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SARA Nets & Roundtables 

HF Phone Roundtable Daily except 

Tuesday & Thursday @ 20:00 Local on 

1.903 MHz± with alternate 1.955 MHz. 

SARA Repeater Weekly Net Wednesday 

21:00 Local WØJH Repeater  

147.060 MHz +    114.8 Hz tone 

Handiham  Nets 

VHF/UHF Daily 11:00 Local on the NØBVE 

Repeater 145.450- & 444.65- ( 114.8), 

Echolink HANDIHAM Node 494492.   

IRLP Node 9008 & WIRES #1427.   

NCS varies.  Sunday session is trivia net. 

HF CW Friday 08:00 CST, 7.112 MHz 

informal slow speed CW Net.  

W8IRT NCS.  Email: w8irt@aol.com  

New! Tech Net at 19:00 Central Time 

Thursdays, same nodes/frequencies as 

above.  

  

Monthly Meeting  
Saturday 11-10-2012 

Boutwells Landing  
Auditorium A 

 Pre-meeting Breakfast &  
Coffee  -  7:30 at Joseph’s 
Restaurant.   

 Meeting - 9:00am 

 Program:  Skip, KSØJ, 
tells us about the ENIGMA 
machine.  

 Raffle Prizes Galore!  

S.A.R.A. is a proud affiliate of the Courage Center Handiham System 

 

November 
2012 

Breaking of the Enigma 
 

Skip Jackson KSØJ will be bringing 
an interesting video for our Program 
this month.   It is a 50 minute video 
detailing the story about the Ger-
man Enigma machine.  The Enigma 
was a cryptographic system that op-
erated in conjunction with Morse 
code over short wave radio and was 
used during World War II.  The video 
is an examination of the people, the 
process and the equipment of the 
day.  It is interesting since so many 

people were able to keep it a secret during and after the 
war. 
 
The breaking of the Enigma Code was one of the major 
technical achievements of World War II.  Winston 
Churchill called the project “ultra” and personally made 
many of the decisions on what intelligence should be act-
ed on and how it was to be done.  Many of the British 
technical people involved were radio operators, either 
commercial or experimental (amateur radio).   
 
The breaking of this code system allowed Britain and the 
Allies to have an intelligence window in the German Mili-
tary strategic planning and tactical efforts for most of 
the war that probably cut years off the war in the final 
analysis.   The Germans were never suspicious of the 
breakdown until the scope of the failure was announced 
some 40 years after the end of the war. 
 
You won’t want to miss this great video. 
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LETTER FROM THE PREZ  -  November 2012 
 

Fall is definitely in full swing and now we’re 

looking towards the winter months.   

 

All of the prognostications from the weather soothsayers indicate that we’re in for a ‘middle of 

the road’ type winter with about 50” of snow.  We’ll see hihi.  The snow blower is ready but I 

still haven’t put away the lawnmower as I still have some leaves to mulch.  I hope you’ve had 

enough time to get the fall preparations done. 

As you read this, we will have just finished our participation in this year’s Split Rock Special 

Event.  Last year, we had over 20 members who made it a success.   Our Events Chair has 

said that we’ll have almost that many again to participate and operate.  This will be the 8 th 

year of SARA operating a Special Event out of Split Rock.  With the exception of the first 

year, all of the operations have been done from the picnic shelter located just south of the 

Lighthouse.  This shelter has been great for us as it affords us a place to store our gear dur-

ing off hours and a heated shelter.  It looks like we’ll need a little more heat this year as it’s 

been getting colder sooner than last year.  We have some new members that haven’t partici-

pated in the past.  They will have fun and will come back knowing what it’s like to be on the 

‘other’ end of a DX pileup. 

We heard Skip Jackson on the air for the first time in a few months.  Seems one half of his 

antenna came down in a storm awhile ago.  Dave Glas made a visit to his QTH in October 

and replaced the antenna with a new ‘OXB special’.  Congrats to Skip!  And, I’m told that Bob 

Jensen will also be getting the ‘OXB Special’ towards the end of October so we expect to 

hear him on 160 meters.  He claims he’ll be closer to QRP rather than QRO.  Either way, I 

expect his signal will be strongly heard as was Skip’s when the antenna work was completed.   

