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WØJH 

Announcements 

 

 

SARA On the Air 

HF Phone Roundtable Daily 
except Tuesday & 
Thursday @ 20:00 Local on 
1.903 MHz± with alternate 
1.897 MHz. 

Monday @ 09:00 Local on 
3.857 MHz +/- 

SARA Repeater Weekly 
Net Wednesday 21:00 
 Local WØJH Repeater  

147.060 MHz +   
114.8 Hz  tone  

BPSK31/BPSK63 Digital 
Net 
Sunday @ 1900 Local on 
3582.150 MHz (center freq 
= 1,000) Monitor SARA 
Repeater for help. 

  

     Signals from SARA 

Monthly Meeting  
Saturday  

9 November 2013 
Boutwells Landing  

Auditorium C 

Pre-meeting Breakfast &  
Coffee  -  7:30 at Joseph’s 

Restaurant.   

Meeting - 9:00am 

Program:  Learn about  
portable HF operation - 

WØGAF & NØGRM 

S.A.R.A. is a proud affiliate of the Courage Center Handiham System 

 

November 
2013 

Portable HF Operation  

This month’s program will include stories, gear 

and instruction around portable HF operation.  

Bob, WØGAF, and I will talk about what  

motivates us to pack up our radios, antennas 

and batteries then head out into the wild to 

work the world.   

 Continued on page 4 
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Rescue by Remote 

By Jerry Berreth, KBØJER 

I am having a great experience with a bit of internet-

driven technology that I would like to tell you about.  

While it is not brand new this is the first time I have 

taken advantage of it and is it ever fun.  The ability to 

operate a station from my home has always been a 

great source of enjoyment, but to operate a REMOTE 

STATION from my home is REALLY a great deal.  

Here is the story of my rescue. 

 

I have been a Ham for 20+ years now and have  

enjoyed every minute of it.  It took a while to get the 

station going but with help from Dave Glas, WØOXB 

and Keith Miller, AGØH (Y2K days) and several oth-

ers, we got a very good operating station running at 

my home in Maplewood, MN.  Oh the great ‘OXB 

Special!  There is such operating freedom and a flat 

SWR from 6m-160m.  Those were wonderful days.  

However, time and other things made it necessary to 

relocate so off to Oakdale we moved.  Restrictions 

due to the nature and location of the new QTH have 

made us antenna-less.  You don’t know what you’ve 

got until what?   

Believe it! 

We got relocated and fairly well settled when the real-

ity of all this really hit me.  I guess I thought the idea 

of mobile only was the next logical step.  The ex-

pense of buying different gear loomed large and re-

tirement is not, at least for me, the time to start on a 

spending safari.  Soooooooooo, the subject of remote 

operation and Handihams came up in conversation 

with Dave WØOXB and I learned that I could partici-

pate in the remote operation in conjunction with 

SARA and Handihams.  Many thanks to Pat Tice 

 

“The two remote 

stations, WØZSW 

and WØEQO,  

provide a great 

way to get on the 

air ‘without a wire’ 

and have a great 

time with our  

hobby.  I find it 

easy to use and 

as you can tell, a 

lot of fun also.” 
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WAØTDA for his helpful suggestions as we talked on the phone about my possible 

participation.  Little did I realize that only 2 or 3 steps had to be taken by me to 

make it all possible.  “Just download the software and follow a few fairly easy steps 

and the job will be done.”  Pat has done a lot to make all this possible and I want to 

express my thanks to him and all of the other Hams who are involved in making it 

work.   

 The two remote stations, WØZSW and WØEQO, provide a great way to get 

on the air ‘without a wire’ and have a great time with our hobby.  I find it easy to use 

and as you can tell, a lot of fun also.   

 Again, thanks to Pat and Dave and Keith and all who are involved with this 

exciting and helpful way for those of us with antenna restrictions and/or physical 

limitations to be active Hams.  Without the use of the internet and the technology 

which has made this all possible I would be 2m mobile only and very limited, almost 

prohibited from any of the operating I like so much to do. 

    Good DX! 

    Jerry Berreth  de KBØJER 73 
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SARA Needs YOU! 
 

Get involved ... 

Make a difference ... 

Have  fun! 

Bob’s interest includes initiating US island QSOs, 

while I’m still getting a kick out of setting up the 

equipment and sharing my daily activity while in the wilderness.   

This month’s program promises to be interesting - we look forward to 

seeing you there and answering 

your questions. 

