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Announcements 

 

 

SARA On the Air 

HF Phone Roundtable  
Daily except Tuesday & 
Thursday @ 20:00 Local on 
1.903 MHz  +/- ~25 KHz 

Monday @ 09:00 Local on 
3.857 MHz +/- 
 

SARA Repeater Weekly Net 
Wednesday 21:00 Local on 
WØJH Repeater  

147.060 MHz +   
114.8 Hz  tone  
156.7 Hz output tone 
 

BPSK31/BPSK63 Digital Net 
Sunday @ 1900 Local on 
3582.150 MHz (center  
frequency = 1,000) Monitor 
SARA Repeater for help. 

  

     Signals from SARA 

Saturday, December 8 Program:  
 
Dan Fish (KBØXC) from Radio 
City (aka The Candy Store) will 
be on hand to talk about trends 
in the Amateur Radio industry.  
 
He'll give info about the latest,  
high performance gear and  
Amateur Radio purchasing  
habits in the Mid-west. He'll also  
describe Yaesu's new System 
Fusion digital/analog repeater.  
 
Radio City, in business for over 
30 years, is a sponsor of SARA 
special events (White Rock, Split Rock and Ice Station 
WØJH). 
 

 

Season’s Greetings from VP Joe 
 
As we close out a successful 2014 for 
SARA, we look forward to building upon 
the foundation that makes the Stillwater 
Amateur Radio Association one of the 
premier radio clubs in the region.  
 
To achieve that the Association needs 
continued good leadership in the form of 
an active and effective Board of  

Directors. Nominations for elected officers of SARA for 
the 2015 year are now open.       

Monthly Meeting  
Saturday, 13 Dec. 
Boutwells Landing  

Auditorium A 
 

Pre-meeting Breakfast &  
Coffee  -  7:30 at  

Joseph’s Restaurant   
 

Meeting - 9:00 am 

Program:  Dan Fish, 
KBØXC, on ham radio 

trends, new gear & more 

S.A.R.A. is a proud affiliate of the Courage Kenny Handiham System 

 

December 
2014 

Continued on next page 
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Please consider stepping into a role that will help assure the continued success of 
SARA. 
 
As laid out in our Constitution and By-Laws, the SARA Board of Directors is made up 
6 elected members and the club trustee. The 6 elected positions are President, Vice 
President, Secretary, Treasurer and 2 Directors. The Club Trustee is an appointed  
position with the appointment being made by the President and affirmed by the elected 
Board members.  
 
The positions of President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, and 1 Director 
are up for election every year. The Director positions are 2-year terms with one 
being elected every year, alternating yearly. Your current club officers are President 
Peter Howard NØGRM. Vice President Joe Heitzinger KCØOIO, Secretary Steve Bod-
ine KAØOBI, Treasurer John Zuercher N5JLZ, Director 1 Dave Glas WØOXB, Director 
2 Bob Jansen WØGAF, and Trustee Shel Mann NØDRX.  
 
President Peter NØGRM and Director Dave WØOXB have stated they will not seek  
re-election for 2015. Bob WØGAF is in the middle of his 2014-2015 term as Director. 
VP Joe KCØOIO is running for President. Steve KAØOBI, who was appointed to serve 
out the 2014 term as Secretary, and John N5JLZ are willing to continue in their current 
positions for 2015.  
 
I personally thank Peter NØGRM for his dedicated service as our President for the 
past two years. Peter was elected President after less than a year as a member and 
has been a great guiding hand for SARA while at the same time learning about all that 
SARA does for and in Amateur Radio. Thanks also to Dave WØOXB for his years of 
continued service to SARA. While Dave is adding another Past-title to his SARA job 
collection, Dave will continue being a driving force and remain actively engaged in 
SARA activities. Although they will not be serving SARA as elected officers, both will 
continue to be active members and valuable resources for the club.   
 
Therefore, we are looking for capable and willing members for the positions of Vice 
President and Director 1(2015-2016 term), as well as any of the other three elected 
positions for 2015. Nominations for 2015 elections will be taken at the December 
monthly meeting on December 13th and the slate of candidates will be finalized at  
that meeting. Elections will be conducted via e-mail between Jan. 2 and Jan. 9 or  
in-person at SARA’s Saturday, Jan. 10 Annual Elections Meeting. 
 
If you are willing to serve SARA and help shape the future of the club, please contact 
me - or any of the SARA officers.  
 
TNX, 73 es CUL, 
 
Joe Heitzinger KCØOIO 
SARA Vice President 
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Ice Station WØJH Special Event on Frozen 
Goose Lake (Feb. 14-16)  
 
How ‘bout going out on a mid-February weekend, setting up 
antennas and operating a station from on a frozen lake? 
Sound like fun?! (Yes, we’ve done this before!)        