We’ve had excellent programs at the meetings this past year.  This month’s program will be 

no exception.  Skip Jackson KSØJ is a SARA member and our ARRL Section Manager.  He’ll 

be bringing a DVD that explains the rise and fall of the Enigma code machine that was used 

in World War II.  There were a number of military personnel, who were also hams that worked 

on the project to try to figure out the coding process.  It will be an interesting program you’ll 

want to see. 

Our General Meeting will be held next Saturday, November 10 th,  in the north building of 

Boutwells Landing.  You’ll be greeted with fine friends, warm conversation and a program 

learning experience.  And to top it off, you might even win a great Raffle prize.   We hope to 

see you there! 

 
Keith Miller – AGØH 
SARA President 
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It’s sad to hear of the passing of Master 

Tony Tretter (WØKVO); he was a darn 

good man! He was a great supporter of 

Amateur Radio and was especially in-

terested in helping Handiham members. 

I met Tony close to 20 years ago; he was 

busy with teaching and helping others. I 

think the best, single 

word I can use to de-

scribe his enthusiasm 

for the hobby is pas-

sion! He was serious 

about doing a thor-

ough job teaching 

Amateur Radio. And, 

for Handihams who 

needed extra assistance, he was there 

for them.  

One time, his passion drove him to write 

to top folks at “The League” and let 

them know they got their explanation of 

resonance wrong in the training manu-

al. As it turned out, I’ll be darned if the 

head guy sent a note back to Tony and 

agreed with him!! Subsequent issues 

were appropriately revised. 

Tony is THE reason SARA has an active, 

successful education and training pro-

gram! About 15 years ago, Tony knew 

he would no longer be able to orches-

trate our education program. So plan-

ning ahead, he was able to persuade 

and ease Greg (KØGW) into the job. 

And the rest is a history of success for 

SARA! I don’t know how many Techni-

cian and General License classes we’ve 

had since then or how many hams have 

been licensed or upgraded as a result – 

but I bet there are a lot! (As most know, 

we’re about the only club in the area 

that runs a class in the spring and one in 

the fall. The fall class is just now wrapping 

up. TNX to Bob, WØGAF, for carrying on 

Tony’s tradition and for driving this im-

portant mission for Amateur Radio.) 

Indeed Tony leaves a great legacy to 

Amateur Radio, the Handiham organiza-

tion and to SARA. I wish I could have 

been there Friday, Nov. 2 to see the send 

off he received by those who knew and 

loved him.  

As it turned out, some of us were head-

ed north to Lake Gitche Gumee (that’s 

Lake Superior to non-natives) and SARA’s 

big, annual special event. SARA operat-

ed over the Nov. 3 and 4 weekend to 

commemorate and honor the crew of 

the Edmund Fitzgerald. November 10, 

2012 marks the 37th anniversary of the 

sinking of the somewhat famous iron ore 

carrier and loss of her 29-man crew.   

Although many couldn’t be there, we 

made numerous contacts with club 

members.  

It’s a special event like many special 

events but you gotta be there to fully un-

derstand what it’s all about. 

To explain it, I’ve first gotta tell you up-

front, it’s not just about the Edmund Fitz-

gerald or Amateur Radio. I think it’s 

about companionship and about the 

SARA Amateur Radio family. 

Yes, we operated radios while we’re 

there. But heck, some of us can do that 

any ole time!  

So, what do ~20 hams do in close quar-

ters for about two days?! 

Well, let’s see – there’s: 

:: tune around the bands to pick open 

frequencies where we can make “Qs”! 

:: around-the-clock     Continued on page 7 
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Tony Tretter, WØKVO, is a Silent Key 

 
Tony Tretter, W0KVO, passed away peacefully surrounded by family on October 29, 2012 at 

his home in North St. Paul. Tony was one of our longest serving volunteers, having joined in 

1970, around the time Handihams became a Courage Center program.  

Tony's most recent radio club was the Stillwater Amateur Radio Association, SARA, 

www.radioham.org. He taught his math and theory classes in person for the club.  In this  

photo Tony teaches  a SARA class at Courage St. Croix in Stillwater, MN about 10 years ago.  

