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Announcements 

 

 

SARA Nets & Roundtables 

HF Phone Roundtable Daily except 

Tuesday & Thursday @ 20:00 Local on 

1.903 MHz± with alternate 1.955 MHz. 

SARA Repeater Weekly Net Wednesday 

21:00 Local WØJH Repeater  

147.060 MHz +    114.8 Hz tone 

Handiham  Nets 

VHF/UHF Daily 11:00 Local on the NØBVE 

Repeater 145.450- & 444.65- ( 114.8), 

Echolink HANDIHAM Node 494492.   

IRLP Node 9008 & WIRES #1427.   

NCS varies.  Sunday session is trivia net. 

HF CW Friday 08:00 CST, 7.112 MHz 

informal slow speed CW Net.  

W8IRT NCS.  Email: w8irt@aol.com  

New! Tech Net at 19:00 Central Time 

Thursdays, same nodes/frequencies as 

above.  

  

Monthly Meeting  
Saturday 10-13-2012 

Boutwells Landing  
Auditorium A 

 Pre-meeting Breakfast &  
Coffee  -  7:30 at Joseph’s 
Restaurant.   

 Meeting - 9:00am 

 Program:  Dave, WØOXB, 
presents a White Rock 
Recap  

 Raffle Prizes Galore!  

S.A.R.A. is a proud affiliate of the Courage Center Handiham System 

 

October 
2012 

October 13 Monthly Meeting Program 

Dave (WØOXB) will share all he knows and a little more 

about SARA’s White Rock Tri-State Special Event. Dave will 

show and tell details about planning, set-up, operation and 

much more about the recently completed event. 

There will be never-before-seen photos and video. And, 

you’ll learn some of Dave’s strategies and tricks about pre-

paring for a unique event like this. As a bonus, we’ll also hear 

off-the-cuff remarks from other SARA members who partici-

pated in the event. Be sure to circle Saturday, Oct. 13 on 

your calendar so you don’t miss this informative program! 

White Rock Tri-State Special Event – Recap 

The crew of Mayor Rudy Rodriguez, Shel Mann (NØDRX), Mary 

Mann (NØDXH), Bob Jensen (WØGAF), Mike Reynolds (KØKJS), Ger-

ry Parker (KØGPX), Butch Prust (WAØCMC) and Dave Glas 

(WØOXB) set up and operated portable stations where the Dakotas 

meet Minnesota. By all accounts, everyone had a great time and 

many contacts were made.  
 Continued on page 5 
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LETTER FROM THE PREZ  -  OCTOBER  2012 
 

As I write this, it’s toward the end of September and we have had 

our first frost.  I guess that’s a reminder that we really need to get 

out and get those last minute antenna plans or changes put into 

full gear.  I don’t know about you but I find it harder and harder to 

make these fingers work when it gets cold hihi.   

The bands have been up and down and certainly it’s not been a record sunspot cycle for us worth re-

membering.  Don’t get me wrong, the DX has been in there at times; it’s just sporadic and you have to 

work harder, longer and more often to have better results.   

I live about 2 miles SE of KSTP and it is unbelievable how the mix from that station and a station that 

broadcasts on 900 Khz (in western Oakdale) combine to create S9 white noise from 3800-3970 Khz.  If I 

tune below 3800, the noise drops abruptly from S9 to S4.  If anyone has a ‘fix’ please let me know.  I have 

several stations I like to talk with on 80 meters in the morning and during the past three months the QRM 

has made those contacts almost impossible.  Hopefully, the conditions will improve as we move into win-

ter. 

The White Rock Special Event crew is back from a successful operation and this issue of ‘Signals’ will give 

you all of the facts.  I’m looking forward to reading it.  Our recently revised email QSL system is reportedly 

working well thanks to Director George Madline KCØWOA.  The old procedure had program faults and 

was discarded.  The new procedure has been pre-tested to ensure it works (a novel approach) and will 

greatly make it easier for the QSL team to answer requests.  The team consists of George KCØWOA, 

Dave WØOXB and Shel NØDRX and we thank them for their efforts! 