A SARA “crack” special events team, consisting of Bob 
(WØGAF), Joe (KCØOIO), Bruce (KØSON), Shel (NØDRX), 
Steve (KAØOBI), Jim (KDØIPI) and Dave (WØOXB) have  
volunteered to make this happen. Co-chairs Bob and Dave 
are coordinating all of the event’s logistics including – but not 
limited to – organizing shelter, power, food/drink, erecting  
antennas, radio equipment and scheduling operators. The 
station will be located on Goose Lake (near Scandia, MN).  
 
We’ll be setting up and operating from a portable ice fishing, tent-type shelter with a 
portable heater. The shelter will be located on the west side of the lake. There is public 
access and parking for ~10 vehicles. A multi-band HF antenna (center-fed Zepp; duh, 
NO surprise?!) will be supported by trees on the west shore. The shelter and all gear 
will be taken down and stowed each evening following operation. Bruce's QTH is less 
than a mile from the lake. We may use it for storing/staging gear, networking, etc. 
 
According to Dave (WØOXB), “Unfortunately this event is not for everyone. The  
location is not truly handicap-accessible so attendees must be able-bodied folks  
capable of withstanding a 100’ trek thru snow to get to the station on the lake. We 
need some rugged volunteers willing to brave cold WX to help with necessary physical 
activities – in addition to operating the radio gear.”  

Dates / Times / Schedule / QSL:   
February 14, 15, 16, 2015 (Presidents' Day weekend) 

Saturday, 2/14: 10:00 am Setup, Operating until ~4:00 pm 
Sunday, 2/15: 10:00 am – ~4:00 pm 
Monday, 2/16: 10:00 am – ~4:00 pm (~4:00 – 5:00 Dismantling) 
Frequencies: 3.860, 7.260, 14.260, 21.360, 28.360 MHz 

            ::  Tune +/– 20 Khz if QRM 
            ::  SSB is standard mode; digital operation may also be used  
 
QSL certificates will be available when requested via email address:   
IceStationW0JH2015@radioham.org  
Event details will be in the February issue of QST and posted on the ARRL web site. 
 
Sound like good winter fun?!  
If you’re a hearty individual and wish to participate, contact Bob or Dave.  
Space is limited so the event is planned on a “first come” basis.  More info will be 
available at meetings and posted on our web site.  
(Important: Visitors are certainly welcome to attend but for liability insurance reasons, 
all scheduled participants must be 2015 SARA members.) 

Ice Station WØJH 

2014 
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SARA has had the privilege and support from the 
folks at Boutwells Landing for several years and as a 

minor token of our appreciation, the SARA Board  
authorized purchase of 4 poinsettia plants to add to 

the holiday decoration at Boutwells. These were  
purchased and delivered on November 24. 

Appreciation 
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Continued on next page 

President’s Letter – December 2014 

I had the opportunity this past week to take a look at 

some photos Joe (KCØOIO) took of his new shack.  I know 

he had been working on it for some time now and the  

resulting space, layout and gear setup is quite impressive.  

It gave me the idea to step back and reminisce about past 

shacks, temporary setups while traveling or camping and 

my current setup.  Although I don’t have a dedicated 

room specifically for ham radio, I did set aside a dedicated 

space in the corner of my shop.  You can see my setup on 

QRZ.com. 

My first “Shack” was also located in my shop in south  

Minneapolis.  My first rig was a Heathkit DX-100 paired 

with a HW-7 receiver.  I had put up several walls in an unfinished basement – three rooms, 

laundry, kids’ playroom and shop/ham shack.  The DX-100 was an excellent heater for the 

room.  Nothing fancy – map on the wall, shelves with cards and log books, bug on the desk.  

The setup worked great – I got on the air – away from distractions or the distraction of  

others.  I have fond memories of working CW with a small desk lamp and the light  

emanating from the transmitter tubes.  The only photos I’ve been able to conger up were of 

my daughter Trisha wearing headphones and “Beeping” my Vibroplex bug - Circa 1985. 

As most of my QSOs tend to turn into lengthy rag-chews, I often take the time to look up 

who I’m working on QRZ.com.  Most hams have photos of their shack – some are quite elab-

orate; others are more like mine – off in a corner of a favorite room in the house.  The point 

being that the hobby can be enjoyed with little respect to available room or dedicated 

space.  No two setups are the same – it’s all personal preference.  

