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SARA Nets & Roundtables 

HF Phone Roundtable Daily except 

Tuesday & Thursday @ 20:00 Local on 

1.902 MHz± with alternate 1.955 MHz. 

SARA Repeater Weekly Net Wednesday 

9:00 PM Local WØJH Repeater 147.060 

+114.8, Echolink WØJH-R Node 306408 

HF CW Tuesday 19:30 Local 28105 KHz 

RVSSN Slow Speed CW.  

 

Handiham  Nets 

VHF/UHF Daily except Sunday 11:00 

Local on the NØBVE Repeater 145.450-  

& 444.65- ( 114.8), Echolink HANDIHAM 

Node 494492.  Also: IRLP Node 9008 & 

WIRES #1427.  NCS varies.  

HF CW Friday 08:00 CST, 7.112 MHz 

informal slow speed CW Net.  

W8IRT NCS. 

  

S.A.R.A. Field Day 2011—Did you miss it? 
 

Monthly Meeting  
Saturday Sept 10th 

Boutwells Landing Town Hall 
located at 5600 Norwich 

Parkway in Oak Park 
Heights.  

The program will be 
‗Microwaves Aren‘t Just For 
Cooking‘ presented by Donn 

Baker WA2VOI. 

See Donn’s Bio on page 7. 
Pre-meeting Breakfast & Coffee  

7:30 at Joseph’s Restaurant!  

S.A.R.A. is a proud affiliate of the Courage Center Handiham System 

If YOU didn‘t make it to Field Day 2011, YOU missed out on a fun 
weekend.  Besides good friends, good food, and good ham radio, 
there was even a class on building an antenna! Better dig out your 
2012 calendar RIGHT NOW and mark the 4th weekend in June.  

SARA Fox Hunt Challenge—Sept 17th 

The 2011 SARA Fox Hunt Challenge was rescheduled for Saturday 

Sept. 17, 2011.  Here‘s your second chance to get involved and have 

some fun tracking down the little critter! The fun begins at 9:00 am on 

the 17th at Benson Park just behind Courage St. Croix (map available 

on the SARA web page).  There will be coffee and donuts to get your 

energy level up to the challenge and the hunt will begin at 9:30 sharp! 

Check out the SARA web site for more information including the 

―official‖ rules. 

I think these guys have had too much coffee! It was coffee, right? 
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LETTER FROM THE PREZ – 

September 2011 
 

   Where has the time gone?  I‘m writing this in 

August but it will be September when you read 

this.  I can remember when my folks used to talk 

about the excessive heat ―in the summer of‖  

and how terrible it was.  I think we have all been 

given an example of that year when we look 

back on our summer.  We had one great thing 

going that they didn‘t:  air conditioning. 

   A fun time and learning experience by all was 

had at the June SARA ‗un-official‘ monthly 

meeting: the ‗Mobile Show & Tell‘.  Dave, 

WØOXB presented a fine program on mobile 

communications  at the Courage Center and we 

had a good turnout. The weather cooperated 

and all who came with questions left with an-

swers and a good feeling that there are many 

people in the Club who will take the time to help 

you with your amateur radio questions when you 

need it. 

   We‘ve had great programs in the past for our 

monthly meetings.  This Fall will carry on that 

tradition as September‘s program will be given 

by Donn Baker WA2VOI. 

   A little background is in order:  I attended a St. 

Paul Radio Club program 5 or so years ago in 

which two instructors put on a great program 

regarding 10 GHZ and Up communications.  

Their PowerPoint presentation and their pro-

gram props were only outdone by their enthusi-

asm for their subject.   I left that meeting know-

ing that someday, (when I had the time---?), I 

wanted to look into this mode of communication.  

Their presentation left many who attended with 

the feeling that there was a lot of fun and learn-

ing to be had and I wanted some of that. I 

thought it would be good if I could locate those 

two hams who gave that presentation.  I con-

tacted Jonathon Platt WØZQ who is the Presi-

dent of the Northern Lights Society and asked 

him if he knew of someone who might be will-

ing to present a program to our Club on UHF & 

Up communications.  I described the program I 

had seen at the St. Paul Radio Club.  He gave 

me Donn‘s name and email address and told 

me that Donn might very well be interested in 

giving us a program.  When Donn responded to 

my email, he stated that he and Bob Wesslund  

WØAUS(SK) were the two instructors who pre-

sented the program that I had seen.  He added 

that he would be happy to present the program 

to SARA at our meeting in September . 