73 - NØGRM 

Program, from page 1 

Portable operation was the name of the game at the  Remembering 

the Edmund Fitzgerald Special Event last weekend.  
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From the President 

November 2013 

Come this January two important positions within the 

club will become available, one for Treasurer and the 

other for Vice President.  I encourage everyone in the 

club to consider stepping up and volunteering for a 

year in one of these positions.  There are plenty of  

reasons NOT to volunteer, such as additional time 

commitment, not being comfortable with the added  

responsibility, afraid of making a mistake or having to 

speak to the club or board on your own.  Rest assured 

that we all have had these considerations, myself  

included.  So why did I volunteer to run for President of 

the club – that’s a good question and one I can’t fully 

articulate, however the following is some history which 

may help to explain. 

I first volunteered for a position outside of my comfort zone when my son’s basketball 

team needed a coach.  This was back when he was in fifth grade.  I have to admit I 

had to do a lot of soul searching before I agreed to step up.   First of all, I’ve never 

been very good at team sports – least of all basketball, where I hardly knew the rules 

of the game.  For seconds, I was a nerdy introvert who was more comfortable pursu-

ing individual interests.  Having realized that in order to be successful as a coach I 

needed to get up to speed on the game so I immersed myself in books on coaching 

and basketball.  It worked out fine and I actually had a great time with the kids and 

the parents.  Parents were especially grateful and were always there to help me out 

during a game or by backing me up when I was traveling for work.   

From there I assumed the committee chair position for my son’s scout troop, serving 

for three years.  There again I was rewarded with a sense of accomplishment being 

able to help out where I could.  With the troop I was also supported by the parents 

and scouts who wanted the best for the troop and realized I was a volunteer and were 

grateful I took the position. 

The last year as president of the club has been a rewarding experience with my  

success in the position only possible by those who went before me and continue to 

actively participate.   The members of the board have been very supportive and spe-

cial thanks go out them.  Please consider running for one of these two positions this 

coming January.  Note that you have to have paid 2014 club dues to run for office.  

Continued on next page 
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The next meeting will be at Boutwells landing on Saturday November 9th.  Bob 

(WØGAF) and I will be presenting the program, sharing our experiences running  

remote – both QRP and plain old barefoot.   

Special thanks goes out to Dave (WØOXB) for his tireless pursuit of ensuring this 

year’s Split Rock event went without a hitch.  I suspect he’s got everything taken care 

outside of the weather.  Dave has also been very active this past month supporting 

Handihams with their antenna  maintenance in preparation for old man winter. 

Dan Lee (ADØDV) took some time last month to setup a Facebook page for the club.  

Dan will be administering it and has invited all who are interested to follow along.  I’ve 

done so and have forwarded it on to hams I know outside of the club.  I look forward 

to checking it out from time to time. 

As a reminder, each SARA member is allowed to bring one or two items for sale to 

each general meeting.  No Boat Anchors please and all unsold merchandise must be 

brought home after the meeting. 

One final note – Winter is here, with only a few tolerable days left to check those  

connections or repair that sagging dipole.   Remember to BE SAFE! 

As always, I’m looking forward to seeing you at the November general meeting on the 

9th .  Don’t forget the pre-meeting-breakfast at Joseph’s Restaurant (7:30am) – and 

finally, note that the minutes from the October meeting have been posted to the 

SARA website.  If you see anything needing correcting, please send your comments 

to Dan (ADØDV) at: Secretary@RadioHam.org. 

73 

Peter – NØGRM 

SARA President 

Join us on Facebook! 

Dan, ADØDV, has set up a Facebook page for the Stillwater Amateur Radio Association!  All you 

have to do is log into Facebook, search within FB for “Stillwater Amateur Radio Association”, and 

“Like” the page.  
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“Remembering the Edmund Fitzgerald" WØJH 

Split Rock Lighthouse Special Event Recap  

For the ninth year in a row, we headed to the north shore of 

Lake Superior to operate this popular special event. Most left 

from home early on Friday, Nov. 1 and set-up began at Split 

Rock shortly after noon.  

SARA members present for some or all of this year’s event: Henry 

(KØHAS), Bruce (KØSON), Keith (AGØH), Mary (NØDXH), Shel 

(NØDRX), Peter (NØGRM), Joe (KCØOIO), Jim (KDØIPI), John 

(KDØWGH), Greg (KØGW), Mary (KDØPKY), Jerry (NØMR), Bill 

(VE3XT), Brad (VE3MXJ), Lyle (WB9OKQ) and his XYL Terri, Bob 

(WØGAF) and his XYL Connie, Jeff (KCØMKS), Scott (KDØHRM), 

Tom (AD6QT), John (W9LHG), Dan (ADØDV) and his XYL Renee, 

John (N5JLZ) and Dave (WØOXB). (Editor’s note: We hope we did-

n’t forget someone! Sorry if we did.) 