As we look forward, we have another Special Event coming up.  Split Rock is on the horizon and will be 

held this year on November 2,3 and 4.  This event is a lot of fun and usually is well supported by the mem-

bers of our club.  I’ve recently sent out a broadcast urging those who are going to go to get their motel 

reservations in.  By the time you read this, you should have received full information about the event.  

We hope you consider joining us up there and find out what it’s like to be on the other side of a pile up 

hihi. 

Our program this month will be presented by Dave Glas WØOXB.  He’s put together a presentation on 

the White Rock Special Event with quite a few photos and a few stories to go along with them.  One 

thing is for sure:  he’ll not be at a loss for words hihi.  We look forward to his presentation.  

 Last month, we were not able to have our raffle drawing.  In my hurry to assemble all of the items I 

brought to the meeting, I neglected to bring the prizes.  So…..this month we’ll have a few extra.   Please 

support your club by buying a few raffle tickets (you might win hihi) and come prepared for great con-

versation and an excellent program.  Join us for a great time and don’t forget that we always have a 

pre-breakfast meeting at Joseph’s Restaurant at 7:30 a.m.  We hope to see you on Saturday,  

October 13!   

 

73,  

Keith Miller – AGØH 

SARA President 
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Boy, can you believe it’s October al-

ready?! I’m just getting used to writing 

2012 on things. Maybe I feel this way 

cuz my perception of time has changed 

as I get older. Does age really cause 

time warp or is it relative to speed – like 

Albert Einstein postulated?! 

Without getting too technical here, I submit to 

you that time goes slower as we move faster. 

Since Al’s revelation on this, others have proven it 

to my satisfaction. I guess these folks had nothing 

better to do than launch very accurate clocks 

into space. Upon their return to Earth, these spe-

cial chronographs were off a little bit. Mind you, 

we’re talking nanoseconds here!   

BTW: With these clocks accurate to within one 

second in 3.7 billion years, that’s even better 

than the railroad watch Marv (WØMGI SK) car-

ried! I wonder how they reset these buggers for 

Daylight Saving Time?! You can think about this; 

but I must move on. 

Did you think I 

said common 

cold the other 

night?  

I’ve found a 

cure for the 

common cause. 

Some time ago 

on the 160m band, one of the Top Band regulars 

thought I was talking about a cure for colds. No, 

it must’ve been Arctic Flutter or something on my 

100W QRP signal cuz I was really talking about 

common causes. 

I’m sure you’ve all been involved in them. They 

can be contagious – and spread quickly to oth-

ers. Just for the record, they’re supposed to be 

directly related to nonpartisan and nonprofit 

things. 

So recently I had a chance to involve myself in a 

SARA common cause. I’m sure it’s an official 

common cause cuz we all know SARA is nonpar-

tisan and nonprofit. My cause and that of other 

SARA members was the recent White Rock South 

Dakota Tri-State Special Event. Indeed, it was an 

opportunity for all participants to rally round a 

common goal. You’ll read more about the event 

in this issue of the newsletter; and, if you’re at 

SARA’s October 13 Monthly Meeting, you learn all 

about it.  

What I’m referring to here is something more than 

documented details. I’m referring to a group of 

folks, in this case SARA members, working togeth-

er as a TEAM. Planning the event, transporting 

gear, setting up stations, operating and doing 

anything else that needed doing was our collec-

tive mission. Do you know how I know we did a 

GREAT JOB? I know cuz everyone we talked with 

told us so. All the contacts I’m aware of really ap-

preciated us 

being there to 

make this hap-

pen. And, by 

my relatively 

low-grading 

standards; all 

the attendees 

were delighted 

to be part of the event.  

I love it when a plan comes together!  

Not long ago I was driving past a large field of 

sunflowers. What a pretty sight it was all yellow 

and green waving in the wind. Somehow they 

have a mission to all point their heads toward the 

sun and follow it. Well, there happened to be one, 

and only one sunflower, out of step with the oth-

ers. Evidently it didn’t “get the word” or orders 

from HQ about the daily mission to follow the sun 

throughout the day. Such was not the case with 

our special event in White Rock!  