Getting back to Joe’s setup – his photos inspired me to step back and consider alternatives 

to gear placement, writing space, speaker location and my display of keyers and bugs.  I did 

spend some time last week to move my computer to allow me to swing my monitors around 

to allow viewing when running various electric equipment or to see who’s playing on  

Spotify.  With winter in full swing (early this year – could be a long one) I wind up my days 

hopping on the CW portion of 20, 40, 80 (sometimes 160) – turning off the overhead lights, 

two dogs at my feet and working old and new friends by the light of the desk lamp and glow 

of the display from the antenna tuner and transceiver.   

Looking ahead – only one more month until the club elections in January – hope to see a 
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few names added to the ballot.  

This month Dan (KBØXC) from Radio City will be on hand to talk about trends in the Amateur 

Radio industry.  Perhaps there will be something I could add to my Christmas list – HI.   

Don’t forget the pre-meeting-breakfast at Joseph’s Restaurant (~7:30am) with other club 

members. 

73, 

Peter NØGRM 

SARA President - Stillwater Amateur Radio Association 

2014 Milestones - Thank you, Cory! 

Cory, Spawn, KDØOOZ, built this heavy-duty rolling storage unit and 

work surface for the Handiham Program as part of his Eagle Project.  

Yes, those are Astron linear power supplies on the bottom shelves, and 

this project is every bit up to the task of handling them.  I have already 

found the work surface essential as new gear has been donated to the 

program.  A fold-up surface on the right extends the  work space. Thanks 

also to Cory’s family for the help in sorting out and organizing our offsite 

storage.  This project included an equipment database, too.   

Pat, WAØTDA & Cory, KDØOOZ 
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Edmund Fitzgerald/Split Rock Lighthouse Update 
We had just concluded the operation phase of our Remembering the Edmund Fitzgerald at 
Split Rock Lighthouse Special Event as last months newsletter was going to press. Even though 
he had a trip planned immediately after the special event, Dave WØOXB, got a draft of the 
certificate back to us very quickly. Bob WØGAF, did a quick update of the cover letter and sent 
a few test certificates to Dave and I. After a couple of minor tweaks to the documents, Bob 
sent out certificates for 271 contacts over the next few days, for confirmed contacts I had sent 
to him.  

I have continued to work on a few requests that arrived after the initial rush, as well as trying 
to do some detective work on 8 requests that were not found in the logs initially. I have been 
successful in being able to verify 3 of those requests, but will not be able to verify the  
remaining 5. I have contacted all 5 of those individuals and know for certain that at least 1 of 
them worked WØI rather than WØJH. In 4 of the 5 cases, the time claimed for the contact was 
when we did not have a station on the air. Before you read this in the newsletter, I will be 
sending Bob another file with 20 more confirmed contacts. 

After removing duplicate contacts and adding all of our contacts together, we made a total of 
approximately 735 contacts and provided confirmations for 291 of those contacts so far. 
There are always a few late requests that will dribble in, so anticipate the 291 figure to rise 
slightly.   

Band conditions during this event were quite different from what we have experienced in  
prior years. In prior years, 40m has been our 2nd most productive band and allowed us to  
easily work much of the Midwestern US. We were surprised to have some short propagation 
on 20m and had a run of several unusual but solid contacts in our adjoining states, which 
helped fill the 40m void. While 20m remained our most productive band, 15m was significant-
ly more productive than in prior years and came in as our 2nd most productive band this year. 
Having the digital PSK operation was appreciated by several whom would not have otherwise 
contacted us.  

The 2014 edition of the Remembering the Edmund Fitzgerald at Split Rock Lighthouse special 
event was the 10th consecutive year of SARA participation. Thank you to Handihams and Radio 
City for sponsoring our event. Publicity and loan of equipment from both are greatly  
appreciated. We plan to do this event again next year, which will be the 40th anniversary of 
the sinking of the Edmund Fitzgerald and reservation for the operating site has been made for 
Oct. 30 – Nov. 1, 2015. 

73, 

Shel NØDRX  
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Well, we’re back from Split Rock and what a time we had!   

I hope many of you had a chance to see our review of the event at the last General 

Meeting.  For those of you who didn’t, it was briefly mentioned that our number of 

QSOs were down this year.  The bands were not as good for us this year but we did 

the best we could and still made over 700 contacts.  Shel NØDRX reported that he 

had over 250 email requests for a certificate.  Those of us who operated had many 

we talked to who worked us in the past and they’re looking forward to contacting us 

next year.   All in all, it was another great event and we hope you can make room in 

your schedule next year to join us in the action! 

Joe Heitzinger KCØOIO, Bob Jensen WØGAF and myself had the opportunity to  

present the FreeDV program to the St. Paul Radio Club in November after we  

returned from Split Rock.  They had a good turnout for the program and we were 

well received.  Our thanks go out to President George Power KØGCP and all the 

members for a warm welcome. 

