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ANNOUNCMENTS 

 

 

SARA Nets & Roundtables 

HF Phone Roundtable Daily except 

Tuesday & Thursday @ 20:00 Local on 

1.902 MHz± with alternate 1.955 MHz. 

SARA Repeater Weekly Net Wednesday 

9:00 PM Local WØJH Repeater 147.060 

+114.8, Echolink WØJH-R Node 306408 

HF CW Tuesday 19:00 Local 1927 KHz 

RVSSN Slow Speed CW.  

 

Handiham  Nets 

VHF/UHF Daily 11:00 Local on the NØBVE 

Repeater 145.450- & 444.65- ( 114.8), 

Echolink HANDIHAM Node 494492.  Also: I 

IRLP Node 9008 & WIRES #1427.  NCS 

varies.  Sunday session is trivia net. 

HF CW Friday 08:00 CST, 7.112 MHz 

informal slow speed CW Net.  

W8IRT NCS. 

  

Monthly Meeting  
Saturday Dec 10th 

Boutwells Landing  

Auditorium A 

The program will be  

An Introduction to HF  

Mobile Contesting 

by 

Jon Platt (WØZQ) 

 
Pre-meeting Breakfast & Coffee  

7:30 at Joseph’s Restaurant!  

S.A.R.A. is a proud affiliate of the Courage Center Handiham System 

It’s That Time Again... 

2012 Dues are Due! 

 
See page 4….. 

Now that’s what I’d call mobile!  Check out Jon Platt’s presentation on 

mobile contesting at the December meeting!  
Bio & more on page 6 

Update! Keith has fixed the club website calendar.  All of our 

monthly meetings through May 2012 are scheduled for  

Auditorium-A, North Entrance at Boutwells, 13575 58th St N., 

Oak Park Heights, MN. 
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LETTER FROM THE PREZ – 

December 2011 
 

   It just seems like yesterday that I wrote the 

column and here it is time again!  Time really 

flies by.  I hope you and yours had a remarkable 

and happy Thanksgiving.   

We, I’m sure, like you are busy with the holiday 

preparations as well as the ‘normal stuff’.  We 

went on a holiday shopping trip yesterday but 

still have much more to do.   

A quick word on the upcoming elections is in 

order.  Please consider supporting your club by:  

1) running for one of the officer/board positions; 

2) renew your 2012 membership; and 3) voting 

for the Constitution as recommended by your 

Board.   It is important to mention again that 

failure to pass the Constitution will in effect  

prohibit us from applying for 501(c)(3) status. 

Bottom line:  Ballots will be e-mailed to all  

members in mid-December.  Please vote and 

return them before the January meeting. Current  

members who have not voted will be allowed to 

do so at the January General Meeting. 

I would be remiss if I didn’t mention that, in mid-

November, Shel Mann NØDRX and I picked up 

a 30 foot aluminum Universal tower and CDE 

rotor.  SARA member WØHPD, Jim Swisher, 

passed away earlier in the year and had made it 

known to his daughter, Mary Sigmundik, that he 

wanted his tower, rotor and beam to be donated 

to SARA.  She contacted me and we made  

arrangements to pick it up.  We were unable to 

pick up the tri-band TET beam as the elements 

were not broken down short enough to haul in 

my trailer.  Please let me or Shel know if you’re 

interested in a fine tower (no base included) and 

rotor.  A donation (as requested by the Swisher 

family) made to SARA would be appreciated.  I 

would like to thank George Madline KCØWOA 

for storing the items for us. 

We hope you can make time in December to 

make the General Meeting on Saturday,  

December 10.  Jon Platt WØZQ will be pre-

senting “An Introduction to HF Mobile  

Contesting”.  Jon has been an active ham 

(since 1970) in HF/VHF contesting and DXing.  

He is the President of the Northern Lights  

Society and is well qualified to speak on the 

subject.   I’m looking forward to his interesting 

presentation. 

