand-kids,  
brothers, sisters, nephews, nieces, cousins, in-laws or other family members?!  How 
about friends, neighbors, work acquaintances or others?  
 
Technician License classes will be held at the Stillwater Public Library (224 Third 
Street North).  There are eight Thursday classes plus a final exam session.  Class 
time is 6:00 to 8:00 pm.  The VE session location will be announced.  
 
Here's a perfect time to get SOMEONE started in Amateur Radio. We can almost 
guarantee there may never be an easier, better opportunity for virtually anyone to 
earn their license! (Remember, there's no Morse code required!) 
 
According to Education and Training Coordinator Bob (WØGAF), “Over the last five 
years, around 70 students have attended the SARA Technician License Classes. 
Many of these students have gone on to become General and Extra Class hams, as 
well as club officers. We could not have achieved this success without the  
commitment and generosity of the SARA members who volunteer their time as  
instructors and mentors. Thanks to all of you.”  
 
Bob continued, “For those who might be interested in teaching in one of our licensing 
classes please don’t be shy. We’re always looking for new instructors, and we  
promise to break you in easy. It’s a great way to share your knowledge, and to pay it 
forward to the ham community.”  
 
As you know, this is a great hobby - pass the word! 
 
If you have questions, or would like to find out more about teaching ham classes, call 
Bob (WØGAF): 612.802.2269  
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Skywarn Class Saturday, February 28 
 

As in the past, SARA is sponsoring one of the earliest Skywarn classes in 
the Twin Cities. Scheduled Feb. 28 from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm (with lunch 
break), class will be at the Stillwater Public Library (224 Third Street North). 
  
If you've attended in previous years, you know the library’s Margaret Rivers 
Room is an excellent location to watch the informative photos and videos 
that will be presented to illustrate weather phenomena.  
 
If you haven't taken Skywarn training recently, remember you must re-
certify every two years in order to remain current.   Never been to a  

Skywarn class?! You really owe it to yourself to attend – even if you don't plan to be an active 
spotter. The information in Skywarn training is valuable and can be lifesaving! 
 
Although Skywarn severe weather net reporting requires an Amateur Radio license, the class 
is open to the public and is accredited for members of the police and other public safety  
departments. Anyone with serious interest in weather who takes this class, quickly learns the 
important role ham radio plays in Skywarn. It’s no coincident; we start free Technician License 
classes the following week. 
 
Help drum-up business for ham radio and SARA by promoting the Skywarn and Technician 
classes to your colleagues at work and in other non-ham organizations.    
 
 
 
 

Computer Upgrade Completed 
 
About 10 years ago, SARA received a number of laptop computers through a donation  
facilitated by a former SARA member. Those Windows 2000 laptops have been in use  
regularly since then primarily as our logging computers. At one time there were nearly twenty 
laptops; but age and attrition have dwindled that number to 3 maybe 4 that work and those 
have to be treated gingerly. It is time to upgrade. 
 
Joe (KCØOIO), Bob (WØGAF) and Dave 
(WØOXB) formed a team, at the direction of 
the Board of Directors, to research, select 
and acquire three new Windows computers 
for SARA. After some discussion amongst 
the team; additional input from several club 
members; an approved budget; and careful 
review of retailer ads - it was time to make 
the purchase. A late December trip to the Micro Center in St. Louis Park by Joe, Bob, and 
Dave resulted in the acquisition of three identical Toshiba Satellite laptop computers.  
 
The new computers feature an Intel Pentium Quad-Core processor, Windows 8.1, 4GB RAM, 
500GB Hard Drive, DVD SuperMulti Drive, Memory Card reader, wired, WiFi & Bluetooth  
connectivity, and a 15.6 Widescreen HD Display. The computers are all being set up  
identically with our favored logging software from N3FJP, Fldigi NBEMS Suite, OpenOffice 
and selected other software as determined. A 16 GB SD card and a carrying case have been 
purchased for each laptop. All totaled, the purchase is under budget!  
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Another year has started and where (as been said many times  
before) has the time gone?  Well, we had a very productive year in 
SARA with two special events, Field Day, and 9 General meetings  
with programs. Add to that many Thursday night eyeball sessions, a 

Skywarn training session, 16 licensing classes, three VE testing sessions and, of 
course the many M.A.P. sessions held for various members to put up antennas, fix  
antennas, fix computer problems…  and the list goes on. SARA has qualified as a  
Special Service Club by the ARRL.  That means we’re a full-service club to our  
members.   I want to take this opportunity to thank all of the members who pitched in to 
help with all of the work. Without you, we would not be able to keep up the momentum. 
Your club can always use more help if you can spare the time.   
 
