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WØJH 

Announcements 

 

 

SARA Nets & Roundtables 

HF Phone Roundtable Daily except 

Tuesday & Thursday @ 20:00 Local on 

1.903 MHz± with alternate 1.955 MHz. 

SARA Repeater Weekly Net Wednesday 

21:00 Local WØJH Repeater  

147.060 MHz +    114.8 Hz tone 

Handiham  Nets 

VHF/UHF Daily 11:00 Local on the NØBVE 

Repeater 145.450- & 444.65- ( 114.8), 

Echolink HANDIHAM Node 494492.   

IRLP Node 9008 & WIRES #1427.   

NCS varies.  Sunday session is trivia net. 

HF CW Friday 08:00 CST, 7.112 MHz 

informal slow speed CW Net.  

W8IRT NCS.  Email: w8irt@aol.com  

New! Tech Net at 19:00 Central Time 

Thursdays, same nodes/frequencies as 

above.  

  

Monthly Meeting  
Saturday 9-08-2012 
Boutwells Landing  
Auditorium A 

• Pre-meeting Breakfast &  
Coffee  -  7:30 at Joseph’s 
Restaurant.   

• Meeting - 9:00am 

• Program: Digital Modes: 
Getting Started presented 
by Joe Heitzinger 
KCØOIO 

• Raffle Prizes Galore! 

S.A.R.A. is a proud affiliate of the Courage Center Handiham System 

 

September 
2012 

WØJH White Rock South Dakota  
Tri-State Special Event 
September 14, 15 & 16, 2012 
 
Members from the Stillwater Amateur Radio Association will set up 
and operate portable stations from northeast South Dakota. Oper-
ating from White Rock, South Dakota; two stations will be located 
one mile from the South Dakota, North Dakota and Minnesota 
junction. Another station will be situated at the tri-state marker 
(counties of Roberts, SD, 
Richland, ND and Trav-
erse, MN) at Grid Square 
EN15. 

Operating from tents with 
generator and battery 
power, this marks the 
fourth time SARA has op-
erated from this location. 
Previous events were held 
in 1999, 2000 and 2002. 
 

Operating Schedule, Frequencies & Modes 
Schedule: 
:: Friday, 9/14: ~3:00 – 7:00 pm Central Time                            
                        (~2000 – 2400 UTC) 
:: Saturday, 9/15: 10:00 am – 7:00 pm Central Time  
                             (1500 – 2400 UTC)  
:: Sunday, 9/16: 10:00 am – 7:00 pm Central Time 
                           (1500 – 2400 UTC) 
 
Frequencies:  
3.860, 7.260, 14.260, 21.360 MHz (Tune +/– 10 KHz) 
 
Modes: 
SSB is the primary mode (CW, PSK31 etc. may also be used) 
 

SARA 2002 crew 

Continued on page 5 
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LETTER FROM THE PREZ  -  SEPTEMBER  2012 
 

This past spring and summer have been productive seasons for the Members’ 
Assistance Program (MAP).  N9EZC, KDØLPY, AAØUP, WØTBC, AGØH, 
KØKJS, WØWVO and others have been helped when needed.  Dave, WØOXB, 
has been involved in most of the projects with help from various SARA mem-
bers.  Dave even took time to drive to southern Minnesota where a planning 
session was held to figure out the best way to install an antenna.  Thanks to 
Dave and all of the volunteers who help to keep this valuable program going.     
 
Fall is right around the corner with it’s cooler temps.  Bring it on!  I hope you’ve had the time to get 
those outside antenna projects done.  I’ve got several more last minute ‘tweaks’ to make to get my an-
tenna system ready for winter.   The bands are improving with the sunspot cycle and ‘round-the-clock’ 
10 meter openings might be a reality within the next year!  The last time I experienced that was in 1980 
and it was phenomenal.  You could work around the world almost 18-20 hours/day with 10 watts! 
 
This will be my last year as your President.  The Club is now back in the ‘black’ and has the resources 
to continue on thanks to many of you who stepped up to help make it so.  Elections will be held in 
January and I would encourage you to consider running for one of the elective officer positions.  I 
learned a great deal and have enjoyed working with all of the members to help make our Club thrive.  
Within the next two months, we will be forming a nominating committee and I hope that you will be one 
of the fortunate ones to say ‘yes’ in answer to being asked to run for a position.  Please give it some 
serious thought.  Your Club needs you and your ideas!   
 
The plans are already in motion to bring you a great program on Saturday, September 8.  Mark your 
calendar and remember to join us at our monthly meeting at Boutwells Landing.  Joe Heitzinger will be 
presenting a program on “Digital Modes: Getting Started”.   He’ll bring you up to ‘digital’ speed on the 
different types of equipment needed and the several free software packages that are available.  
 