There are so many stories about Tony 

and his kindness that it is hard to know 

where to begin.  He would be there to 

help, whether at radio camp sessions 

or to put up an antenna or connect a 

radio. His real passion was always ed-

ucation - teaching about radio and 

electronics was an avocation after 

many years working for the U.S. Postal 

Service. He would really go the extra 

mile to get you on the air if you need-

ed help.  Yesterday two of Tony's 

good friends, Diane, WD9DNQ, and 

Dennis, K0CCR, called us to share this 

sad news.   

One of the things I remember about 

Tony is that he was enthusiastic about 

sharing his knowledge of amateur radio with our blind Handiham members and would always 

make himself available to teach via audio cassette tapes.  Back in the day, Sister Alverna, 

WA0SGJ, would send Tony's tapes to blind Handiham members who needed some extra help 

with things like the math problems in the amateur radio exams.  Tony's personable way of 

teaching concepts like math was very much liked by everyone, and Tony enjoyed repeating 

one story from radio camp.   

"A young lady", Tony recalled, "Met me at radio camp for the first time. She was so excited to 

meet the actual person whose voice she had heard on those cassette tapes that she blurted 

out 'I have gone to sleep with you every night!', and of course everyone had a good laugh 

about that because she had really meant that she listened to the study tapes at bedtime." 

Another thing about Tony was that he remained quite physically fit and active well into his 

80s. He was known as a vigorous (and tough) tennis player! Tony quipped about being happy 

with his Advanced Class Amateur Radio License, saying that if anyone could beat him at ten-

nis he would take the test and upgrade. No one dared to take him up on it because none of 

us were ever going to be that good at tennis!  Even so, Tony knew all of the licensing materials 

better than the publishers of the license manuals.  In fact, each time a new license manual 

came out Tony would vet the math sections and come up with several errors that the publish-

er had to fix in the next edition. He could have passed his Extra Class any time he pleased but 

was always modest about his knowledge and simply felt that Advanced was where he want-

ed to be.    73 to you, Tony - You have been a good friend to all of us at SARA and  

Handihams.   (WAØTDA) 

http://www.radioham.org
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Jungle QRP – de Peter NØGRM 
  

Perched up on a bamboo stool, high along a jungle ridge in the south 
pacific, an observer is radioing in Japanese troop movement to US 
marines on a distant island.   Around him is dense jungle and his 
native companion running a hand operated generator several feet 
away.   It’s Saturday afternoon and I’m watching the scene unfold in 
the comfort of my living room, blanket laid out on the floor with a bowl 
of popcorn close at hand. 
  

How cool is it to pull out a radio deep in the wilderness? Throw up a 
wire antenna and initiate conversation with someone hundreds or 
thousands of miles away – yourself being miles from the nearest 
power, land lines or cell service?  
  
Very Cool! 
  
Last summer I lived out this childhood fantasy by kitting together a 
QRP rig, small 20 watt amplifier, long wire and battery.  Then I 
hauled it into the BWCA for seven days for some wilderness QSOs. 
  
My daughter Trisha, chocolate lab Duke (a.k.a. “Box-O-Rocks”) and I 
ventured to the Boundary Waters last August.  After finishing each 
day’s activities and securing camp for the evening, I would pull out 
my KX1, setup my station and start listening to the CW portion of the 

forty meter band.  The first night on the air, I enjoyed a half dozen or so QSOs throughout the country (a SKCC event was in 
progress.)  I received strong signal reports, thanks in part to the 20 watt Ramsey amplifier I brought along for peace of mind. 
  
Every night I would setup my gear around 9:00, the end-fed antenna having been launched into a tree during the 
day.  Throughout the week I continued to fill my log book and make new friends.  One in particular, Frank-WB7NZI from 
northern Washington State checked in several nights to catch-up on our travel progress and events of the day.  In addition, 
an old friend of mine – Brian-W0FL also checked in each evening.  He even texted my wife Tracy several times with updates. 
  
Note that I prefer a long rag chew over a quick exchange of signal reports – especially when I’ve got something to share. 
  
Most evening ended with cold fingers – one night was cut short by a thunder storm.  Pulling the switch left me in total dark-
ness and silence.  Upon removing my headphones one evening I heard wolves far off in the distance – a little disconcerting.  
  
Settling down to a few hours of CW was an enjoyable way to end the evenings.  All Very Cool! 
  