The ARRL Centennial celebration is now over. I for one believe this program was one 
of the better things the ARRL could have done for its members. It resulted in a large 
increase of activity on the bands. I probably spent more time on the air this past year 
that I have in the previous four years combined. My CW skill level has increased but 
still has a way to go when it comes to rag chewing hihi. 
 
I hope you take this time in the first part of the year to increase your activity on the air.  
There is no end to the contests and nets you can participate in. Then, of course, rag 
chew nets abound. And, if all else fails and you find a band that has no signals, try  
calling CQ. It’s amazing how many times you’ll get a response when you thought the 
band was dead. 
 
We hope to see you at the General meeting this month. As always, a pre-breakfast 
meeting will be held at Joseph’s Restaurant where fine food goes along with fine  
conversation (and maybe a few tall tales hi hi).   
 
73, 
Keith Miller -  AGØH 

 

THIS  ‘N  THAT  -  January, 2015 

SARA Needs YOU! 

Get involved ... 

Make a difference ... 

Have fun! 

www.radioham.org  
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On the Waterfall 

By Joe Heitzinger KCØOIO  
(PODXS 070 #1601 & LONP #256, DMC #05351, 

EPC #19663) 

Happy New Year and Welcome to “ON THE WATERFALL.”   
I hope everyone had a good 2014 on the waterfall. There has been plenty to do this past 
year, with the ARRL Centennial QSO Party going the full year plus numerous digital  
contests and Special Events. Murphy applied his law to my operation this year, first taking 
out the 11-year-old center-fed Zepp during a storm this spring. Got the antenna replaced in  
July and back on the air. Then I decided to make necessary repairs in the Shack space due 
to water damage from last spring’s thaw and that wound up taking longer than planned.  
Finally, I’ve been chasing an RF issue in the shack much of the past few weeks, but I think 
I have that tamed through a combination of fixes. So far, the reports are good. I recently 
acquired an Icom IC-736 for use as the primary rig. I now have that rig working on the  
digital modes with the addition of the proper adapter cable and jumper module for  
SignaLink USB.  Here’s to a better 2015 on the airwaves!  
 
I have just installed WSPR. You can find it at http://physics.princeton.edu/pulsar/K1JT/ .  
WSPR (pronounced "whisper") stands for "Weak Signal Propagation Reporter." This  
program is designed for sending and receiving low-power transmissions to test propagation 
paths on the MF and HF bands. Users with Internet access can watch results in real time 
at WSPRnet.  WSPR implements a protocol designed for probing potential propagation 
paths with low-power transmissions. Normal transmissions carry a station's callsign,  
Maidenhead grid locator and transmitter power in dBm. The program can decode signals 
with  S/N as low as -28 dB in a 2500 Hz bandwidth. Stations with Internet can automatically 
upload their reception reports to a central database called WSPRnet, which includes a 
mapping facility. To see a live version of the map, visit:  
http://wsprnet.org/drupal/wsprnet/map  
 
I set up the program and started it. Once you have the set up complete, it’s pretty simple to 
operate. You can operate in receive only or RX/TX. A receive cycle executes automatically 
every even minute. The TX cycle occurs less frequently, looks like once every ten minutes 
in my case. In my initial run at about 2330 hrs local on 80m, my signal was reported as far 
away as the EA8 Canary Islands. That’s at 5 watts or less -  impressive! I only let it run for 
about 30 minutes before I surrendered to the drooping eyelids for the night. I am looking 
forward to more time with this mode. Time to rejoin the PSKFEST, 20m is opening up… 
 