I would like to wish you and yours a very  

Happy Holiday season and the best of DX!   

Keith Miller – AGØH 
SARA President 

Walt, KDØLPX, honored with 

billboard appearance 

Remember Walt?  He was one of our  

successful candidates who earned his 

license at a SARA VE session. As part of 

his duties in Development, Courage  

Center's Walt Siebert, KDØLPX, worked 

with Davanni's for years. They had a 

standing joke about putting him on a  

billboard. 

Now that his new responsibilities for gift 

planning mean that he's no longer their  

contact at Courage Center, Davanni's  

decided to honor Walt with a billboard - for 

real. It's located on Hwy 55, just east of Old 

Rockford Rd. in Plymouth. 

It makes us wonder what our other new 

hams are doing. Be sure to invite them to 

a net or meeting—make them welcome! 
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Vintage OXB 

Dave is on special assignment. We are  
bringing you a vintage (recycled) column from 
the December 2006 Signals. ~ Ed. 
 
So, what in your Ham Radio Heart are YOU 

happy about?  

Remember the old 60s television show Laugh 
In and their “Happiness is” routine?  Let’s try a 
little exercise and see what develops.  It’s 
pretty easy.    

Just start a sentence with “Happiness is” and 
finish it with something you think other hams 
would appreciate/understand.    

Submissions so far:  

 Happiness is my 302 ft. extended double 
Zepp when NØODK's is 301 ft. long.  

 Happiness is YS1CF (Cisco) stopping the 
pileup cold to say, "QRX, QRX, I hear my 
good friend KØGW..."   

 Happiness is hearing the German DX op 
tell the unruly callers that he has noted 
their calls and they are NOT in the log.   

 Happiness is seeing a SARA student 
emerge from the VE session with a  
successful CSCE and a grin from ear to 
ear!  

 Happiness is winter, cuz you don’t mind 
“running a little heat” in the shack.  

 Happiness is my 303 ft. extended double 
Zepp! 

 Happiness is my 200 ft. extended double 
Zepp that may be 103 feet shorter, but it 

sure works great! (Added by WAØTDA) 
Disclaimer 

The information contained in this column is subjective. It is for entertainment and educational 
purposes only and not warrantied for content, accuracy, or any other implied or explicit 
purpose; it may not apply to your situation. The author, publisher and distributor provide no 
warranty regarding the content or accuracy of this material. Neither the author nor publisher 
shall be liable for any stress, anxiety or misuse that may result. 

© 2011 WØOXB. All rights reserved. A single copy of this material may be reprinted for 
noncommercial, personal use only. “OXB,” “OXBism,” “OXB Special,” “Counterpoise” and the 
“Counterpoise” logo are trademarks of WØOXB.  

In last month’s issue… 

Somewhere in the November issue of 

Signals from SARA, there was a refer-

ence to something that is incorrect.  

This was done intentionally – as a test – 

we challenged you to find it!  

If YOU are an alert Amateur Radio Op-

erator, you should have been able to 

locate it easily!  

(Typos, misspellings, missing words, 

etc. that are introduced accidentally by 

our editors/contributors are not part of 

this exercise.)  

If you think you’ve found the intentional 

mistake in this newsletter, send a note 

or call Dave (WØOXB)! 

So did anyone find the mistake? 

You bet! The mistake was in 

this sentence:  

First, there’s changing the two clocks on 

my wall in the Ham Shack, one local 

and other UTC.  

The answer: 

UTC remains the same all the time. 
There should never be a reason to reset 
a UTC clock. (BTW: This is not 100% 
correct cuz once in awhile, there is need 
to adjust the “official world time” due to 
slight variations in the earth’s rotation. 
This only amounts to something like a 
millionth of a second every 20 years.) 