There were seven first-time SARA members participating. Over the 

long weekend, these newbies and other attendees had plenty of op-

portunities to log, operate and learn about various aspects of Ama-

teur Radio. (A lot of what’s learned Up North isn’t in the ARRL li-

cense manuals.) 

Although rain showers were off-and-on from Duluth to Split Rock, 

the precipitation held off as we erected antennas! 

With the temperature in the low 40s, we launched a line into a 60’ 

birch tree for the center support of a 190’ long, center-fed Zepp an-

tenna. As in the past, this multi-band antenna performed very well 

Split Rock lighthouse 

was completed in 

1910, a project of the 

U.S. lighthouse  

Service. Today it is 

managed by the  

Minnesota Historical 

Society and is the 

main feature in Split 

Rock Lighthouse State 

Park. 
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on 160m thru 10m. A second center-fed Zepp 

(~160’), positioned ~90 degrees to the other, was 

raised to the top of a 75’ birch.  

SSB stations consisted of gear 

provided by Radio City and the 

Courage Kenny Handiham Pro-

gram. SARA is grateful to Radio 

City and the Handiham Program 

for co-sponsoring the event and 

providing the SARA crew with 

some FB equipment. 

Digital Joe (KCØOIO) set up a 

portable, battery-operated, PSK 

station. “Digital” Joe’s remote sta-

tion, located in the park’s tent 

camping area, was very popular 

with this year’s attendees – espe-

cially the newly licensed hams. 

Some operated from different 

parts of the state park in their 

cars using mobile gear.  

Dave (WØOXB) had an idea for 

converting a 160’ long, center-fed 

Zepp (aka OXB SpecialTM) an-

tenna into a vertical loop. With the help of others, this experimental antenna was erected with 

~53’ per side to form an antenna often referred to as a Delta Loop.  It worked well during ini-

tial tests; and is likely to be another SARA field-type antenna. (Could this be another OXB 

Special™ antenna offering?!) 

All the QSOs aren’t yet tallied, but it looks like we made over 1,000 contacts. Radio propaga-

tion was good; with the 40m, 20m, and 15m bands producing most of our contacts. Contacts 

were logged with SARA laptops using N3FJP AC Log.  

According to Shel, we’ve already received numerous QSL requests. As in the past, we plan 

to fulfill QSL requests only via e-mail! Requests must be sent to: 

SplitRock2013@radioham.org and include standard QSL info: Callsign, Date, Time (UTC), 

Band/Frequency, Mode and Report (RST). Anyone wishing a QSL, whether you worked 

WØJH or not, can get one free! Just ask or send a note to Shel. A unique QSL certificate is 

created each year.                                                   
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 There was quite an assortment of snacks the whole time; and a real SARA Smorgasbord for 

dinner on Saturday. Friday’s fish fry at Beaver Bay’s Northern Lights restaurant is becoming a 

tradition.  

By all accounts, we’re pretty sure everyone attending 

had a good time. And our on-air contacts are quick to 

express their appreciation for us coordinating the 

event. Indeed it’s heart-warming to hear the many pos-

itive, unsolicited comments.  
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From the Shack 

 

a.k.a. “NØGRM’s Quasi-Relevant Diatribe” 

 

Over MEA week last month, my son flew home from 

New York to spend time with my buddies and I up 

north of Roseau in Pine Creek Minnesota.  This has 

been an annual event since he was twelve, when I 

brought him along for his first excursion walking the woods in search of grouse.  He’s 25 now 

so I’m thrilled that he values our time together enough to schedule vacation and pay the air-

fare.    

We spend our time with a friend of mine, Brad Dokken who owns the property which has been 

in his family since the 1800’s.  He lives in Grand Forks, but spends the weekends in Pine 

Creek hunting, fishing and doing yard work.  Last year Brad built a bunk house on his property 

to off-load some of his guests from his trailer.  It was quite a project and the outcome was a 

great success.  The shack easily holds three to four of us, along with a table, fridge, micro-

wave and coffee pot.  Most importantly, there’s plenty of room for a FT-450, small lap top and 

Vibroplex bug.  All of which also made the trip with me.   

Outside the shack I launched a 20-80 meter dipole up in the trees and was quickly working the 

US, Africa and Europe.  One of my buddies (Scottie) started bringing along his son (Aaron) 

last year who is now 13.  Not being accustomed to the gear I was quickly labeled a NERD and 

old fashion by Aaron.  Scottie reminded Aaron that if it wasn’t for guys like me everyone would 

still be living in a cave.  That’s not entirely true, but it was a nice thought – Hi Hi.  As the long 

weekend progressed Aaron started hanging around more when I was on the air asking ques-

tions about who I was talking to and what they were saying.  I’m sure it’s the same for you; 

everyone asks if they speak English.  Of course they do – everyone does.   

