
©2012 The Stillwater Amateur Radio Association  

An ARRL Affiliate & Special Service Club 
WØJH 

Announcements 

 

 

SARA Nets & Roundtables 

HF Phone Roundtable Daily except 

Tuesday & Thursday @ 20:00 Local on 

1.903 MHz± with alternate 1.955 MHz. 

SARA Repeater Weekly Net Wednesday 

21:00 Local WØJH Repeater  

147.060 MHz +    114.8 Hz tone 

HF RVSSN CW Tuesday 19:00 Local  

3.572 MHz +/- QRM (On summer vacation 

until September.) 

Handiham  Nets 

VHF/UHF Daily 11:00 Local on the NØBVE 

Repeater 145.450- & 444.65- ( 114.8), 

Echolink HANDIHAM Node 494492.   

IRLP Node 9008 & WIRES #1427.   

NCS varies.  Sunday session is trivia net. 

HF CW Friday 08:00 CST, 7.112 MHz 

informal slow speed CW Net.  

W8IRT NCS.  Email: w8irt@aol.com  

  

Monthly Meeting  
Saturday 12 May 2012 

Boutwells Landing  

Auditorium A 

 Pre-meeting Breakfast &  
Coffee  -  7:30 at Joseph’s 
Restaurant.   

 Meeting - 9:00am 

 Program:  “Amateur  
Radio: Yesterday, Today 
& Tomorrow” by Dan Fish, 
KBØXC - Page 8 

S.A.R.A. is a proud affiliate of the Courage Center Handiham System 

Marv Mahre, WØMGI, SK 

Why I enjoyed all the great times Marv and I had on and off the air - a 

retrospective by Dave Glas, WØOXB 

Marv was a professional Ham; he took Amateur Radio seriously. He 

always used proper procedures and followed instructions. His training 

and experience in the U.S. Army probably helped form his radio disci-

pline. This was of benefit to others because he taught the correct way 

to do things.   

 

Marv was knowledgeable and had lots of experience. He did a ton of 

operating – all kinds of operating. Since he’d done so many different 

things, he was a great source of good, reliable info. Marv also knew 

his geography. If a train ran close by, you could bet that Marv knew 

about the area.  

Marv was detail-oriented and always precise and accurate about 

things.  In the old printing business, they called this “watching your Ps 

and Qs!”) I think his German heritage had something to do with this. 

The fact that Carol is also German may have added to some interest-

ing, maybe heated, discussions around the house about who’s right 

and who’s wrong! (I’m also German and agreed more times than not 

with Marv.)  
Continued on page 5 
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LETTER FROM THE PREZ – MAY 2012 
 

As I write this, it is the latter part of April and all of the 

outdoor yard activities are in full swing. I dealt with the 

leaf raking several weeks ago when the temps were 

up and the first mowing was done last week. Now the 

memories of past years and check lists for this year 

kicks in: bare patches to be seeded, fertilizer and 

weed prevention, planning on spraying for Japanese 

beetles, and the list goes on...But, optimistically there’s 

no white stuff to shovel and I sure am enjoying the 

nice weather. I hope you’re doing the same. 

 

Now is the time for antenna work! By the time you 

read this, Ray KDØLPY and Jim AAØUP 

may be the recipients of new center fed Zepp antennas installed by the MAP crew of WØOXB, 

WØDIK, and others. Recently we returned to help Mike KØKJS with his station. Dave WØOXB 

was there on a ‘MAP Mission’ last fall and replaced some wire and coax in an effort to bring 

his ‘OXB’ special back to life. He completed the antenna work but, unfortunately, were not able 

to get the station on the air due to power supply problems. Last week, Mike and I installed a 

new power supply, tuned up his rig and he is now on the air. 

 

Let us know if we can be of help to get YOU on the air. Likewise, we’re always happy to answer 

any questions you might have on trying out new modes such as the newer digital modes or 

slow/fast scan TV. 

 

I would be remiss if I didn’t mention that Ham Radio lost a great contributor on April 24 th. I 

was saddened to hear that SARA member Marv Mahre WØMGI passed away after a long battle 

with diabetes and other ailments. He, bar none, was the most dedicated person I have ever 

known to our hobby. There was never an on-the-air schedule he would miss. He obtained 

his license in 1950 and devoted much of his time to promoting ham radio. He spent countless 

hours on the CW bands in the early years working novices and encouraging them to upgrade 

their licenses. He was an early and active member of the St. Paul Radio Club and editor of their 

newsletter for over 10 years. Marv had offset presses in the basement of his home. He liked 

printing and ran a QSL card printing business out of his home with the help of his sons and 

daughters. Marv, of course, worked over 300 confirmed countries and during the past 15 years 

was an active participant of the 160 meter net. As many of us will tell you, Marv always was 

the first or second person to check into the net at 8:00 p.m. In addition to joining the St. Paul 

Club, Marv also joined SARA in the mid-nineties and participated in the railroad special event 

station and the White Rock special event. If one had a question regarding ham radio, Marv was 

the expert. There were very few questions Marv couldn’t answer when it came to ham radio. 