My gear consisted of an Elecraft KX1, vintage straight key, Ramsay 20 watt-40 meter amplifier, HF Par Electronics EF-10-20-
40 end-fed antenna, tractor battery and solar charger.  I also brought along an old SWR meter – not necessary.  The antenna 
was raised via rock and rope, the battery was topped off during the day. 
  
I recommend getting your setup together a month or so ahead or your trip.  Get used to using the gear in your back yard or 
your deck.  Depending on your configuration, there may be a lot of fiddling to get it all just right, figure out where your want  
the gear in relation to where your sitting, use the same chair or bamboo stool you’ll be using when on the air.   Most important-
ly get comfortable with your keyer (straight or paddle) in relation to your position and station setup. 
  
Photos of the trip can be viewed at:  http://www.stcroixsites.com/bwca2012/ 
  
Then enjoy – 73, 
 Peter NØGRM 

  
 

http://www.stcroixsites.com/bwca2012/
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prior to Dec. 31st. 

If you would like to consider running for any of the open elect-

ed offices, please contact any of the current club officers. The 
offices of President, VP, Secretary, and Treasurer are all up 
for election for a 1-year term. There is also a Director position 

for a 2-year term up for election at the same time.  

I show the following people as members through at least 2013:  
ACØX, AGØH, KAØHYR, KB9WTB, KBØWRM, KCØOIO, 

KDØHRM, KDØJTG, KDØOTB, KØANA, KØBR, KØGCP, 
KØGPX, NØGRM, W9LHG, WAØTDA, WB9OKQ, WØDIK, 
WØOXB, & Mayor Rudy. Where are the rest of you?? If you 
believe you have paid dues for 2013 and are not on the above 
list, please let me know ASAP, so that I can check on it for 

you.  

The bottom line folks is:  

1:  Pay your 2013 dues now. 

2:  Offer to run for any of the open offices. 

3:  Vote. 

4:  Participate in the club activities. 

5:  Contact any club officer with any suggestion that might 

improve SARA!   

73,  

RTL Awarded 
 

The famous “WØOXB Release to Listen Award”, 
commonly called the “RTL Award”, found a new 
home at the Oct. 13th Monthly Meeting. The ac-
companying picture displays the previous holder, 
Mary NØDXH, presenting an unsuspecting Keith 
AGØH with the Award.  

It was noted that while often the primary criteria 
for being awarded the RTL Award has been 
based upon “quantity”, in this case it was award-
ed to Keith primarily due to “quality”. He is not a 
person who tends to monopolize a conversation 
in person or on the air, but he has demonstrated 
ability to jump in and speak up to whatever level 
might be needed to keep SARA moving in a posi-
tive direction. Congratulations to Keith on being 
added to the list of those with the honor of having 
earned the RTL Award!  

 

SARA Dues For 2013 
 
I want to thank the members who have already submitted 
SARA dues for 2013, and ask that the rest of the membership 
step forward and get current for the upcoming year. Dues run 
on a calendar year and annual dues for Regular Membership 
are $20. Annual dues for Family, or Associate Membership are 
$10 per person. Checks made out to SARA can be mailed to 

me, or given to me in person. Please do not mail cash. As a 
reminder, only those with Regular Membership are allowed 

voting privileges, or the right to hold elected office. 

Speaking of elected office, I am not sure if the November  
Signals from SARA Newsletter will be out before or after the  
November 6th elections. Regardless of your personal political 

views, I am quite sure we are all pretty much ready to be done 
with all the rhetoric and move on. However we do have a 

SARA election coming up and concluding on January 12th.  

There has not been a decision made by the Board of Directors 
yet, but in all recent years, we have had an email voting  
process that has begun January 1st. To be able to present a 

ballot of candidates prior to that, dues for 2013 should be paid 

SARA Needs YOU! 

Get involved ... 

Make a difference ... 

Have  fun! 

VE Session November 15th 

Just a short reminder that we will have a VE 
Session at Boutwells Landing on November 
15th. Plan to be set up for check-ins about 
5:30pm with exams scheduled to begin at 
6pm. The exam has been on the SARA 
website and listed with the ARRL, so not 
listing details here. Anyone with any ques-

tions should contact me ASAP.  

73,  

Shel NØDRX 

Email: n0drx@hotmail.com 

mailto:n0drx@hotmail.com
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 Thursday evenings: Eyeball 
QSO  

 November 15:  VE session 
 December 8: SARA meeting 
 January 12:  SARA meeting 
 February 9:  SARA meeting 

    OXB, continued from page 3 

 

Eye Ball QSOs going on! 