As we had internet access from my phone, I pulled up QRZ on the laptop and showed him 

who I was talking to, along with where they were located and how far away they were from us.  

During several QSO’s Aaron asked me to ask them questions to which I complied and shared 

their response.  Towards the end of our stay, I was working and translating a station in Ottawa 

sharing WX info when the station asked to make sure we were staying warm (there was snow 

on the ground – with highs hovering around 2 degrees C) when Scottie suggested I tell him we 

were staying warm by our being chased by wolves.  To which Ottawa responded Hi Hi Hi…   

If Aaron got anything out of his experience I suspect the Hi Hi Hi will stick the most.  Perhaps 

he’ll use that the next time he’s texting his girl friend instead of LOL.  

There’s always hope. Hi Hi.  

Till next time - 73 

Peter – NØGRM 
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Counterpoise 
As you probably know, some of us recently headed north to Lake 
Gitche Gumee and SARA’s big, annual special event. SARA operat-
ed over the first weekend in November to commemorate and honor 
the crew of the Edmund Fitzgerald. November 10, 2013 marks the 
38th anniversary of the sinking of the somewhat famous iron ore car-
rier and loss of her 29-man crew.   

Although many couldn’t be there, we made numerous contacts with 
club members. It’s a special event like many special events but you 
gotta be there to fully understand what it’s all about. To explain it, I’ve 
first gotta tell you up-front, it’s not just about the Edmund Fitzgerald or 

Amateur Radio. I think it’s about companionship and about the SARA Amateur Radio family. 

Yes, we operate radios while we’re there. But hey, most of us can do that any time!  

So, what do over 20 hams do in close quarters for about two days?! 

Well, let’s see – there’s: 

 tuning around the bands to pick open frequencies where we can make “Qs”! 

 around-the-clock Eye Ball QSOs! 

 lots of munching, snacking and coffee/pop/hot chocolate drinking! 

 learning all sorts of things! 

 good ole-fashioned story-tellin! 

 also ribbin, jabbin and laffin!! (An occasional multi-national debate/dispute is added to 
warm-up discussions!) 

 Last but not least, there are afterhours networking and critiquing sessions before we turn 
in! (Thank God for the 25 hour day on Sunday.) These are an extension of some of the 
above – but with tight quarters. (I don’t know how we can fit so many into a small, two bed-
room motel room – but we do! Maybe Shel can explain it sometime?) For some reason, 
Shel often has a hard time remembering when we have room 19, the “Honeymoon Suite.” 
Sometimes it’s tough keeping 9 years of fun straight. 

I guess you gotta be there to really learn what this event is all about. In the meanwhile, check 
with those who’ve been there. Maybe talk to first-time attendees newbies/probies: Dan, Jim, 
John Z., Peter, Mary H., Bruce and John K. to hear what they have to say about it.  

OK, I’ve gotta wrap things up. It’s time for me to find the snow blower and put it in the garage. 
Then, I must start packing for my month-long visit in Washington State. Between grouse and 
deer hunting, I’ll be having HF skeds with those back here. If you don’t receive a note from me 
by Nov. 10 outlining my “slant 7” operating plans, let me know.  

73 es CUL, 

Dave (WØOXB) 

OXBism: “It took me 10 minutes to reset my UTC clock – at least I think it took 10 minutes! 

Disclaimer:   
 
The information contained in this column is subjective. It is for entertainment and educational purposes only and not warrantied for content, accura-
cy, or any other implied or explicit purpose; it may not apply to your situation. The author, publisher and distributor provide no warranty regarding the 
content or accuracy of this material. Neither the author nor publisher shall be liable for any stress, anxiety or misuse that may result. 

© 2013 WØOXB. All rights reserved. A single copy of this material may be reprinted for noncommercial, personal use only.  

OXB, OXBism, OXB Special, Counterpoise and the Counterpoise logo are trademarks of WØOXB.  
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Handiham  Nets 

VHF/UHF Daily 11:00 Local on the NØBVE Repeater 

145.450- & 444.65- ( 114.8), Echolink HANDIHAM 

Node 494492.   

WIRES #1427.   

NCS varies.  Sunday session is a roundtable. 

HF CW Friday 08:00 CST, 7.112 MHz informal slow 

speed CW Net.  

W8IRT NCS.  Email: w8irt@aol.com  

Tech Net at 19:00 Central Time Thursdays, same 

nodes/frequencies as above.  