He would be the first one to tell you that he didn’t know it all but he always knew someone who could 

help you if he couldn’t. We’ll miss you, Marv. Rest in peace old friend…… 

 

We have a great program coming up at the May General Meeting with Dan Fish from Radio City 

as our speaker. Between now and then, get your order (include a check) into our secretary, 

Stan AEØSL for your wearables. The prices for the items are included elsewhere in this month’s 

newsletter. We’re hoping that the order will be filled before Field Day so the sooner you get 

your order to Stan, the better. 

 

73 and we hope to see you at the May meeting! 

 

Keith Miller – AGØH 

SARA President 
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he other day I was driving along 

the main drag in Bayport and no-

ticed something you don’t see very 

often.  

 

(Well, at least I don’t see them very often.) 

A roof-top TV antenna was right there in 

plain view. I know most of you (especially 

those over ~45 years old) will recall those 

fish-skeleton looking things. Heck, most of 

us remember messing with the darn things 

just so we could see TV. Before cable 

(BC?), before satellite dishes and before 

Internet streaming television, we had TV 

antennas on masts, on towers and even 

sitting on top TVs themselves (rabbit ears). 

They were funny looking things; we turned 

and twisted them toward Shoreview, Eau 

Claire, Duluth and elsewhere in hopes of 

receiving enough signal so our TVs could 

show an image. What a wonderful thing 

when you could see a fairly clear, clean 

picture. No snow was kinda an old form of 

“high definition” TV to us. (Today’s hi-def 

would have really knocked our socks off 

back in the 70’s!) 

Did any of you ever go the TV “tower” 

route? It was not uncommon for those 

outside the metro area to have 50’ towers 

with large, rotatable antennas atop them. 

When I moved to the Twin Cities in 1972, I 

remember seeing a large, rotatable TV 

antenna on a tall wooden telephone-type 

pole that “stood out like a sore 

thumb” (malarkey candidate) between 

Dale and Rice Streets just north of High-

way 36. (I think that antenna is still there; 

take a look sometime!) Heck, with the 

short distance to Shoreview, I bet those 

folks could get all the local channels on a 

semi-wet noodle. But, I’m thinking this 

large, high antenna system was put there 

mainly so the owners could watch the Vi-

kings play when the game was not being 

televised locally. (Remember trying to tune 

your antenna to pick up Duluth or Eau 

Claire? We could almost interpret those 

fuzzy, snowy signals!) So, raise your hand if 

you still have an antenna for your TV. Hey, 

these new, digital TV signals seem to get 

thru quite well; almost crystal clear. And, it 

doesn’t cost you a thing to watch regular, 

local channels. But, you still need an anten-

na. What’s old is new or vice-versa. 

For you younger types, I should point out 

that television signals exist in the VHF and 

UHF portions of the spectrum. They are on 

both sides of our 2m and 70cm bands. 

Those funny looking antennas were – and 

still are – Yagi antennas. The feedline origi-

nally used was 300Ω balanced, twin lead. 

Later, maybe in the late 70s, the feedline 

switched to 75Ω unbalanced, coaxial ca-

ble. This was done primarily to reduce inter-

ference from man-made devices such as 

old cars, diathermy machines and even 

high power (QRO) Amateur Radio transmit-

ters. Since this coax must match to the an-

tenna and the television (receiver), a trans-

former is needed. This device is what we 

hams nowadays refer to as a 

“balun” (balanced to unbalanced). They’re 

a critical component in the infamous OXB 

Special™ antenna and lesser known aerial 

systems. You may think this was a long way 

around for me to get in a plug for my name-

sake antenna. No, not really. This was just 

my part of recognizing the wonderful world 

of nostalgia. I don’t think there’s anything 

wrong with remembering and honoring the 

past. In fact I think it’s a requirement for old-

timers to pass along stories and info from the 

past. That’s my story and I’m sticking to it! 

Last, but certainly not least, I want to point 

out that Amateur Radio lost a real a friend a 

couple weeks ago – Marv Mahre (WØMGI). 

Many of you knew Marv, and I’m sure not 

one has an unkind word to say about him! 