The OXBism is on holiday for the month 
of December.  Rumor has it  that  it will 
return in January with  even more new 

insights and the usual wisdom! 
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On our website 

www.radioham.org 

Our full-service website is a resource for  

current information, last-minute changes in 

meeting times and events, web-only stories, 

and archived news.  

Review the November 

2011 meeting minutes 

and reports.  

 

 

Access archived  

newsletters using the 

menu in the left sidebar.  

2012 SARA Dues  

Now Being Accepted 

I currently show KB9WTB  KDØQDL and 
W7HQQ as Associate Members until the end of 
December 2012.  Associate Members have all 
club privileges, except the privilege of holding a 
club office, or voting eligibility. 

As of November 29, 2011, the following are 
showing as paid and eligible to vote as of Janu-
ary 1, 2012: 

ABØXE  ACØYB  AD6QT  AEØSL  AGØH  
K3PID  KAØHYR  KBØOHI  KBØRGS  KC9GEJ  
KCØLJL   KCØQVO  KCØROB   KCØSNX  
KCØUHY  KDØELD  KDØELF  KDØLPY  
KDØOOZ  KDØOPB  KDØOTB  KDØPKY  
KFØCI  KIØB  KØBR  KØGCP  KØGW  KSØJ  
N9EZC  N9UXD  NØDRX  NØDXH  NØEWZ  
NØKUN  NØMR  NØODK  VE3MXJ  VE3XT  
W9LHG  WAØTDA  WBØMOA  WØDIK  
WØOXB  WØWTP  WØWVO 

Dues for 2012 are being accepted now and must 
be paid in order to be eligible to vote in January.  
Current dues for each individual member, family 
member, and student member are $20.  Dues 
need to go to the Treasurer and may be paid in 
either cash or check made out to SARA, but 
please do not mail cash. 

We will be voting on a proposed new constitution 
as well as election of officers in January.  If the 
new constitution is approved, the Student Mem-
bership class will be abolished, and the Family 
Membership class will no longer have voting priv-
ileges.  It is expected that the Board of Directors 
at the January Board Meeting, will consider a 
proposal to bring to the February Monthly Meet-
ing a reduction in dues for the Family Member-
ship class.  The Associate Membership class is 
expected to remain unchanged. 

It is expected that voting on the proposed new 
constitution and election of officers will again in-
clude electronic voting beginning about January 
1, 2012 and will conclude 
at the Monthly Meeting on 
January 14, 2012. 

73, 

Shel Mann NØDRX 

SARA Treasurer/Trustee 

1618 Pine St W 

Stillwater, MN 55082 

Poinsettia Plants for Boutwells 

Following the Board of Directors approval at the 
Board Meeting of Nov. 17

th
, Shel NØDRX and 

Mary NØDXH purchased 4 very nice poinsettia 
plants and delivered them to Boutwells Landing on 
Nov. 21

st
.  This was a small token of appreciation 

to Boutwells Staff and Residents for the support 
they have extended to SARA.  We do have a few 
members of SARA that are residents at Boutwells, 
but that is but a small consideration.     I on behalf 
of SARA am very much indebted to Boutwells 
Landing for the support they have continued to 
offer our club. 

 

Make this come true! 
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As you can see, this  

newsletter is made up of 

member submissions, so get 

the lead out and send us 

your articles, stories, 

thoughts... 

R1

1kΩ

R2

10kΩ
R3

10kΩ

R4

27kΩ
R5

27kΩ
R6

27kΩ

R7

50kΩ
R8

50kΩ
R9

50kΩ
R10

50kΩ

R11

68kΩ
R12

68kΩ
R13

68kΩ
R14

68kΩ
R15

68kΩ

R16

100kΩ
R17

100kΩ
R18

100kΩ
R19

100kΩ
R20

100kΩ
R21

100kΩ

VCC

5V

CIRCUIT QUIZ 

Here’s a variation on a perennial favorite of the 

master  educator Tony Tretter WØKVO.  My  

version is probably not as challenging as Tony’s 

was but hopefully it will make you think about 

some basics.  In the resistor Christmas tree, what 

would be the current through resistor R13? 