SARA DIGI NET has returned!   
The SARA Digital Modes Net on 80m is Sundays at 1900 hrs CST. Find us at 3582.150 
with the “sweet spot” or center frequency around 1000. Enabling RxID and TxID will make  
it easy to find us. The net operates in BPSK31 on the Sunday following the SARA monthly 
meeting. The rest of the month we’ll usually run BPSK63, but NCS can and will change up, 
so you need to be on your toes. Several of us monitor the SARA repeater (147.060+ 114.8 
Hz Input Tone) during the net for voice coordination if anyone has questions or needs some 
digital mode operating guidance. We’ve had increased participation and some  
participants are coming back to digital modes for the first time in years. Everyone is 
welcome to join us.  
 
Until next time, 73 and I hope to see you on the waterfall!    de KCØOIO  kn 

http://physics.princeton.edu/pulsar/K1JT/
http://physics.princeton.edu/pulsar/K1JT/wspr.html
http://wsprnet.org/
http://wsprnet.org/
http://wsprnet.org/drupal/wsprnet/map
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Continued ---> 

Counterpoise 
 
It’s a new year and once again my chance to reflect on the past           
year. Boy, time goes fast when you’re having fun and when you’re 
getting older! I guess it’s also a time to consider resolutions. 
 
First, my thoughts turn to the passing of a good SARA friend,      
Jerry Fraser (WØWVO). We lost Jerry a few weeks before Christ-

mas. He was a fighter but finally the grip of pneumonia got the best of him. 
 
At the Dec. 27 memorial service, several stories and accounts of Jerry were told by 
his ham and golfing buddies. Passion, caring and kindness were key words we  
independently used to describe Jerry. It’s not surprising he carried the same traits in 
both the hobbies; indeed he was very fond of both! Although I never golfed with Jerry, 
I’m sure we would have had fun on the links together. I’m thinking “gimmes” and 
“mulligans” would have had roles on the course. Certainly stories and laughing would 
have been part of the “19

th
 Hole” match recap/celebration! 

 
Jerry and I were good friends but had  
different ideas about HF antennas. When 
I first met him (~20 years ago), he was 
convinced that all antennas must be  
resonant. Furthermore, he not only didn’t 
believe in using antenna tuners – I think 
he thought there were tools of Satan! To 
make a long story shorter; he changed 
his mind and came around to my way of 
thinking. (I don’t know if it was a devilish 
windstorm that took down his tower and 
Yagi, but he did end up with and OXB 
SpecialTM antenna and a Big Boy manual 

antenna tuner! Several times he even marveled at the performance of his  
non-resonant antenna system! Along with his QRO fancy; our friendship flourished! 
 
Here are a few things you may not have known about the ham I called “Jerry on the 
St. Croix.” Besides being a SARA member for about 20 years, he was a charter  
member and past president of the 3M Radio Club (now known as the Mining Amateur 
Radio Club). Jerry was a WWII veteran and served in the 5th Army Air Corps as a 
writer for Stars and Stripes (US Army’s newspaper). He was a 33rd Degree Mason. 
With a chemistry and teaching background, Jerry retired from 3M as a laboratory  
manager in the Abrasives (sandpaper) Division.    
 
Although he couldn’t enjoy golf the last few years, he kept radiating RF up to the very 
end! I’m gonna miss him checking into the “160m Round-Robin Rag Chew” with a 
QRO signal and asking if he was good enough for us to hear. We always heard you 
FB Jerry; 73 my friend and CUL! 
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OXB, from page 12 

As you know, the club will be electing officers at the January meeting. I offer my  
heartfelt TNX to the 2014 officers for another GREAT SARA year! I know folks running 
the club don’t do it for pay or special perks – they do it cuz they believe it’s the right 
thing to do to support Amateur Radio and SARA. TNX also and a tip of the ole SARA 
cap to all who participated in and helped drive activities. 
 
For those who may be wondering why I’m not running for an elected office, I offer a 
short explanation. Having served as SARA’s vice president (2 years), president (10 
years) and director (4 years); it’s time for me to step aside to give the opportunity to 
serve to others. 
 
I’ll keep helping with activities, especially special events. And, I’ll help pull the  
newsletter together. As I told Joe (soon to be SARA’s newly elected president), I’ll  
continue helping however I can. I also plan to work with SARA members and  
Handihams who need help.   
 