I’m really glad we decided to go back to White 

Rock this year. We were-
    Continued on page 8 

Have you ever been part of a team of people 

working toward a common goal? Have you 

worked as a “well-oiled machine” to  

orchestrate something? Ever notice how satisfying 

a synchronized team can be? 
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A dip in the pool 
 

It's time to test our knowledge by taking a dip in the pool - the question pool, 

that is!  Let's go to a question from the Extra Class pool. E5D09 asks: What hap-

pens to reactive power in an AC circuit that has both ideal inductors and ideal 

capacitors?  Possible answers are: 

A. It is dissipated as heat in the circuit  

B. It is repeatedly exchanged between the associated magnetic and electric fields, but is not 

dissipated  

C. It is dissipated as kinetic energy in the circuit  

D. It is dissipated in the formation of inductive and capacitive fields 

This is one of those "look at the wording closely" kind of questions!  Actually, it is good to ALWAYS read 
multiple choice questions carefully. The way such questions are structured, they usually include key 
words that make only a single answer exactly correct, but also allow room for the incorrect distracters to 
seem plausible. Let's take this question apart and identify the key words, which are "reactive power", 
"AC", and "ideal". You know that in an alternating current circuit containing inductors and capacitors that 
there will be reactive power. You will recall from your studies that both capacitors and inductors have 
their own "brand" of reactance, which is sort of like resistance, but for alternating current. In real-life cir-
cuits, power is always lost, or dissipated, because of resistance in components or other inefficiencies in 
the circuit.  This is where the key word "ideal" should ring alarm bells for you!  That word indicates that 
we are speaking about a theoretical concept, something that exists in a "perfect" world, not the one in 
which we really live.  That leads me to cross answer A off the list because power lost as heat is a prod-
uct of non-ideal real-world circuits. In fact, look at all the possible answers here. Three of them say that 
the power is "dissipated", while only one, answer B, says that it is "not dissipated".  Given that the key 
word "ideal" probably means that power will not be lost at all, we choose answer B, "It is repeatedly ex-
changed between the associated magnetic and electric fields, but is not dissipated", which is correct.  It 
generated some discussion about wording and whether this was even a well-written pool question when 
I presented it in the Handiham World!  DE WAØTDA 

FREE General License Class continues - Join us - It’s not too late! 
 
Technician level hams looking to expand their HF operating capability are invited to join us for five re-
maining instructor-led sessions. The classes are designed to 
help attendees successfully pass the General exam. Ac-
cording to Bob Jensen (WØGAF), SARA’s Education and 
Training Director, “Our instructors are well-versed and enjoy 
teaching Amateur Radio. I’ve heard it said we can almost 
guarantee those who attend our sessions and read/study a 
bit on their own, will pass the exam! I guess we can’t make it 
much easier than that.”  
 
Join us Thursday evenings at the Stillwater Public Library 
from 6:00 to 8:00 pm. Although we encourage attendees to come to all class sessions, a combination of 
class room and self-study has been successful for many. An ARRL sponsored VE testing session will 
be held a week following the final class session. Our thanks go out to those SARA members who volun-
teer their time each year to educate, test, and grow the local ham community! 
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Two stations were located in White Rock, 

South Dakota, about one mile from the South 

Dakota, North Dakota and Minnesota junc-

tion. Another station was situated at the tri-

state marker (counties of Roberts, SD, Rich-

land, ND and Traverse, MN) at Grid Square 

EN15.  

 

Station 1 was located in White Rock under a 

large (~65’ high) cottonwood tree. The tree 

served as the center support for a 185’ long, 

center-fed Zepp (aka OXB SpecialTM) anten-

na oriented north and south. As usual (and expected!) the multi-band antenna performed very well on 

160m thru 10m. Power was proved by a 1KW gasoline generator to a Yaesu® FT-450D HF transceiver via a 

QJE® power supply. A MFJ® 989 manual antenna tuner connected the antenna to the transceiver. (Note: 

The QJE switching power supply was really small and durable!) 

 

Station 2 was at the tri-state boundary marker, between 

two farm fields. Without trees, a 30’ high, aluminum mili-

tary mast was used as the center support for a 160’ long, 

center-fed Zepp (aka OXB SpecialTM) antenna oriented 

east and west. The multi-band antenna, connected to a 

MFJ-962D manual antenna tuner, performed quite well 

on 80m thru 10m. An AGM battery supplied power to a 

FT-450 HF transceiver. 