The ARRL Centennial program is winding down and will end this month.  I’ve had fun 

in completing WAS (SSB) and ended up one short with WAS (CW).  I hope you’ve 

found it as interesting and fun as I have. 

Not much else is new as we’re getting ready for Christmas and have many things to 

do. We will make the General Meeting this month and I hope to see you there.  Dan 

from Radio City will be presenting an interesting program.  Don’t forget the  

pre-breakfast meeting at Josephs. 

I would like to take this opportunity to wish everyone a very Merry Christmas and a 

Happy New Year! 

73, 
Keith Miller - AGØH 

THIS  ‘N  THAT  -  December, 2014 
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Membership Update 

 
Thank you to the following SARA members whom have submitted 
dues for 2015 and 2016. This list is current as of November 21, 2014.   

 

2015 Regular Members:  AD6QT, AGØH, KAØOBI, KC9GEJ, KCØMKS, KCØOIO, 
KCØQVO, KDØEJJ, KDØJTG, KDØLPY, KDØOTB, KDØPKY, KDØVKB, KDØWGH, 
KIØB, KØGCP, KØGW, KØHAS, KØKJS, N5JLZ, N9EZC, NØDRX, NØGRM, NØMR, 
NØODK, NØUHR, NØZRF, VE3MXJ, VE3XT, W9LHG, WAØTDA, WBØMOA, 
WØDIK, WØELC, WØFL, WØGAF, WØOXB, WØTBC, WØWTP  

2015 Associate & Family Members:  KB9WTB, KCØHRM, KCØHRN, KDØHTN, 
NØDXH, W7HQQ  

2016 Regular Members:  KDØEJJ, KDØOTB, W9LHG, WØDIK, WØTBC, WØWTP   

2016 Associate & Family Members:  KB9WTB, KDØHTN 

 

2014 vs. 2015 

With our annual election of officers coming up, please remember that in order 
to vote or hold an elected office, you must be a current Regular Member. At this 
point, our renewals for the coming year are lagging behind a comparable date 
last year. We have 39 Regular Members paid for 2015, which lags behind last 

Continued on  next page 
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Want to vote?  

Be sure your SARA dues  

are paid! 

year, when we had 49 paid for 2014 as of November 20, 2013.  

So why are our renewals running behind? Is there a general lack of interest in 
the club, or are there things you feel the club is not doing that you think we 
should? The club will only be as good as its membership, so it is up to the  
members to be involved. Offer to serve as a club officer, take on or at least offer 
to assist with club projects, participate in club activities, and perhaps most  
importantly let the club officers know what suggestions you may have. 

Membership 

Regular Membership is $20 per person per year and Associate and Family  
Membership is $10 per person per year. The membership application form was 
recently revised and is available on the www.radioham.org website. Checks 
should be made out to SARA and can be given in person to the Treasurer, or 
mailed to:  

John Zuercher (N5JLZ) 

935 Ferndale St. N, #209  

Maplewood, MN 55119  

John will also gladly accept cash but only if handed to him personally. Do not 
mail cash! Let me know if you have any questions regarding membership status 
as well as any updates in your contact information or license changes.  

I obtained ARRL membership status from those who attended our November 
SARA Monthly Meeting. I will soon be submitting ARRL renewals for SARA  
Affiliation as well as our Special Service Club status. Maintaining at least 50% 
membership in the ARRL is required and I have been impressed by the support 
our SARA members have shown. If you were not at the November meeting, and 
have not let John or I know if you are an ARRL member when submitting your 
dues, please drop me a note at the below email and let me know if you are a 
current member of the ARRL. Affiliation with the ARRL offers several benefits to 
SARA, not the least of which allows SARA to obtain group liability insurance that 
is necessary for our activities.   

73,  

Shel NØDRX   
trustee@radioham.org  
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 Thursday Evenings: Eyeball QSO Party - Library 
 

 December 13:  SARA Monthly Meeting - Boutwells 
 

 Nominations for 2015 elections will be taken at the 
December 13 monthly meeting and the slate of   
candidates will be finalized at that meeting.  
 

 December 25:  Ho, ho, ho. We find out if we’ve been 
naughty or nice.   
 

 Elections will be conducted via e-mail between   
Jan. 2 and Jan. 9 or in-person at SARA’s Saturday, 
Jan. 10 Annual Elections Meeting. 
 

 Straight Key Night! January 1 from 0000 UTC 
through 2359 UTC. “The use of straight keys or 
bugs to send CW is preferred. There are no points 
scored and all who participate are winners.” - ARRL 
(Finally something I can win. - Ed.) 
 