A digital net is in the works and will start sometime this month.  Net times will be announced at the 
meeting coming up this Saturday.  We’ll have a number of good raffle prizes and we need you there to 
win them!  As usual, we’ll have our pre-meeting breakfast at Joseph’s Restaurant on Highway 36 at 
7:30 a.m.  Come join us for some great food and conversation prior to the meeting.  
 
73, 
Keith Miller 
SARA President 

Continued on page 8 

September 8 Monthly Meeting Program 
Digital Modes: Getting Started - Joe Heitzinger (KCØOIO) 
 
Digital modes and Amateur Radio have gone together back to the very beginning with CW and have 
been evolving ever since. RTTY became popular in the 50s and 60s as surplus teletype machines be-
came widely available. Personal computers opened a whole new world of possibilities for operating in 
digital modes, and amateur radio operators have developed and embraced a multitude of sound card 
digital modes such as PSK, MT63, Olivia and many more. 
 
Our September program will look at digital modes today and how you can begin to enjoy and explore 
the possibilities they present. Joe promises to touch upon the variety of hardware and software options 
as well as introduce the various digital modes commonly used today. 
 
Rigs, sound card interfaces, multi-mode software and modes (PSK, Contestia, Thor, Hellschrieber…). 
Today’s digital modes open a whole new world of operating opportunities!  
Be sure to see and hear this informative program! 
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Summer is unofficially over – already. After La-
bor Day, it seems most folks shift into a different 
mode. Kids go back to school and the “working 
stiffs” are finished with their vacations. (At the 
high cost of gas, I’m betting most didn’t do a lot 
of driving on their vacations.) It seems that 
camping trailer, RVs and such are put away and 
golfers are taking their clubs to the basement 
and garage until next spring. People with pools 
are getting them ready to close cuz it’s getting 
too chilly to swim. Well, maybe not for husky 
guys like Jim (KIØB) who swims in 55 degree 
Lake Gitche Gumee off Madeline Island. IMHO: 
Who wants to swim when the water temp is less 
than 80 degrees?! 
 
I’m glad some of us were able to help fellow 
SARA members with ham-related projects. 
We’ve got some new center-fed Zepp antennas 
erected; and a few repositioned. (Yes, these 
were indeed OXB Special™ antennas to be pre-
cise.) I want to thank the guys who came along 
to help. The job goes much easier when there 
are 3 or 4 to help. (Heck, someone has gotta 
untangle the wire and rope!) 
 
And, one member with a new mini-type van now 
has a mobile rig installed. (Question: If the thing 
holds 9 passengers should it be called a mini-
van?) Boy, they sure don’t have any room to 
spare in the engine compartment! A guy has 
gotta be darn creative at finding a way to get 
power (direct from the battery) into vehicle. Take 
a look at what turned out to a FB (newbies note: 
FB is an abbreviation for Fine Business) installa-
tion on a Sienna™ van. You can talk with John 
(N5JLZ) for a complete explanation. 
 
It was sad to go thru the gear at Marv’s (WØMGI 
SK) QTH a few weeks ago. Like so many of us, 
Marv collected a lot of things over the years. 
After a session like that, I better appreciate what 
my lovely XYL tells me about my “ham hoarding” 
activities! I think of it more as a fine collection of 
stuff – it’s there, somewhere, to serve as spare 
parts for things I either no longer have or things 

I’ve not yet procured. The BIG question/issue: 
Can I locate the items when/if I ever need to?! 
 
I’ve been busy around the house. My parents 
and sister are coming to visit in a few weeks. 
Hmmm, I better move that radio stuff out of the 
spare room or my sister won’t have a place to 
sleep. It’s gonna be a big adjustment for my folks 
who live in the Pacific Northwest (Washington 
State). They’re leaving daily high temps in the 
60s and lows at night in the 40s. If it’s in the 70s 
here, I’ll be running the air conditioner. As some 
of you know, I’ve had several run-ins with squir-
rels. It all started a few weeks ago when I planted 
some grass seed in some little bare spots in the 
yard. For whatever reason, it seems the only 
place for squirrels to bury their food is in my 
freshly planted grass seed! Out of 3 darn acres, 
wouldn’t you think they could find someplace 
else? This is a long, long (shaggy squirrel?) story 
and I’m not going further with it here. 
 