:: lots of munching, snacking and coffee/

pop/hot chocolate drinking too! 

:: learning going on! 

:: good ole fashioned story-tellin! 

:: also ribbin, jabbin and laffin!! (An occa-

sional multi-national debate/dispute is 

added to warm-up discussions!) 

Last but not least, there’s the required 

after hours networking and critiquing ses-

sions before we turn in! 

Yes, it’s an extension of some of the 

above – but add to that tight quarters. 

Heck, it’s especially hard to get more 

than a word in edgewise at these ses-

sions! Thank God for the 25 hour day on 

Sunday, Nov. 3.  

(I don’t know how we can fit ~20 folks 

into a small, two bedroom motel room – 

but we do! Maybe Shel can explain it 

sometime. I know he has photos. BUT, I 

also know Shel has trouble remembering 

which year we’re in which room!! Then 

again, it’s tough to keep all your “rocks 

straight” as you get older!) 

I guess you gotta be there to really learn 

what this event is all about. In the mean-

while, check with those who’ve been 

there. Maybe talk to first-time attendees/

newbies; Dan, Jim and Henry to hear 

what they have to say. (Their probation-

ary period will end at next year’s event.) 

Reservations are being made for next 

year! Check your calendars for Nov. 1 – 

3, 2013; like they say on television, “Don’t 

wait; operators are on duty!” (We may 

have to limit attendance to 30 this 

time?!) 

OK, I’ve gotta wrap things up. It’s time for 

me to start packing for my month-long 

visit in Washington state. Between grouse 

and deer hunting, I’ll be having skeds 

with those back here. If you don’t re-

ceive a note from me by Nov. 9 outlining 

my “slant 7” plans, let me know.  

73 es CUL, 

Dave (WØOXB) 

OXBism: “Due to our recent change to 

Standard Time, it gets late earlier out-

side!” 

 

Disclaimer 

The information contained in this column is 

subjective. It is for entertainment and educa-

tional purposes only and not warrantied for 

content, accuracy, or any other implied or 

explicit purpose; it may not apply to your 

situation. The author, publisher and distribu-

tor provide no warranty regarding the con-

tent or accuracy of this material. Neither the 

author nor publisher shall be liable for any 

stress, anxiety or misuse that may result. 

© 2012 WØOXB. All rights reserved. A single 

copy of this material may be reprinted for 

noncommercial, personal use only.  

OXB, OXBism, OXB Special, Counterpoise 

and the Counterpoise logo are trademarks 

of WØOXB.  

Digital Net—Every Wednesday— 7:00 p.m.  

147.060 Mhz for check-in then move to 

144.950 BPSK 125      
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“Remembering the Edmund Fitzgerald"  

WØJH Split Rock Lighthouse Special Event Recap  

 

For the eighth year in a row, 

we headed to the north 

shore of Lake Superior to  

operate this popular special 

event. Most left from home 

early on Friday, Nov. 2 and 

set-up began at Split Rock 

shortly after noon.  

 

Here’s a list of SARA members present: 

Henry (KØHAS), Jim (WØELC, formerly 

AAØUP), Keith (AGØH), Mary (NØDXH), 

Shel (NØDRX), Joe (KCØOIO), George 

(KCØWOA), Roxann (KDØELD), Gregory 

(KDØELF), Jerry (NØMR), Bill (VE3XT), Brad 

(VE3MXJ), Dan (KDØASX), Bob (WØGAF) 

and Bob’s XYL Connie, Jeff (KCØMKS), 

Scott (KDØHRM), John (W9LHG), Mike 

(NØODK) and Dave (WØOXB).  

(Editor’s note: Sorry if we forgot someone!) 

 

Gear was carried ~250’ (that’s ~76 meters for Bill and Brad!) from the parking lot to the 

Split Rock Lighthouse State Park Trail Center. Inside our temporary QTH, tables and 

benches were rearranged while radio gear was set up at three stations. The large, 

wood-burning stove was started. (BTW: The facility has indoor bathrooms and is handi-

cap accessible.) 