I’d like to recruit others to help with SARA’s Member Assistance Program (MAP) work. 
(My wonderful, understanding XYL and I have come to the agreement/realization that I 
can’t do everything.) That’s my story and I’m sticking with it! 
 
Although it’s about a week belated; I sincerely wish everyone a great and prosperous 
2015. I hope your family and Amateur Radio lives are abundantly healthy, rewarding 
and full of FB operating. 
 
73 es CUL, 
 
Dave (WØOXB) 
 
January 2015 OXBism: According to Al Einstein, time goes slower when you  
accelerate and when you’re subjected to increased gravity. IMHO / FWIW, time goes 
faster as I get older but my motion gets slower as my body mass increases around the 
holidays! 
 
 
Disclaimer 
The information contained in this column is subjective. It is for entertainment and educational purposes 
only and not warrantied for content, accuracy, or any other implied or explicit purpose; it may not apply 
to your situation. The author, publisher and distributor provide no warranty regarding the content or ac-
curacy of this material. Neither the author nor publisher shall be liable for any stress, anxiety or misuse 
that may result. 
 
© 2015 WØOXB. All rights reserved. A single copy of this material may be reprinted for noncommercial, 
personal use only.  
“OXB,” “OXBism,” “OXB Special,” “Counterpoise” and the “Counterpoise” logo are trademarks of 
WØOXB.  
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VE Team Report 

General Class License Manuals for Sale 

As a result of the cancellation of our last series of radio classes, we 

have available 2 ARRL General Class License manuals, that are of-

fered for sale at a discounted price of $12 each to any current SARA 

member. These are sealed, unused 7th Edition ISBN:978-0-87259-811-9 and includes 

the CD-ROM software. Keep in mind that the General Class question pool changes on 

July 1, 2015; but this book would be great for someone planning to take their exam 

prior to that date.  These are available for $12 each to club members 

on a 1st come basis, so contact me directly if you want one.   

 

73, Shel NØDRX  Trustee@radioham.org  

Stuck somewhere without a rig? 

Consider using the Handiham Remote Base Internet  

stations.  If you want to listen you can do so via Echo-

link, making it easy to monitor the 160 meter roundtable, 

the PICONET on 3.925 MHz, or the Hurricane Watch 

Net on 14.3 MHz from a PC or any device capable of 

running Echolink.  Yes, that means your iPhone or  

Android smartphone.  A wireless signal or 3G/4G will be 

plenty good enough.  Type into the Echolink text box to 

change the mode and frequency.   

You can transmit if you use the free W4MQ software, but 

for that you’ll need a PC.  Read about it and download 

the software at handiham.org/remotebase.   Once you 

get it installed, test WØZSW with your existing GUEST 

account, which allows for receive only.  Does it work? 

Great! Then contact Pat Tice at wa0tda@arrl.net for  

credentials.  The WØZSW and WØEQO stations are 

available for SARA and Handiham use. Each station  

supports up to five Echolink users at a time. One control 

op at a time has transmit capability through the W4MQ 

software, and Echolink listeners cannot control the frequency during a W4MQ  

session.    http://handiham.org/remotebase  
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 Thursday Evenings: Eyeball QSO Party - Library 

 Minnesota QSO Party - Your QTH?! (8 am - 6 pm) 

 February 14: SARA Monthly Meeting - Boutwells 

 February 14 - 16: Ice Station WØJH Special Event   (Operating from Frozen 
Goose Lake, Scandia, MN) 

 Feb. 28: Skywarn Class - Library (10 am - ~3 pm) 

 March 5: Technician License Class, first session -  Library (6 - 8 pm) 

 March 14: SARA Monthly Meeting - Boutwells 

 April 11: SARA Monthly Meeting - Boutwells 

 May 9:  SARA Monthly Meeting - Boutwells (Last meeting of the regular season.) 

 June 27 - 28:  ARRL Field Day (Details on SARA  
operation to be announced.) 

 August 18 - 24:  Handiham Radio Camp 

 September 12:  SARA Monthly Meetings resume 