 Editor’s Notes 

 

 

 

Crossed Signals 

Oh, drat.  We were going to put this issue of Signals together with MS Word, but ended up 

using Publisher as usual.  Word has some newsletter templates, so Dave and I figured, “Hey, 

what the heck - it’ll be easy to use and more universal than Publisher.” 

Wrong. 

 

It turns out that Word does work okay, but mainly for  

writing letters to my mom, who appreciates not having to 

decipher my handwriting.   

 

 

 

As a newsletter medium, it was pretty lame. There was an incomprehensible underlying and 

hard to edit template lurking under the editable fields, and the text could not flow into new text  

boxes.  Margins and pagination were a nightmare and picture fields seemed to go everywhere 

but where I wanted them.  The available templates didn’t fit our usual content style and layout 

problems multiplied like mosquitos after a downpour on Field Day.  

With deadline alarms ringing due to our busy special event at Split Rock, I had to throw in the 

towel and head back to Publisher to get the issue out the door.  

Dave, WØOXB, and I will continue to explore the best way to keep Signals on time and on 

budget - a worthy newsletter representing the best radio club in these here parts! 

The Handiham Equipment Project… 

...is proceeding nicely.  I just got a message from Cory, KDØOOZ, this past weekend about 

the storage cabinet he is designing and building for us.  The cabinet will fit the limited space 

we have, store some of the equipment, and also reconfigure as a temporary work surface.  

Year end is approaching. 

That’s when we traditionally have sent out a year-end Handiham appeal. This year, with a 

new development strategy, the Courage Kenny Handihams will be part of a unified appeal. 

You can find out more about supporting us at Handiham.org.  We sure appreciate your help!  

Gifts are deductible to the fullest extent allowed by law.  

“Do you still do that ham radio stuff?” 

“Yes, mom.” 
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ON THE WATERFALL 

By Joe Heitzinger KCØOIO  

(DMC #05351, EPC #19663, 070 #1601) 

Greetings all! Welcome to “ON THE WATERFALL.”   

Ever wonder if your PSK signal is getting out? And where 

is it being heard? Check out the map page at  

http://pskreporter.info/pskmap.html.  

The pskreporter.info site automatically gathers reception reports of PSK activity and makes 

those reports available in near real- time. Programs such as Digital Master (from the HRD suite), 

FLDIGI, and most others have a client built in that when activated by the user submits reception 

reports to pskreporter.info via the internet.  

The reporting client in these programs 

monitors received traffic for stations call-

ing CQ, triggering off the “de callsign 

callsign” pattern typical in a CQ call. This 

spot is then forwarded via IP to 

pskreporter.info where you can see your 

propagation patterns within a few 

minutes. Think of pskreporter.info as an 

automated DX cluster, posting your spot 

as it is heard around the world.  

When you visit pskreporter.info/

pskmap.html, a series of dropdown selections and entry boxes allow to drill down by band, sig-

nals or countries, callsign, mode (CW included), time window and a few other selections. Mak-

ing selections in those boxes allows you to drill down to get the specific information that inter-

ests you. I find it informative to see your propagation real-time. Even those who do not utilize 

digital modes will find this website to be an excellent real-time propagation indicator. 

I ran the W0JH Remembering the Edmund Fitzgerald digital station on Saturday the 2nd. We 

made a fair number of contacts including Switzerland and Italy during the course of the day as 

well as peaked the interest of several fellow hams in operating digital. Greg K0GW is even talk-

ing about going for DXCC in PSK as a new challenge for himself. I’m planning to do it again 

next year, and we’ll even promote in our announcements to boost our contacts in PSK. 

The SARA Digital Modes Net on 80 meters is back for season. The Net is Sundays at 1900 hrs CDT. 

Find us at 3582.150 with the “sweet spot” or center frequency around 1000. Enabling RxID and 

TxID will make it easy to find us. The net operates in BPSK31 on the Sunday following the SARA 

monthly meeting. The rest of the month is usually uses BPSK63, but NCS can and will change up, 

so you need to be on your toes. Several participants monitor the SARA repeater at 147.060 + 

114.8 Tone in/out during the net for voice coordination should you have any questions for the 

net. 

 

Until next time, 73 and I hope to see you on the waterfall! de KC0OIO sk . . 

http://pskreporter.info/pskmap.html
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 Thursday evenings: Eyeball QSO  
 November 9: SARA meeting 
 November 13: VE Testing Session 
 December 14: SARA meeting 

 

 

Sad antenna photo of the month.  The HF9V gives up the ghost at WAØTDA. 