   So, please be sure and mark September 10
th
 

on the calendar and plan on being at Boutwells 

Landing for an informative and entertaining 

program on ‗Microwaves Aren‘t Just For Cook-

ing‘.  We‘ll have a ‗short‘ business meeting 

starting at 9 a.m. and then move on to the 

‗good‘ stuff!  The meeting will be held in the 

‗Town Hall‘ which is located at 5600 Norwich 

Parkway in Oak Park Heights.  Good conversa-

tion, an opportunity  to learn something, a fif-

teen minute ‗mystery‘ video presented by Ron 

Harshbarger K3PID, and a chance to win great 

raffle prizes will be had by all who attend.  I 

hope to see you there! 

73, 

Keith Miller – AGØH 
SARA President 

As you can see, this  

newsletter is made up of 

member submissions, so 

get the lead out and start 

submitting – 

What is it?   

Send your guess 

to Pat, WAØTDA. 

wa0tda@arrl.net 
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   I know we need laws. BUT sometimes the Laws 
of Murphy are not only hard to understand – they‘re 
downright frustrating. I‘m talking about goofy  
occurrences you and I experience most every day. 
Does anything come to mind? 

   In my case, it was just a few days ago when I was 
up on my 8‘ ladder, using a multi-tip screwdriver. 
It‘s kinda a long story about why I‘m building some 
QRO baluns so I won‘t go into that. You could ask 
Dick (WØDIK) or Swen (N9EZC) but that may be a 
longer story. Suffice it to say, I was using the 
screwdriver to replace a W9INN/MFJ-912 balun 
with an experimental one when the dog-gone mag-
netic tip drops ~6‘ to the ground. (If that magnetic 
tip had been doin what it was supposed to do – 
stickin‘ to the screwdriver stem – I‘d not be tellin‘ 
you ‗bout this.) Well, instead of dropping to the 
ground, it actually fell on the landscaping ―river 
rock‖ the XYL has had me put all-round our QTH. 
Have you ever crawled around on your hands and 
knees looking for something small, that obviously 
fell where you‘d almost never find it?! Besides, 
those rocks are sharp and hurt your knees.  

I‘ve heard there are corollaries to Murphy‘s Law 
and one has specifically to do with gravity or (would 
that be Specific Gravity?). I think it goes like this; ―If 
you drop something ... 

... it will break.‖ 

... it will make a big, permanent mess.‖ 

... it will break something precious.‖ 

... it will situate itself so you can‘t retrieve it.‖ 

and  
 
... it will situate itself so you can‘t find it.‖ 

   I really don‘t have much more to say about  

Murphy‘s Laws or Specific Gravity right now – but I 
plan to share other examples of how most of us are 
affected by these goofy, unkind laws. If YOU have 
any examples or stories to share; please forward 

them to me. (Your identity will be kept anonymous as 
best I can.) 

But, while I‘m on the subject of laws, did you know it‘s 
a state law you must have your car‘s HEADlights on 
when it‘s raining? (I‘m pretty sure it‘s a law to have 
‗em on while it‘s dark too; but I hope you already 
knew that!) Here‘s an easy way to remember this; 
turn on your HEADlights when you turn on your  
wipers. 

I can‘t tell you how many folks (especially those from 
our neighboring state to the east!) don‘t know about 
this. Don‘t they have to follow our laws when driving 
here? Whatever happened to ―When in Rome, do as 
the Romans do?‖ I don‘t think any of you are  
confused about this – but wouldn‘t you think that 
parking lights, fog lights and marker lights would NOT 
qualify as HEADlights?! Besides having much  
improved visibility from the front of your vehicle, your 
taillights are also turned on when your HEADlights 
are on. 

Please pay close attention if your car is ~5 years old 
or newer. In case you don‘t know; when those  
parking, fog and marker lights are on (and your 
HEADlights are off), your taillights are NOT on! So my 
warning here today, if you want to be legal and be 
seen both front and back – please turn on your 
HEADlights! 