 January 10: SARA Monthly Meeting - Boutwells 
 

 February 14: SARA Monthly Meeting - Boutwells 
 

 February 14 - 16 Ice Station WØJH Special Event        
   (Operating from Frozen Goose Lake, Scandia, MN) 
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On the Waterfall 

By Joe Heitzinger KCØOIO  

(PODXS 070 #1601 & LONP #256, DMC 

#05351, EPC #19663,) 

Greetings all!  

Welcome to “ON THE WATERFALL.”   

Following the recent “Remembering the Edmund Fitzgerald” Special 

Event I was reviewing the digital station logs for WØJH. I discovered 

that there were enough PSK31 contacts in the log, 52, from that week-

end to qualify the club’s call for membership in the PODXS 070 Club 

www.podxs070.com. I suggested to the Executive Board during our 

November meeting that SARA apply for membership in the 070 Club, 

not so much for the club itself, but for the benefit of other PSK fans as 

they pursue the various awards the 070 club offers. The Board agreed, 

and I submitted the application on Saturday, Nov. 22. Within the hour, 

the application was accepted and WØJH has been issued 070 #1905! 

For more information on the 070 Club be sure to check out their web-

site.  

The biggest contest sponsored by the 070 Club, PSKFEST, is coming up 

on Saturday, January 3, 2015 0000-2400 UTC. The object is to work as 

many stations as possible in the allotted time using PSK31 mode. This 

contest is a lot of fun; I’ve participated the past 2 years. The waterfall 

is awash with many PSK31 signals that day. It’s quite easy to log a lot 

of PSK contacts without a lot of effort that day. 

I saw this announcement on the WIN-FLDIGI Yahoo group reflector 

and for those of you itching to try 30 meters, it looks to be a good op-

portunity to do so.  “EURAO Party - Autumn 2014: be digital, explore 

30m”. The European Radio Amateurs' Organization: http://

www.eurao.org , together with the 30 Meter Digital Group: http://

www.30MDG.org, announce a new party on the air, this time with the 

motto: "be digital, explore 30m". Remember this is not a contest, it is 

Continued on next page 

http://www.podxs070.com
http://www.eurao.org
http://www.eurao.org
http://www.30MDG.org
http://www.30MDG.org
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just a radio meeting with a few simple 'rules', better to call them recom-

mendations.  

Purpose: to promote this magnificent band, all digital modes, have fun 

and meet other hams all over the world. Of course also SWLing is wel-

come.  

Date & Time: Dec. 20 & 21, 2014, Saturday & Sunday, 00:00-24:00 UTC  

Band & Modes: Recommended modes/frequencies (+/-) for the 30m 

band: CW/10.100-10.130, SSTV-N/10.132 and 10.144, WSPR/10.1386, 

JT65/10.138-10.140, BPSK31/10.140-10.142, RTTY/10.142-10.145, ROS/10.144

-10.145, FeldHELL/10.144, APRS/10.1491-10.1495 MHz  

Tools: HamSpots, Band Chart  

Exchange: Because this is a QSO event, not a contest, you can talk 

about whatever you want, in any language, and for as long as you like. 

Here are some topic suggestions to get the conversation going: name, 

city, locator, weather, antennas, rigs, etc.  

You can go here for more details: http://www.eurao.org/en/node/639.    

I plan to check it out, 30 meters is untried territory for me.  

SARA DIGI NET has returned!   

The SARA Digital Modes Net on 80 meters is Sundays at 1900 hrs CST.   

Find us at 3582.150 with the “sweet spot” or center frequency around 

1000. Enabling RxID and TxID will make it easy to find us. The net operates 

in BPSK31 on the Sunday following the SARA monthly meeting. The rest of 

the month we’ll usually run BPSK63, but NCS can and will change up, so 

you need to be on your toes. Several participants monitor the SARA re-

peater (147.060 + 114.8Hz input tone) during the net for voice coordina-

tion should you have any questions or need some digital mode operat-

ing guidance. We’ve been getting increasing participation and have 

several participants coming back to digital modes for the first time in 

years. All are welcome to join us.  

Until next time, 73 and I hope to see you on the waterfall!                         

de KCØOIO  kn 

http://www.eurao.org/en/node/639


14 

What are YOU reading?

 
Photo:  Pat, WAØTDA, reads to Jasper the dog.  The most excellent  
thriller that is obviously captivating both is "The Winship Affair", by  
long-time Handiham volunteer Phil Temples, K9HI. Jasper spends most 
days with Pat in the ham shack and sometimes adds background color to 
SSB transmissions. 