He was a class guy on and off the air and 

one who lived and breathed Amateur Ra-

dio – even to the end.  

Many friends and family were on hand at his 

Continued on page 6 



4 

Attention Elmers! 

On Saturday May 12, I will be leading a fine group of SARA Elmers at 

Fred C. Andersen Scout Camp in Houlton, WI for an operating event in 

support of the Radio Merit Badge. This is the featured attraction for the 

North Star District's Spring Camporee occurring that weekend. The 

"classroom" session I did last month saw 40 scouts in attendance and I 

anticipate more this weekend. Each boy will need to complete a 10-

minute QSO as one of the merit badge requirements. If you do the math; that’s 400 minutes of 

talk time. I can think of one or two from SARA who could maybe do that by themselves; some 

Release To Listen award winners come to mind....  

I can still use a few more seasoned Elmers or seasoned operators to assist with the station oper-

ation that afternoon. You can assist in one of two ways: on-site VHF or on-air HF.  

On-site VHF: The event will be held at Fred C. Andersen Scout Camp where SARA operated 

Field Day for several years not long ago. I'd like 2 or 3 Elmers at each of ~4 handheld or mobile 

stations. We're planning to spread these stations around the upper camp area to spread the 

boys out and move them thru the QSO requirement.  

The SARA crew will be heading to camp following the Saturday meeting. If you are interested in 

being an on-site participant, please let me know ASAP. You should have a handheld or mobile 

VHF transceiver.  

On-air HF: ~4:00 pm, we plan to start making QSOs on HF: 75m SSB (around 3.850 MHz). Using a 

portable HF transceiver and OXB Special™ antenna, we’ll be demonstrating long-range com-

munications. Call sign: “WØJH Boy Scout Portable 9” call sign. 

Whether assisting on-site or on-air, I promise a warm feeling of satisfaction knowing that you’ve 

helped some Boy Scouts achieve a merit badge on their path through Scouting! And, you just 

may have ignited the interest of some future Amateur Radio Operators!  

73 es CUL,  

Joe Heitzinger, KCØOIO  

Vice President, SARA 

ARRL Field Day June 23 & 24 (Saturday & Sunday) 

Field Day is just around the corner, and it’s  at a New Location:   

Autumn Hills Park – Oak Park Heights (~1 block west of Boutwells 

Landing). 

 

According to co-chairs Keith (AGØH) and Dave (WØOXB), the 

theme for this year’s big SARA event is Field Day Fun for You!  

We’re focusing on having FUN outdoors – we aren’t interested in 

working too hard or making things difficult for ourselves. We’re  

concentrating on having some Amateur Radio FUN! You can 

come and watch. You can assist (help with set-up, log contacts, 

food prep, dismantling, etc.). And, you can operate. 

It’s whatever YOU want and are comfortable doing! 

Stay tuned for more info on this year’s event. 
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Marv was a high-power, QRO-type guy – God bless his soul. I don’t 

think he ever used low power or at least nothing less than 100W. He 

had some “Big Boy” equipment like his amplifier (Heathkit SB-220) and 

antenna tuner (E.F. Johnson Kilowatt Matchbox). Years before I knew him, he built a huge amplifier. Marv 

enjoyed talking about the high-power transmitters that some of us used in the Army (BC-610). 

Marv was an avid phone (microphone) operator. He was also an accomplished high-speed CW operator 

with lots of practice, courtesy of the U.S. Army while stationed in Germany, but he enjoyed using a micro-

phone in recent years. I’ll always remember the distinct delivery and cadence when he gave his call sign. 

He’d put extra emphasis and pause on the “M” in WØ-M-GI. 

Marv was soft-spoken and mild-mannered. He was always very polite. He genuinely cared about others 

and took sincere interest in those who needed help. He could be strict and authoritative at times. It hap-

pened very seldom, but I’ve heard him scold an out-of-line Ham (Lid) on the air. (I wonder if he was strict 

around the house?!)  

Marv was an ambassador for Amateur Radio. He promoted it and “Elmered” non-hams and newbies. 

Marv was not a slave to technology – but surprised us at times with what he knew. A few years ago Greg 

(KØGW), Joe (WØTBC), Marv and I took a day trip to Burghardt’s in Watertown. Greg and I will always 

remember how Marv explained in great detail to Joe how computer logging worked. This is funny be-

cause Marv never used a computer! (Of course he kept XYL Carol busy handling his e-mail traffic!)  