 

While inside work was taking place, antennas were being erected in the cool 40 de-

gree WX. A ~60’ birch tree served as the center support for a 190’ long, center-fed 

Zepp (aka OXB SpecialTM) antenna oriented east-north-east to west-south-west. Natu-

rally, the multi-band antenna performed very well on 160m thru 10m. A second center-

fed Zepp (~160’ long running NNW to SSE) was raised to the top of a 70’ birch. A third 

center-fed Zepp antenna was erected for digital use. Digital operation, with Joe’s “Go 

Kit”  was limited due to interference with our SSB stations.   
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SSB stations consisted of a Yaesu® FT-450/FT-450D HF transceiver, a QJE® power supply 

and a MFJ® 949E manual antenna tuner. SARA is grateful to Radio City, our local 

“Candy Store”, for co-sponsoring the event and providing the SARA crew with some FB 

equipment. Visit their web site to see photos: http://www.radioinc.com/. (FYI: Radio 

City is celebrating 30 years in business on Saturday, Nov. 10. Why not join them for the 

gala event following SARA’s Saturday meeting?!) 

                                                   

This year we tried something different. APRS, via a 2m transceiver, was used to alert off-

site stations, to the frequencies we operated. TNX to George, Keith and Jerry for mak-

ing this happen.  

 

Bill and John braved near freezing temps to operate QRP from a small covered shelter 

~100 meters from the Command Center. That mini Elecraft rig ran on only 4 AA batter-

ies!!  Two visiting hams from the Duluth area Arrowhead Radio Club dropped in. After 

yakking with us for a while, we sat them down to operate the 20m pile-up for two 

hours! 

 

There was quite an assortment of snacks the whole time. Persian Delights, combined 

with Canuck Coffee from Bill and Brad, were big hits this year. Special TNX to Connie 

who made the FB QRO beef stew for dinner on Saturday and Sunday lunch!  

 

About 1,000 contacts were made over a period of ~22 hours. The 20m band produced 

over half the contacts and 40m accounted for ~one third. We worked many club 

members multiple times. All contacts were logged with SARA laptops using AC Log 

logging program. According to Shel, we already have ~200 QSL requests. As in the 

past, we ONLY plan to fulfill QSL requests via e-mail!  

Requests must be sent to: SplitRock2012@radioham.org and include standard QSL info: 

Callsign, Date, Time (UTC), Band/Frequency, Mode and Report (RST). Anyone wishing a 

QSL, whether you worked WØJH or not, can get one free! Just ask or send a note to 

Shel or George. (And TNX to these two for setting up and making the e-mail QSL pro-

cess work smoothly!) 

 

By all accounts, everyone attending had a great time. Most are expecting to come 

back in 2013. (Reservations for next year are already made.) Our SARA ops are always 

pleased to hear the many positive, unsolicited comments from on-air contacts. 

http://www.radioinc.com/
mailto:SplitRock2012@radioham.org
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Split Rock 2012 
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Thank you to all of our volunteers who help SARA  
during special events, serve as club officers, present 
programs, work on projects like the constitution and 

nonprofit status, maintain and host our repeater,  
manage the website, edit the newsletter,  

and help in so many ways.  

We couldn’t do it without you! 

LAST MINUTE NEWSLETTER COMMENTS 

Thanks for your patience in waiting for this newsletter to be published.  Several of us were 

busy with the Split Rock Special Event and were unable to get to the final preparation of 

the newsletter.  

I would like to take this opportunity to say a BIG THANK YOU to all of the members who at-

tended the Special Event this year.  It was a resounding success due to everyone coming 

together as a team and working to amass over 1000 contacts.  We had a GREAT time and 

are again looking forward to Split Rock 2013.  We have reserved the Shelter for next year 

and are already making plans for our return.  

Each year, we have been successful in improving our operations.  With the club’s D700 

and a spare laptop, we added APRS and several members worked a number of digital 

stations on PSK.  The APRS station was run by George KCØWOA who continuously updated 

the APRS beacons with the HF frequencies we were using. A great deal was learned in us-

ing UI-View to display the map which presented the beacons. 

Connie and Bob Jensen WØGAF put on an excellent dinner on  Saturday  afternoon.  

Connie is an exceptional cook and organizer.  No one went away hungry! 

73 and we hope to see you at the meeting this coming Saturday, November 10th. 

Keith Miller – AGØH 

SARA President  