VE Team Report: November 13 Session  

It’s normal to have both Good News and Bad News coming out of just 
about every exam session and our November 13 VE Session held to that 
theme. The good news from this session was that not a single person 
failed an exam. The bad news was that no-body passed an exam either, 
as not a single examinee showed up. 

Because of the lack of students for the planned General Class, I was  
anticipating this could happen. As the exam session had already been 
scheduled and published by the ARRL, I kept the VE Team to just Tom 
AD6QT, Mary NØDXH & myself, and hoped as usual we might have a 
couple of walk-in examinees. That however was not to be, so we had a 
mini eyeball session, a short stay at Boutwells Landing and shall hope for 
a more productive session next time around. 
 
Shel NØDRX  

http://www.amazon.com/Winship-Affair-Phillip-E-Temples/dp/1935199188/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1416423197&sr=8-1&keywords=winship+affair
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General Class License Manuals for Sale 

As a result of the cancellation of our last series of radio classes, we 

have available 2 ARRL General Class License manuals, that are offered 

for sale at a discounted price of $12 each to any current SARA member. 

These are sealed, unused 7th Edition ISBN:978-0-87259-811-9 and includes the CD-

ROM software. Keep in mind that the General Class question pool changes on July 1, 

2015; but this book would be great for someone planning to take their exam prior to 

that date.  These are available for $12 each to club members on a first-come basis, so 

contact me directly if you want one.   

 

73,  

Shel NØDRX   

Trustee@radioham.org  

Stuck somewhere without a rig? 

Consider using the Handiham Remote Base Internet  

stations.  If you want to listen you can do so via Echo-

link, making it easy to monitor the 160 meter roundtable, 

the PICONET on 3.925 MHz, or the Hurricane Watch 

Net on 14.3 MHz from a PC or any device capable of 

running Echolink.  Yes, that means your iPhone or  

Android smartphone.  A wireless signal or 3G/4G will be 

plenty good enough.  Type into the Echolink text box to 

change the mode and frequency.   

You can transmit if you use the free W4MQ software, but 

for that you’ll need a PC.  Read about it and download 

the software at handiham.org/remotebase.   Once you 

get it installed, test WØZSW with your existing GUEST 

account, which allows for receive only.  Does it work? 

Great! Then contact Pat Tice at wa0tda@arrl.net for  

credentials.  The WØZSW and WØEQO stations are 

available for SARA and Handiham use. Each station  

supports up to five Echolink users at a time. One control 

op at a time has transmit capability through the W4MQ 

software, and Echolink listeners cannot control the frequency during a W4MQ  

session.    http://handiham.org/remotebase  
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Counterpoise 
 
I'm still recharging my batteries after operating "portable" for a 
month. (My ole analog Fun Meter was all the way down to the big 
"E" for empty!) Although I was on the radio numerous times from 
Washington state, there were plenty of other things to do. I'm 
guessing it was not the time spent operating radios that drained 

most of my energy. My "I*E" was depleted as a result of deer and grouse hunting, 
cutting firewood, chimney cleaning, fixing and doing routine maintenance things for 
my folks (Mom is 91; Dad will be 96 on Christmas).  
 
So this year's surprise was having the clothes washer die 
on Thanksgiving Eve. Being a handyman and good trou-
ble-shooter, if I don't say so myself, I learned the plastic 
and rubber drive coupling was worn out. Have you ever 
tried to find an appliance part locally? Have you ever tried 
to find an appliance part on Thanksgiving, Black (Green?) 
Friday, Small Business Saturday, Sunday and/or Cyber 
Monday?! It's very frustrating to know how to fix some-
thing and know what part you need; but not be able to get the darn part!  

 
As another option, I went to the local Sears store. (They were even open on Tur-
key Day.) Sure enough, they had washers and deals galore. For ~$350 (plus $35 
for delivery, hook-up and old washer removal), I could have a new one delivered 
five days later. Such a deal; since the old Lady Kenwood (oops!) Kenmore it was to 
replace, cost $450 in 1992. How could this be? I bet my mom did laundry ~3 times 
a week with the old washer before it failed. (Actually, it wasn't even much of a fail-
ure.) So my folks told me when the new one came, the delivery guys marveled at 
22 year old machine's longevity. "You'll be lucky to have this one last 10 years," 
sez one delivery man.  

 
Most of the week following Thanksgiving, I spent in Seattle at my 91 year old moth-
er-in-law Phyllis' home. Annual maintenance kinda things at the MIL's place includ-
ed (but not limited to): getting the Christmas tree from the attic and arranging it in 
the living room, changing smoke alarm batteries, changing furnace filter, putting up 
the wall-hanging Twelve Days of Christmas quilt (plus redoing wall anchors) and 
replacing batteries in all her flashlights. I decided to install a carbon monoxide 
monitor/alarm and replaced the programmable thermostat for the furnace, fixed a 
leaky laundry tub and closed a stuck-open bathroom window. (Note to self: NEVER 
buy a technical kinda device for my parents or MIL that's difficult/complicated to 
use and that's hard to see!) Indeed there's always something that needs attention 
in a 90 year-old home! Heck, I can say that about a home that's only one-quarter 
that age. 
 