 

Station 3 was ~2 blocks down Main Street from Station 1. 

Gerry (KØGPX), from Casselton, ND, brought his self-

contained travel trailer and operated his Icom® IC-7000 

HF transceiver into a G5RV. The antenna was supported 

by a portable mast ~20’ high. Power was provided by a 

1KW gasoline generator. 

 

Bob (WØGAF) operated in his car near Station 3 after Gerry had to leave early for home. Bob ran PSK with 

an FT-857D and LDG® auto-tuner connected to a 160’ center-fed Zepp antenna (~50’ high in the center 

and running east to west). A day later, Dave (WØOXB) operated from the same spot with his Icom IC-7200 

and LDG IT-100 automatic antenna tuner. According to Dave, “The 15m band was hot as a pistol into Eu-

rope!”   

 

Stations communicated with each other by VHF handhelds operating on simplex. Bands/frequencies 

where special event stations were operating was relayed to Jim Feesl (AAØUP) via text messaging. Jim 

volunteered from his Maplewood QTH to forward info to interested SARA members via the SARA 2m re-

peater and e-mail. (Many TNX to Jimbo for volunteering his FB services!) 

 

Stations logged contacts using SARA laptops using AC Log logging program. At battery stations, inverters 

were used to convert 12VDC to 120VAC. 

 

SARA is grateful to Radio City, our local “Candy Store”, for co-sponsoring the 

event and providing the SARA crew with some FB equipment. Visit their web 

site to see more photos: http://www.radioinc.com/                                             

Radio City is celebrating 30 years in business on Saturday, Nov. 10.                                                

Results Summary: 

A total of ~450 contacts were made; most on 20m SSB. Depending on the time 

of day, 40m and 80m proved to also be good performers. Gerry made CW 

  White Rock,  continued from page 1 

http://www.radioinc.com/
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contacts Friday evening and 

Bob operated PSK for a few 

hours Saturday. 

Background: 

Once a small but thriving 

town, White Rock now has a 

population of only two resi-

dents. Rudy Rodriguez, the 

town’s mayor and former 

ham, was on hand throughout 

the event. This year marks the 

fourth time our club has oper-

ated from this location; previ-

ous events were held in 1999, 

2000 and 2002. 

 

White Rock, SD is strategically located ~10 miles east of Hankinson, ND and ~10 miles northwest of 

Wheaton, MN. A marker in the middle 

of farm fields is at the tri-state borders 

of South Dakota, North Dakota and 

Minnesota.  

Established in 1884, this frontier commu-

nity was located in the heart of a fertile 

grain growing area. In its  

heyday, downtown White Rock consist-

ed of seven grain elevators, three ho-

tels four saloons, two banks and a rail-

road depot. It  had a large department 

store, several mercantile stores, two 

lumberyards, two drug stores, two 

churches and a twelve grade school 

system. Population once topped 600. 
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The above list of esteemed past recipients 
demonstrates the high regard that most of us 
place upon this international award. There have 
been instances where the award has been made 
at a Regular SARA Monthly Meeting, and that 
may happen at the October 13

th
 meeting. If it is 

awarded at the upcoming meeting, you will want 
to be there to personally view the workmanship of 
this fine award. Who knows, you may even be the 
next recipient!     

 

73, 

Shel NØDRX    

WØOXB Release To Listen 
Award 

It is once again nearing the time when we antici-
pate the prestigious WØOXB RTL Award may be 
finding a new home. This is a traveling award that 
is intended to be presented to a new recipient 
within a year of receiving it. In most instances it 
has exchanged hands between Field Day in 
June, or early November at what has become our 
annual Special Event at Split Rock Lighthouse. 
While there are several rules and guidelines re-
garding the RTL Award, I shall not go into that at 
this time. In most cases, the recipient has been 
caught by surprise at being chosen, and in some 
cases had no idea what they may have done for 
such prestigious recognition.  
 