I’ve been focused the last few days on getting 
things ready for SARA’s special event at Split 
White Rock, South Dakota. To be more accurate, 
we’ll be at White Rock and also at the EXACT 
point where Minnesota touches South Dakota 
and North Dakota. It’s a rare Tri-State border lo-
cation. You’ll see details about the event and 
photos from the last time we were there. I know 
most of you can’t attend but do try to make con-
nection with us while we’re there. I suggest you 
try 80m in the morning/early evening and 40m in 
the late morning/early afternoon. Jim (AAØUP) 
has volunteered to be our Twin Cities Frequency 
Coordinator (TCFC) and will keep tabs on where 
we are operating. Jim will dutifully monitor the 
SARA VHF repeater to advise and instruct those 
wishing make contact with us. Jim will be permit-
ted a finite number of “administrative turns” to 
accomplish this. 
IMPORTANT Unpublished Sked: 160m (~1.903 
MHz) ~7:00 pm Central Time; Sept. 14, 15 & 16. 
 
I’m told by reliable sources (aka Club Officers) 
there will be a presentation at SARA’s October 
13 Monthly Meeting detailing the activities of this 
special event. Our operators will give first-hand 
accounts, show photos and chronicle the event.   
I guarantee you won’t want to miss this! 
 
 
 
 

    Continued on page 7 
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ADA Step-Out "Walk-A-Thon" Ham Support Needed 
 
SARA is looking for operators to staff some positions along the ADA fundraising route in 
Stillwater during the morning of October 6 (Saturday) from ~8:00 until around noon. 
 
We need a minimum of 7 operators with VHF HTs and/or mobile rigs programmed to the 
Stillwater Repeater (147.060 positive offset, 114.8 Hz tone) to staff 6 route stops and the 
Start/Finish.  

 
If you can help me, even for just a few hours, I would appreciate it.  

     If you have a friend who’d like to assist, let me know. This is a very 
easy event with minimal involvement. It’s an excellent way to be-
come familiar with supporting community service organizations and 
public safety agencies; while you hone your radio communications      

 operating skills. And, it’s fun!    
         73, 
 George Madline, KCØWOA 

(george.madline <at symbol> radioham.org)  

BACK to School! 
FREE General License Class Starts Thursday, September 20 
 
SARA will once again conduct a fall General Class licensing 
course beginning September 20. Technician level hams 
looking to expand their HF operating capability are invited to 
join us for eight instructor-led sessions. The classes are de-
signed to help attendees successfully pass the General 
exam. According to Bob Jensen (WØGAF), SARA’s Educa-
tion and Training Director, “Our instructors are well-versed 
and enjoy teaching Amateur Radio. I’ve heard it said we can 
almost guarantee those who attend our sessions and read/
study a bit on their own, will pass the exam! I guess we can’t 
make it much easier than that.”  
 
Classes will be held Thursday evenings at the Stillwater Public Library from 6:00 to 8:00 pm. Although 
we encourage attendees to come to all class sessions, a combination of class room and self-study has 
been successful for many. An ARRL sponsored VE testing session will be held a week following the 
final class session. Our thanks go out to those SARA members who volunteer their time each year to 
educate, test, and grow the local ham community! 

Sale of WØMGI SK Equipment 
 
The sale of Marv Mahre’s gear has gone reasonably well. The lucky buyers were Scott KCØQVO, 
Henry KØHAS, Bob WØGAF, Jim AAØUP, George KØGCP and Cory KDØOOZ. All of the proceeds 
will be forwarded to Carol Mahre, wife of Marv. We thought we had the Heathkit SB-221 amp, Johnson 
Kilowatt Matchbox and the Mosley 5-band beam antenna sold but the sale fell through. So we still have 
those items for sale. I did get an e-mail from an interested member for the linear so we’ll see if he’s still 
interested. I plan on giving Carol her money for the items that have been sold on Saturday or Sunday 
after the Monthly Meeting. I’m sure she’ll be quite happy and I know that Marv would be pleased that 
you bought his gear. 
73, 
Keith Miller, AGØH 
SARA President 
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WØJH QSL Info 
QSL certificates will ONLY be sent via e-mail: 
Stations requesting 8.5” x 11” certificate should visit SARA web site: www.radioham.org.  
(Listing in September issue of QST and ARRL web site) 
 
Send required (standard) QSL info:  
Station Callsign, Date, Time (UTC), Band/Frequency, Mode, Report (RST) 
 
Send only via e-mail to: w0jh@arrl.net. 
 

SARA Participants 
Mayor Rudy Rodriguez   Dave Glas (WØOXB) 
Shel Mann (NØDRX)  Mary Mann (NØDXH) 
Bob Jensen (WØGAF)  Mike Reynolds (KØKJS) 
Gerry Parker (KØGPX)  Butch Prust (WAØCMC)  
 

Sponsorship 
Amateur Radio supplier Radio City, Inc. is co-sponsoring this event with SARA. Major radio equipment 
(Yaesu® brand HF and VHF transceivers, MFJ® brand antenna tuners and QJE® brand power sup-
plies) will be provided gratis. The special event will be promoted in Radio City newsletter advertising, at 
their Mounds View, MN store and on the Radio City web site: www.radioinc.com. 
 