A. 1.18 amps 

B. 5.77 ma 

C. 17.35 µa 

D. None of the above. 

November 17
th

 VE Session 

While we had only 3 examinees for this exam 
session, it was a rare occasion where every ex-
aminee passed at least 1 exam.  Congratulations 
to George KØGCP and Cory KDØOOZ, both of 
whom upgraded from Tech to General.  Also con-
gratulations and a welcome back to ham radio to 
Bernie KDØQDL, who passed his Tech exam.  
We anticipate that Bernie will soon be recovering 
his original WØZIF call. 

Time for a dip 

 

It's time to test our 

knowledge by taking a 

dip in the pool - the  

question pool, that is! 

 

Today we are taking a question from the General 

Class pool.  

G2E10 asks: What is a major advantage of MFSK16 

compared to other digital modes?  

Your possible answers are:  

A. It is much higher speed than RTTY  

B. It is much narrower bandwidth than most 
digital modes  

C. It has built-in error correction  

D. It offers good performance in weak signal 
environments without error correction 
 

So, what do you think?   

If you picked answer D, It offers good performance in 

weak signal environments without error correction, you 

were correct.  In recent question pools, the digital 

modes are emphasized much more than they have 

been in the past. This reflects the evolution of really 

robust and effective modes of communication that are 

proving useful in ways that we have not previously 

thought possible.  I still think it is pretty amazing to 

tune a digital mode HF frequency and have my digital 

mode software decode signals that I can hardly even 

hear.  It used to be said that CW could get through 

where nothing else would - but now, that honor must 

go to several of these very effective digital modes like 

MFSK16.  (WAØTDA) 

January 2012 Signals Deadline:  

January 1, 2012 for publication the weekend of 

Jan. 7/8, 2012.  (Meeting is Jan. 14, 2012.) 
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Did you know? 

There are 5.3 Billion (5,300,000,000) mobile 

phone subscribers worldwide. That’s 77% of 

the population! 

An estimated 8 Trillion 

(8,000,000,000,000) text 

messages will be sent 

in 2011. 

Source:  

Mobithinking.com 

Solution to Circuit Quiz! 

OK, the correct answer is C of course. 17.35 µa. 

Start by calculating the equivalent resistance of 

each horizontal row. I’ve made all of the resistors 

in each row the same value to make it easier.  

You will recall that resistors in parallel use the 

equation: 

 

 

 

 

If you calculate each row you should get a tall 

skinny tree like the one below and then combine 

the series resistors to get a single equivalent re-

sistor of 57.76 K. 

 

 

 

 

 

 =   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Now the total current from I = E/R is 5/57760 = 

86.56 µa.  Remember that the current in the se-

ries circuit is the same through all resistors so the 

current through R26 is 86.56µa.  R26 is the par-

allel combination of 5 68K resistors. The current 

through R13 is 1/5 the total or 17.35µa. 

QED 

RnRR

Requiv 1

2

1

1

1

1





R22

1kΩ

R23

5kΩ

R24

9kΩ

R25

12.5kΩ

R26

13.6kΩ

R27

16.66kΩ

VCC

5V

R28

57.76kΩ

VCC

5V

The December program will be presented by Jon 
Platt, WØZQ.  First licensed in 1970 as 
WNØCJV, Jon has always had an interest in HF, 
VHF, DXing, and contesting. While Jon’s home 
station in Bloomington, Minnesota is equipped for 
1.8 MHz through 3456 MHz, you can often find 
him operating HF mobile, or VHF roving, from a 
rare county or grid from the front seat of his 2004 
Subaru Forester. Jon graduated from the Univer-
sity of Minnesota in 1977 with a BSEE, has 
worked at several small and large aerospace and 
medical device companies, and is currently em-
ployed by 3M’s Infection Prevention medical divi-
sion as a Regulatory Affairs manager. Jon is a 
member of the Minnesota Wireless Association, 
is the current president of the Northern Lights 
Radio Society weak signal VHF club, is the chair-
man of the board for the Central States VHF So-
ciety, and is the Dakota Division representative 
for the ARRL’s VHF Contest Advisory Commit-
tee. 