Don‘t be frugal and worried about using battery  
energy to light your HEADlights. As-long-as your  
engine is running and your alternator is alternating – 
your 12 VDC supply should be more than adequate. 
(Heck, some don‘t worry about running a 100W HF 
mobile rig with a 500W amp!) 

Take care and I‘ll keep the lights on for you ... and for 
safety. 

73 es CUL, 

Dave (WØOXB) 

 © 2011 WØOXB. All rights reserved. A single copy of this material may be reprinted for  
noncommercial, personal use only. ―OXB,‖ ―OXBism,‖ ―OXB Special,‖ ―Counterpoise‖ and the 
―Counterpoise‖ logo are trademarks of WØOXB.  



4 

On our website 

www.radioham.org 

Our full-service website is a resource for cur-

rent information, last-minute changes in 

meeting times and events, web-only stories, 

and archived news.  

Review the May 2011 

meeting minutes and 

reports.  

 

 

Access archived news-

letters using the menu in 

the left sidebar.  
Monthly OXBism:   

―If you‘ve tried something and failed; that‘s OK. 

Next time get a good Elmer. Then, if you don‘t 

succeed, at least you‘ll have someone to 

blame it on!‖  

It‘s a bird! It‘s a plane! No It‘s an OXB Special! 

A little higher and to the right, it should load up. 

Now listen. If you guys put that halo up in the 

tree, I think we can work 6 meters! 

What are we gonna do today, Brain? Same 

thing we do every day Pinky, plan to take over 

the world! 
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Important: 

1.  The sooner you let Dave (WØOXB) know 
you're planning to participate, the better! 

2.  Opportunities where attendees can assist: 

 Operator Scheduling 

 Snacks & Beverages 

 Logistics & Equipment 

 Antenna Set-up (―OXB Special‖ antennas of 
course!) 

 Transceiver Set-up 

 Logging Computer Set-up 

 Digital Operation/Training (PSK31, SSTV, 
RTTY, FLDigi, etc.) 

 Housekeeping/Clean-up 

 Hospitality Suite 

 QSL Processing (all requests and fulfillment 
will only be made thru e-mail/Internet) 

 Miscellaneous 

   As in the past, the Mariner Motel (aka Bates 
Motel - North Shore!) in Silver Bay is SARA's 
Official After-hours Networking HQ. Manhattans, 
beer, wine (whines?) and whatever else you 
have will be tolerated/served as necessary! For 
reservations call the Mariner: 800-777-8452 or 
218-226-4488. 

   IF you‘re interested in attending; be sure to 
contact Dave (WØOXB) and let him know you‘d 
like to participate. There should be plenty of 
room/operating time for any SARA member who 
wants to attend (we‘re drawing the line at 25 
maximum). Bill (VE3XT), our "Thunder Bay 
Member", may invite one or two of his  
countrymen to join us – eh! 

“Remembering the Edmund Fitzgerald”  

Split Rock Lighthouse Special Event 

November 4, 5, & 6 

Plans are underway for WØJH at this year‘s big 
event! 

We have reservations for the same facility we've 
used the last several years (Split Rock  
Lighthouse State Park Trail Center) on the  
following days: 

 

Friday, Nov. 4 (half day, includes set-up;  
operating ~2:00 - 6:00PM) 

Saturday, Nov. 5 (all day; operating ~10AM - 
6:00PM) 

Sunday, Nov. 6 (all day, includes take-down; 
operating ~10AM - 6:00PM) 

 

(Only our schedules for Saturday and Sunday 
will be listed in QST, and CQ magazines.) 

This is the same weekend our friends at the 
Whitefish Point Lighthouse will be operating the 
special event stations N8F and K8F. 

 

New This Year: 
More digital mode operation (PSK31, SSTV, 
RTTY, FLDigi, etc.) is planned, including training 
sessions. Jeff (KCØMKS) and Michael 
(KDØKYA) are putting together the digital mode 
operation/training portion of this year‘s event. 
(There probably will not be an EchoLink node 
set up this year.) 

It‘s radio Pat, they can‘t see you! 
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Nobody ever uses that shower anyway. 

19 inches, three big marks, and 1 little mark. 

We‘ll hold this one down. You grab that one 

Rick! 