Marv was a “doer” and a “giver” who was always an active participant. He started the “wheels rolling” 

on more than one Railroad Mobile special event. He was involved in leadership roles in organizations he 

joined. I can only imagine how much time and effort it took for Marv to produce the St. Paul Radio Club’s 

newsletter for ~20 years. 

Marv never missed a schedule! When he said he’d be there; he was there! You could count on him. You 

could almost set your watch by him. I had many, many schedules with Marv over the years. I always en-

joyed talking with him. 

Ham Radio was more important to Marv than almost anything else. I learned about an example of this 

that happened a few years ago, when Carol and Marv were traveling in Arizona. They stopped for dinner 

at a roadside café. Their food was about ready when Marv looked at his watch (probably a railroad 

watch!), said he had a schedule then excused himself as he quickly headed for the mobile rig in his car. 

About 30 minutes later when he returned, Carol was done eating and Marv’s meal was sitting on the ta-

ble cold. Marv couldn’t understand why Carol didn’t talk to him the rest of the evening! 

Marv really enjoyed “Eye Ball” time with others. You’d find him at lunches, monthly meetings, weekly “Eye 

Ball QSO Parties” and just about any activity involving Hams. Even when his hearing started to fail, he still 

kept attending. (I bet he could only hear 10% of what was going on.) There was a simple reason why he 

was there – he just liked being around other Hams! 

Marv loved and lived Amateur Radio with a passion – right to the very end! For years, Marv didn’t miss 

checking in with his friends (the “Gang” as he called us) on the Top Band. Five nights a week for 15 years 

equals ~4,400 hours and amounts to ~6 months of on-air time talk time! About a year ago, Marv knew he 

was having problems talking. His mind was sharp, but he just couldn’t get the right words to come out. But 

that didn’t stop him from joining. After he checked in, I’d appoint him to be our official “Listening Post” for 

the evening. That worked; Marv could hear us and we could talk to him. 

But Marv became less mobile and spent the last month or so confined to a hospital bed in the living room. 

Son Roger, WDØFRV, had a great idea to let his dad participate. He used a wireless baby monitor to 

beam our Top Band Gang transmissions from Marv’s transceiver in the radio shack to his bed in the other 

room. According to Roger, his dad’s eyes really lit up (like a pair of 6146 tubes!) when he heard us. He 

even “shooshed” Roger when he was interrupting Marv’s listening! 

As it turned out, Marv was with us on 160m just a day before he passed away.  Now that’s someone with 

a love and passion for Amateur Radio!! What a trooper he was! The Top Band Gang is indebted to Marv 

for his thousands of hours of contributions to our evening group. I’m pretty sure we’d not have lasted as 

long as we have without his continued support and participation.  Maybe with Marv’s new job and new 

QTH, he can help us with some better propagation?!  I’m sure going to miss WØ-M-GI!  73 Marv! 

Marv- From Page 1 
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May 12 - Regular SARA meeting 
May 18-20 - HAMVENTION® - Visit 
Handihams at booth 330. 

May 31 - Deadline for SIGNALS articles 

June 7 - VE testing at radio camp 

June 23-24 - Field Day weekend 

June 23 - Veterans & families open 
house at Courage North - W0EQO on 
the air from Lake George 

Wayne (K9MIF) on the Mend! 

A little birdie (not confused with 160m hetero-

dyne) told us our good friend in Plover, WI 

was recently in the hospital. Wayne Johnson 

was there for tests relating to his poor appe-

tite and overall weakness. It looks like the 

doctors are betting that Wayne has been 

suffering from vitamin deficiency. OXB Dave is 

guessing it’s also related to 160m RF deficien-

cy.) In any case, Wayne has prescription to 

strictly follow orders from XYL Betty (W9NN). 

Besides taking his meds, Wayne is taking 

phone calls and e-mail.  

 

Let’s keep him in our thoughts and prayers . 

“Celebration of 

Life” on April 27. Held at the Minnesota Trans-

portation Museum (Jackson Street Round-

house) in St. Paul, I was one of several who 

spoke at the ceremony. I was honored to 

have been asked by Marv’s family to say a 

few words. I prepared an “OXB Dave’s Top 

Ten List”; why I enjoyed all the great times 

Marv and I had on and off the air. I thought I 

had ~20 minutes to share things about my 

relationship with our dear friend, but only mo-

ments before starting, I learned I had only 5 

minutes. This was a real surprise!  

It was a no brain decision to reduce and ab-

breviate so I ended up with the Top Three List. 

(What would David Letterman and CBS 

think?) As things turned out, my part 

stretched into ~12 minutes, but who will ever 

know or remember I more than doubled my 

turn? I’m sure Marv wouldn’t mind. 