The River Valley Slow Speed CW Net 

  OK folks! There is no more lawn to mow, no 

more leaves to rake, the spring bulbs should all 

be in the ground so dig out that key or paddle 

and find the jack marked “Key” on the rig.  Win-

ter is a great time for CW.  Lots of operating 

events to keep you sharp and above all the 

RVSSN to give you something to do on Tues-

day evening! 

Things to do! 

The flying pigs QRP club Run For The Bacon 

CW event every third Sunday from 8:00 PM to 

10:00PM.  www.fpqrp.org for details & rules. 

The ARRL annual New Years Straight Key 

Night.  www.arrl.com. For more info. 

The FISTS Winter Sprint 1700 UTC to 2100 

UTC on Second Saturday in February. 

www.fists.org rules & sked. 

SKCC Straight Key Sprint, two hours of CW 

bliss. December 28th.  www.skccgroup.com for 

Mark Your Calendars! 

 

  Dec 10th—Jon Platt (WØZQ) – HF/VHF 

Roving (including preparation for Minnesota 

QSO Party)  

 Jan 1st 2012—ARRL Straight Key Night. 

 Jan 14th—Election of officers for 2012 

   COME ON IN... 

THE WATER IS FINE! 

NASA seeks 

student interns 

with disabilities 

 

From NASA Engineer Ken Silberman, KB3LLA: 

NASA is looking to increase the number of  

students with disabilities pursuing science, tech-

nology, engineering, and math (STEM) careers 

through our internship programs. We have a two 

percent hiring goal. Students can apply for  

summer internships now! The deadline for sub-

mitting applications is February 1, 2012. They 

can register for an account and look for intern-

ships anytime at the One Stop Shopping Initia-

tive (OSSI): Student On-Line Application for Re-

cruiting interns, fellows and scholars (SOLAR) at  

http://intern.nasa.gov.  

Summer 2012 internships run for ten weeks from 

early June through early/mid August. NASA  

internships are also offered during Spring, Fall 

and year-long sessions. 

Printable practice exam generator 

Check out the sample exam generator by 

NC4FB. Technician, General, and Extra exams 

are available.  An additional feature is that the 

exams may be printed out on paper for use 

where a computer is not available. The answers 

to each exam appear at the end of the print 

out.  Find the Sample License Exam Generator 

by NC4FB at: 

http://ars.nc4fb.org/paper-exam-selection.html 



 

 

 It’s the annual 2012 dues reminder and a meeting location notice; 
read it and show up at the right place!  Page 1.  

 Awesome mobile antennas on page 1?  Yup, it’s the December pro-
gram that will be presented by Jon Platt, WØZQ.  Bio on page 6. 

 Letter from the Prez: Keith, AGØH brings us up to date. If you are in 
the market for a tower, don’t miss this one.  Page 2. 

 Also on page 2: The Pizza Man ( No, not that guy—it’s Walt, 
KDØLPX.)  

 It’s 100% OXB on page 3.  Vintage!  
 Flowers for Boutwells and why you have to vote at this meeting. 

Find out on page 4.  Be there or the truant officer will find you.  
 Circuit quiz, Dip in the Pool, We pester you about submitting articles, 

and a factoid about text messages.  Pages 5-6. 
 RVSSN schedule, A great website for printable practice exams, and 

NASA wants rocket scientists (Well, interns really, but you never 
know.)  All on page 7.  

SARA 

Needs 

YOU! 
 

Get involved, Make a Difference, 

Have  fun! 