So! Tell me again, how does the water get from 

the hose to the pipe? 

Let’s Build a J-Pole 
   Some of the folks at Field Day ventured 

across the street to KØBR‘s garage to get a 

little ―hands-On‖ experience with J-Pole  

antennas.  I wonder how long before Rick‘s 

XYL tries to use the shower?  

Good Job, Rick. & Thanks for a great time! 

Get On The Air  

  One of the ―stations‖ at Field Day was desig-

nated as a GOTA station where unlicensed 

visitors could get a taste of ham radio with the 

guidance of a licensed operator.  This year we 

had some YLs from the University stop by and 

get some first hand on-air experience!   

The 2011 SARA Field Day GOTA station was 

in a tent actually in the field — seems  

appropriate, don‘t you think? 
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  Don’t Miss the September Meeting 

Program! 

Donn Baker (WA2VOI) – Talks about UHF/VHF 
& other microwaves plus Northern Lights Radio 
Society info.   

“Microwaves aren't just for Cooking”. 

   A quick look at some of the history of micro-
waves in Amateur Radio; the things that make 
microwaves different from HF or VHF in terms 
of propagation; the equipment used and things 
you can build yourself for microwaves; RF 
Safety for microwaves, and some of the opera-
tional methods used on amateur microwaves. 

Donn was first licensed in 1961, and has oper-
ated VHF/UHF and microwaves almost exclu-
sively.  His first HF contacts came in 1992 
when testing a 10m mobile radio for use as a 
VHF IF strip he had QSOs with two ZL1  
stations purely by accident.  His primary inter-
ests are in weak-signal VHF/UHF and micro-
wave activity and has been active as a Rover 
in VHF/UHF Contests. Today, most of his oper-
ation is as a portable or Rover station on the 
microwave bands 2.3GHz and up, with 10GHz 
being the most popular.  He is a retired com-
puter Systems Design Engineer. Many SARA 
members will remember Donn from Skywarn 
classes he‘s conducted for the club. 

Was that UUU or FAU? Nothing like contest 

CW to get your speed up, not to mention your 

accuracy! 

Who IS that kid? 

Where‘s the key? 

I think if you push down on this corner... 

Join Dave and the gang for the 160 meter roundtable.  

Nightly at 8:00 PM except Tuesday & Thursday 



The River Valley Slow Speed CW Net 

  WOW! Do you believe that it‘s September 

already? Where did the summer go? Wait, it 

didn‘t start until July, did it? 

   Well nonetheless, Fall is the perfect time to 

get back to real ham radio (my opinion, of 

course) and practice your skill at the original 

digital mode .. CW!  You might need to mow 

another time or two and the garden will still 

need to be winterized, but hey... it‘s getting 

dark earlier and the bugs are the size of  

robins so let‘s get back to the RVSSN!  I‘ll call 

the net to order on the 13th. Get that key out 

and dusted. 

I can‘t stress enough that YOU are welcome 

to jump in and try your hand at CW. We are 

just having fun and we look forward to helping 

those who wish to learn CW. 

 

When:  Tuesdays at 19:30 local time. 

Where: 28,105 MHz 

What: Slow Speed CW (as slow as you want!) 

73 es CUL, K3PID 

Mark Your Calendars! 

The SARA Fox Hunt 

Challenge. Saturday 

Sept. 17th—Benson 

Park, Stillwater 

Check the SARA webpage for details. 

 

Split Rock Lighthouse 

Special Event Station 

November 5th & 6th 

 

Upcoming SARA Monthly Meeting 

Presentations 

 Sept 10th—Donn Baker WA2VOI on 

‗Microwaves Aren‘t Just For Cooking‘.  

 Oct 8th—Skip Jackson (KSØJ) – FLDigi  

 Nov 12th—McCarthy (WN4GMT) – DXLab 

Software: Better DXing thru Software  

 Dec 10th—Jon Platt (WØZQ) – HF/VHF 

Roving (including preparation for Minneso-

ta QSO Party)  

 Jan 14th—Election of officers for 2012 

   COME ON IN... 

THE WATER IS FINE! What concentration!!! 
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SARA 

Needs 

YOU! 
 

Get involved, Make a Difference, 

Have  fun! 