Past RTL Recipients & Year Recognized: 

 

WØOXB  2003 

N9UXD  2004 

WB9OKQ  2005 

NØSBU  2006 

WØJH repeater  2007 

KBØRGS  Nov 10, 2007 

WØOXB  Dec 13, 2008 

WØMMW  June 28, 2009 

VE3XT  Nov 6, 2010 

NØDXH  Nov 6, 2011 

 
As you can see, this  
newsletter is made up of  
member submissions, so get 
the lead out and send us your 
articles, photos, stories, 
thoughts... 

VE Session Set 
 

Our next VE Session is scheduled to coincide 

with conclusion of the current SARA General 

Class and will be at Boutwells Landing on 

November 15th. The VE Team has been se-

lected and intend to be set up for registra-

tion of examinees around 5:30pm, with ex-

ams scheduled to begin at 6pm. While the 

current SARA class is quite small, the exam 

session is open to anyone wishing to take a 

ham exam and we are hoping for exami-

nees that are not in the class as well. Exams 

for all license classes will be available. 

 

For further information, contact: 

Shel NØDRX 

Phone: 651-439-1272 

Email: n0drx@hotmail.com   

Dave, WØOXB, presents the  2011 RTL award to Mary, 

NØDXH.  Who will win the honors this year?  
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 Thursday evenings: Eyeball 
QSO & General Class course  

 October 13: SARA meeting 
 November 2-4: Remembering 

the Edmund Fitzgerald Special 
Event @ Split Rock Lighthouse  

 November 10: SARA meeting 
 November 15:  VE session 

    OXB, continued from page 3 

Do You Need SARA Wearables? 
 
Stan Leeson (AEØSL) 
will be taking orders for 
Club wearables at the 
upcoming General 
meeting on October 13.   
 
We anticipate sending 
in the order shortly after 
the General meeting.  
So, if you would like a 
hat, shirt, jacket, or 
sweater, see Stan and 
get your order in. 

SARA Needs YOU! 

Get involved ... 

Make a difference ... 

Have  fun! 

n’t large in numbers but I think we worked well to 

get things done. We have an open invitation from 

Mayor Rudy to return whenever we wish. 

Bravo TEAM SARA – FB!! 

73 es CUL, 

Dave (WØOXB) 

October OXBism: “Any special event worth doing 

is worth doing together as a team!” 

Disclaimer 

The information contained in this column is subjec-

tive. It is for entertainment and educational pur-

poses only and not warrantied for content, accu-

racy, or any other implied or explicit purpose; it 

may not apply to your situation. The author, pub-

lisher and distributor provide no warranty regard-

ing the content or accuracy of this material. Nei-

ther the author nor publisher shall be liable for any 

stress, anxiety or misuse that may result. 

 

© 2012 WØOXB. All rights reserved. A single copy 

of this material may be reprinted for noncommer-

cial, personal use only.  

“OXB,” “OXBism,” “OXB Special,” “Counterpoise” 

and the “Counterpoise” logo are trademarks of 

WØOXB.  
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“Remembering the Edmund Fitzgerald" Split Rock Lighthouse Spe-

cial Event 

SARA’s other “rock-type” special event is coming soon! About 20 members of the club 

will be operating as WØJH Special Event Station on November 2, 3 and 4. This event 

marks the 37th anniversary of sinking of the iron ore carrier the Edmund Fitzgerald.  

  

According to SARA’s Activities & Events chair, Dave Glas (WØOXB), “This is the eighth 

year we’ve participated in this special event from the shores of Gitche Gumee. It’s al-

ways been lots of fun for our operators and for thousands of hams around the world. 

Make contact with us on the air or, if you can, swing by for an Eye Ball QSO – the cof-

fee pot will be on! And, don’t forget to request an electronic QSL certificate.”  

 

There are already 18 members signed up to attend, and there’s word an XYL (code 

name: “C/C”) will only attend if she can assist with Saturday’s food preparation! As in 

past years, our Thunder Bay attendees are planning to transport those QRO delights 

across the border. As an added treat the 2012 recipient of the WØOXB Release to Lis-

ten Award, Mary (NØDXH), will pass the award to the next deserving operator.  

 

Don’t wait if you’d like to attend; contact Dave ASAP. 