Here's another thing to share about my recent trip. I had a ham and cheese hoagie 

Continued on next page 
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sandwich at the airport. It had a label on the side; "allergens: mustard seeds, milk, 
soy, sesame seeds and wheat." Boy, a guy sure has to be careful when chowing 
down. Some are allergic to a variety of things; some don't have issues with hardly 
anything. I'm also wondering why there's no reference to the ham (pork). I con-
fused myself more by Googling "allergen" (see definition). To me, the question is 
how have some of us lived as long as we have. (I bet my folks and MIL are won-
dering too.) 
 
("allergen" definition: An allergen is a type of antigen that produces an abnormally   
vigorous immune response in which the immune system fights off a perceived 
threat that would otherwise be harmless to the body. Such reactions are called al-
lergies.) 
 
TNX to all who made contact with me while I was out west and to those who tried. 
Propagation was a bit unusual, with QSOs on 15m and 17m often better than 20m. 
The two hour time difference always makes skeds to and from the Midwest more 
challenging. I still can't believe I accidentally bumped into Mike (NØODK) on 12m 
one afternoon. I guess some of us (Icom guys!) think alike and it really is a small 
Amateur Radio world. 

 

73 es CUL, 
 
Dave (WØOXB) 
 
OXBism: It's probably not an allergy if you have goose bumps when you hear a P5 
North Korean station! 
 
 
 
 
Disclaimer (aka The Small Print): 
 
The information contained in this column is subjective. It is for entertainment and educational purposes 
only and not warrantied for content, accuracy, or any other implied or explicit  purpose; it may not apply 
to your situation. The author, publisher and distributor provide no warranty regarding the content or ac-
curacy of this material. Neither the author nor publisher shall be liable for any stress, anxiety or misuse 
that may result. 
 
© 2014 WØOXB. All rights reserved. A single copy of this material may be reprinted for noncommercial, 
personal use only.  
 
“OXB,” “OXBism,” “OXB Special,” “Counterpoise” and the “Counterpoise” logo are trademarks of 
WØOXB 
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With the Handihams - The Next Remote Station 

Pat Tice, wa0tda@arrl.net  

Testing at WØZSW has begun on a 
Flex 5000 software-defined radio pro-
vided by a generous donor.  The exist-
ing station remains in operation using 
the W4MQ software to control the TS-
480HX, but there are short periods of 
time when the antenna will be needed 
for the Flex station and during those 
times WØZSW will show up offline or 
else under "local" control.  Our thanks 
to volunteer engineer Lyle Koehler, 
KØLR, for his help with this project.  

Photo:  The Flex 5000 set up for 
testing at station WØZSW.  Sure, it's 
a bit of a confabulated mess, but 
sometimes science is messy!  The 
MFJ-989C tuner is in place because 
it has a built-in dummy load so that 

we can test the transmitter off the air and without disturbing the TS-
480 station.  

So far we have managed to get the Flex connected to its host computer 
and that computer connected to the internet.  Ports have been assigned 
in the network router for rig control via Ham Radio Deluxe.  Lyle has de-
termined that the W4MQ software will not control the Flex, even with TS-
2000 emulation mode.  We have configured Ham Radio Deluxe to hand-
shake with the Flex's own software interface, PowerSDR®, which pro-
vides rig control.  Skype was installed for the purpose of porting audio. 
The radio was then successfully controlled using Ham Radio Deluxe over 
the Internet in short proof of concept tests. 

Much work remains to be done.  Neither Lyle nor I have experience with 
Flex radios and we could use some advice from experienced Flex own-
ers.  We also welcome input from blind and low vision ops who are famil-
iar with Ham Radio Deluxe and/or Flex's PowerSDR®.  
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There is a good reason for examining rig control software as we move for-
ward to a more extensive network of Internet remote base HF stations to 
serve Handiham members.  We want the stations to be available to as 
many users as possible, so accessibility is important.  We want software 
that provides a higher level of control and configurability for our more ad-
vanced users.  And it's important that the software be readily available 
and well-documented.  It is always helpful to have a sizable user base for 
any product, and with software it is even more so.  Users can then dis-
cuss any issues they might have with the software in Internet forums, 
which helps everyone and adds to the knowledge base of any product or 
service.  