Whether you knew Marv well or not, I suggest 

you read OXB Dave’s Top Ten List; why I en-

joyed all the great times Marv and I had on 

and off the air. It’s somewhere in the newslet-

ter. It’s my attempt to express my thoughts of 

Marv – one heck of a good friend and pas-

sionate Amateur Radio Operator! 

 

73 es CUL, 

Dave (WØOXB) 

OXBism: Want a true QRP challenge? Take 

your cordless phone to a hilltop and call CQ 

DX! 

Disclaimer 

The information contained in this column is subjec-

tive. It is for entertainment and educational pur-

poses only and not warrantied for content, accu-

racy, or any other implied or explicit purpose; it 

may not apply to your situation. The author, pub-

lisher and distributor provide no warranty regard-

ing the content or accuracy of this material.  

Neither the author nor publisher shall be liable for 

any stress, anxiety or misuse that may result. 

© 2012 WØOXB. All rights reserved. A single copy 

of this material may be reprinted for noncommer-

cial, personal use only.  

OXB, OXBism, OXB Special, Counterpoise and the  

Counterpoise logo are trademarks of WØOXB.  

OXB, continued from page 3 

 

 

Thank you to all of our volun-

teers who have help SARA dur-

ing special events, serve as club 

officers, present programs, work 

on projects like the constitution 

and nonprofit status, maintain 

and host our repeater, manage 

the website, edit the newsletter, 

and help in so many ways. We 

couldn’t do it without you! 
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The River Valley Slow Speed CW Net 

Well, the static on 80 is growing as 
are the weeds in my garden.  
 
Let’s put RVSSN on summer break until  
September.  Special thanks to Stan, AEØSL, Bill 
KGØDX, and John W9LHG for their regular  
participation.  Stan even checks in when he is 
near death. Thank goodness that germs don’t 
travel on RF…  Hi, hi.  
  
73 & CU in September, 
Ron H.  
K3PID 
 

Pick the best caption! 

Troubleshooting 101 
By Pat, WAØTDA 
 

Let's examine our Echolink appli-

cation's built-in Firewall test.  You 

will find it by opening Echolink, 

going to the "Tools" menu, and 

arrowing to the "Firewall/Router 

Test". Once there, press <Enter> 

and the test runs automatically.  If you like 

keyboard commands because they are fast-

er and better than the mouse, simply press 

<ALT> and the letter "T" for the Tools menu, 

then <ALT> and the letter "F" for the Firewall/

Router test, which will start immediately.  

If your ham shack computer and router are 

set up correctly, you should get this "Testing 

Complete" message that says "Firewall test 

results: PASS".  This result shows “Windows Vista 

Service Pack 1”, although the computer actu-

ally runs Windows 7 64 bit. You can ignore 

that part of the message ; all you are really 

looking for is that PASS result.  

It is important to know about this handy little tool that 
is built into Echolink because you are going to use it 
again when you make changes to your router 
settings.   
 
Listen on line at 11 am to the daily Handiham Echolink 
net: http://www.radioreference.com/apps/audio/?
feedId=9593  (No Echolink app needed.)   
On RF: 145.45 MHz 

1. Explain THIS to airport  

security! 

2. Oh, shoot.  I thought I 

brought my lunch box. 

3. In under an hour this thing will 

be on 160 meters.  

http://www.radioreference.com/apps/audio/?feedId=9593
http://www.radioreference.com/apps/audio/?feedId=9593
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May 12 Program: “Amateur Radio: Yesterday, Today & 

Tomorrow” 

Most know our monthly meeting presenter Dan Fish (KBØXC) as owner and 

“operator” of Mounds View based Radio City (aka The Candy Store). We 

should be quick to point out he’s in partnership with his lovely wife/XYL Ma-

line and according to OM Dan, she’s the beauty and brains of the opera-

tion. Like many of us, Dan became interested in electricity/electronics at an 

early age and has been a ham for quite some time. Through thick and thin, 

he’s been making a go of the Amateur Radio business for close to 30 years.  

At May’s Meeting, Dan will share his perspective on where our cherished 

hobby has been, where it is and where it’s going. You won’t want to miss 

the exciting news about versatile, low cost, high quality, gear that’s coming 

straight from Asia!  

Important: We have it from a reliable 

source that all who attend SARA’s May 

Meeting will be given Radio City’s exclu-

sive “SARA Discount” for the entire day!! 

SARA Needs 

YOU! 

Get involved,  

Make a Difference,  

Have  fun! 

Remember Dan’s program when we still met at 

Courage St. Croix? We look forward to another  

timely update on Amateur Radio! 