 
 

Celebrating  
30 years in business... 
... and proud sponsor  
for this event! 
 
 
 

 

Photos from 2002  
WØJH White Rock South Dakota  
Tri-State Special Event 

 
 

    Continued from page 1 
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Reflections   
 
As we begin SARA Regular 
Monthly Meetings this month for 
the 2012-13 season, I would like 
all of our members to look into a 
mirror and ask yourself, “where 
and what can you do to get involved and help the 
club and yourself”. The club is what it is because 
of what we as members make it. For all of us to 
continue to enjoy the various aspects of being 
part of SARA that we find worthy, members need 
to get involved for SARA to exist and continue to 
prosper. 
 
While there may be a single activity that initially 
attracted each individual to SARA, I have been a 
member since the club began and have found the 
diversity of the club to have been a major attrac-
tion. Has been a great way to get exposed to 
many aspects involving ham radio that I would 
never have learned anything about, were it not for 
being a member of SARA. 
 
Please get involved wherever your interests may 
be as well as areas that you might not feel com-
pletely comfortable. There are experienced peo-
ple who will assist you if/when needed. For start-
ers, attend the Monthly Meetings, consider run-
ning for one of the elected offices in the upcoming 
election, join or at least work the group that will 
be running the White Rock and Split Rock Special 
Events, get involved with the Education and VE 
Teams. Let the club officers hear from you with 
any suggestions or concerns. 
 
73, 
Shel, NØDRX 
SARA Trustee & Treasurer 

 

 

 

Thank you to all of our volunteers 
who have help SARA during spe-
cial events, serve as club officers, 
present programs, work on projects 
like the constitution and nonprofit 
status, maintain and host our re-
peater, manage the website, edit 
the newsletter, and help in so many 
ways.  

We couldn’t do it without you! 

Do You Need SARA Wearables? 
 
Stan Leeson (AEØSL) will 
be taking orders for Club 
wearables at the upcom-
ing General meeting on 
September 8.   
 
We anticipate on sending 
in the order shortly after 
the October General 
meeting.  So, if you would 
like a hat, shirt, jacket, or 
sweater, see Stan and get 
your order in. 

 
As you can see, this  
newsletter is made up of  
member submissions, so get 
the lead out and send us your 
articles, photos, stories, 
thoughts... 

 

This Space 

Intentionally Reserved  

for 

Important  

SARA Information! 
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Sept. 8:  
Regular SARA Meeting 
 

Sept. 14, 15 & 16: 
White Rock Tri-State Special Event 
 

Oct. 2:  
Deadline for SIGNALS articles 
 

Oct. 6: 
ADA Walk-A-Thon (Stillwater) 

    OXB, continued from page 3  Routing Power in N5JLZ/mobile 

 
Install a 30A fuse close 
to each battery terminal 
(both wires!) 
 

  
 Run #12 or #10        
 wires thru grommet   
 in firewall; run under 
 door threshold 

SARA Needs 

YOU! 
Get involved ... 

Make a difference ... 

Have  fun! 

 
 
In closing: 
As school returns, did you know SARA is starting 
up General License Class instruction sessions in 
a few weeks?! If you’re already a Technician 
Class operator, this is an easy, simple, low-cost 
(free!) way to learn all you need to know to pass 
the General exam! (Do you have any relatives or 
friends who may be interested?) 
 
Speaking of school, be careful and don’t be in a 
big hurry around school buses. Like the saying 
for highway construction goes “give ‘em a brake!” 
 
73 es CUL, 

Dave, WØOXB 

 
OXBism: Is it better to know all you understand or 
understand all you know?! 
 
Disclaimer 
The information contained in this column is subjective. It is for enter-
tainment and educational purposes only and not warrantied for con-
tent, accuracy, or any other implied or explicit purpose; it may not 
apply to your situation. The author, publisher and distributor provide no 
warranty regarding the content or accuracy of this material. Neither the 
author nor publisher shall be liable for any stress, anxiety or misuse 
that may result. 
 
© 2012 WØOXB. All rights reserved. A single copy of this material may 
be reprinted for noncommercial, personal use only. “OXB,” “OXBism,” 
“OXB Special,” “Counterpoise” and the “Counterpoise” logo are    
trademarks of WØOXB. 
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September 8 Monthly Meeting Program 
Digital Modes: Getting Started - Joe Heitzinger (KCØOIO) 
 
:: Learn all you want to know about digital operation.  
:: See how to hook up and use this equipment … and MORE! 

 
 
 
As easy as 1, 2, 3! 
 
 

 
 

 

  Sept. 8 Program, continued from page 2 