Of course there are limitations with any software.  When we set up the 
flagship Handiham remote base HF station, WØEQO, at Camp Courage 
North almost six years ago we planned to use the excellent, highly acces-
sible native Kenwood software.  Things were going well until we discov-
ered that the software had a limit of only 10 users.  Obviously an Internet 
remote station would have a much larger user base, so that was pretty 
much a deal killer.  That's when we discovered the W4MQ software, and 
have used it successfully ever since.  

The existing W4MQ software that we are now using for WØEQO and 
WØZSW has many excellent features, but we have to face the fact that it 
has reached the end of its development life.  It can only use all of its fea-
tures on a few Kenwood radios, and even then the feature set available to 
users is quite limited.  Only basic functions are supported, which means 
that many settings must remain fixed and only accessible from the radio 
itself.   

It is time for a change.  The best thing would be to find software that can 
control a variety of different radios and that is in active development.  We 
hope to move forward with this goal in 2015, and that includes bringing 
new resources on line.   

Wouldn't it be nice to have another Handiham station on the East 
Coast?  Or in California or in the mountain states of the West?  Here in 
Minnesota?   

Wouldn't it be nice to be able to control more features on each of the radi-
os than we can now?  And, when switching between stations with different 
radios at the host sites, to be able to more or less still understand the rig 
control software interface?  
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As we approach the new year, we just can't help thinking about these 
kinds of things.  Tearing the last page off the calendar reminds us that 
time marches on and that it's a new world out there.  Amateur Radio is 
better than ever and we have more ways to get on the air and have fun. 

Resources: 

FlexRadio Systems® Home Page. 
 
FlexRadio PowerSDR® reviewed on the Ham Radio and Vision website. 

FlexRadio Knowledge Base. 

Ham Radio Deluxe rig control software latest version from HRD Software, 
LLC. 

Ham Radio Deluxe free legacy versions from Simone, IW5EDI. 

Using Ham Radio Deluxe with a Screen Reader - detailed article on the 
Ham Radio and Vision website. 

Using Ham Radio Deluxe with NVDA Screen Reader - detailed article on 
the Ham Radio and Vision website. 

W4MQ Internet Remote Base Software 

Ideas wanted 

Do you have any ideas about where and how we might host another HF 
remote?  Since we haven’t done a club partnership with HF remotes yet, I 
guess we would have to work out what we could bring to the table.  Off 
the top of my head, I’d say that we would provide the inside equipment - 
things like the transceiver, the antenna tuner, power supply, interface, and 
hosting computer along with ongoing help administering it by remote con-
trol.  The hosting club would have to come up with the site, antenna, Inter-
net connection, power, and elbow grease to get it installed.  Both Hand-
iham and club members would be users.   

Contact me at: 

Patrick Tice, WAØTDA 
wa0tda@arrl.net  

http://www.flexradio.com/
http://www.hamradioandvision.com/flex-radio-powersdr-visibility/
http://kc.flexradio.com/
http://www.ham-radio-deluxe.com/
http://www.ham-radio-deluxe.com/
http://www.iw5edi.com/software/ham-radio-deluxe-5-download-links
http://www.hamradioandvision.com/ham-radio-deluxe-screen-reader/
http://www.hamradioandvision.com/ham-radio-deluxe-screen-reader/
http://www.hamradioandvision.com/ham-radio-deluxe-nvda-reader/
http://www.hamradioandvision.com/ham-radio-deluxe-nvda-reader/
http://handiham.org/remotebase/
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SARA Needs YOU! 

Get involved ... 

Make a difference ... 

Have  fun! 

www.radioham.org  

Were you paying attention? 

Still reading, are you?  Well, let’s see how closely you read this month’s  

Signals.  The answers to these questions are in the preceding pages.  

 

1. Who is the program speaker for December? 

2. What important club event takes place in January? 

3. SARA sponsors a special event in February.  What is it called? 

4. What was delivered to Boutwells as a gift of appreciation? 

5. SARA Treasurer John Zuercher, N5JLZ, will accept cash for membership 

dues, but only if… What?  

6. On what evening can you find the SARA Digital Modes Net? 

7. What made the November 13th VE session unusual? 

8. When does the current General Class question pool expire? 

9. Who survived an allergen-filled ham and cheese hoagie sandwich at the  

airport? 

10. What radio is being tested for future HF remote base use at WØZSW? 

 

Score:  

 8 - 10 right:  Contact us for a special prize. (Assistant editor position!) 

 5 - 7 right:  You might want to have a cup of coffee before reading next time. 

 0 - 4 right:  Busted!  You’ve been watching reality TV and listening to  

channel 19 on the scanner instead of reading your Signals News! 


