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WØJH 

Announcements 

 

 

SARA Nets & Roundtables 

HF Phone Roundtable Daily except 

Tuesday & Thursday @ 20:00 Local on 

1.903 MHz± with alternate 1.897 MHz. 

SARA Repeater Weekly Net Wednesday 

21:00 Local WØJH Repeater  

147.060 MHz +    114.8 Hz tone 

 

Digital Modes Net -Sunday, 9:00 3851.150 

MHz (center freq. ~1000)  

Enable RxID and TxID; BPSK63  

Handiham  Nets 

VHF/UHF Daily 11:00 Local on the NØBVE 

Repeater 145.450- & 444.65- ( 114.8), 

Echolink HANDIHAM Node 494492.   

WIRES #1427.   

NCS varies.  Sunday session is a 

roundtable. 

HF CW Friday 08:00 CST, 7.112 MHz 

informal slow speed CW Net.  

W8IRT NCS.  Email: w8irt@aol.com  

Tech Net at 19:00 Central Time 

Thursdays, same nodes/frequencies as 

above.  

  

     Signals from SARA 

Monthly Meeting  
Saturday 13 April 2013 

Boutwells Landing  
Auditorium A 

 

Pre-meeting Breakfast &  
Coffee  -  7:30 at Joseph’s 

Restaurant.   

Meeting - 9:00am 

Program:  Skip (KSØJ) - 
Batteries and ARRL  

Minnesota Section News  

S.A.R.A. is a proud affiliate of the Courage Center Handiham System 

 

April 
2013 

April Program - Batteries  
 

SARA member Skip  
Jackson (KSØJ) will be 
presenting at our April 
meeting. Skip, a source of 
all kinds of useful as-well-
as historical information, 
will talk about something 
we all use every day and 
seldom think much about: 
batteries. Skip plans to 
cover some interesting 
history and trivia of the 
battery from the Baghdad 
battery to the present time. He’ll then transition 
to battery importance for Amateur Radio. 

 

And, as the ARRL Minnesota Section Manager, 
Skip will report on section news, events,  
statistics and much more. 

 

FYI: Skip started out as a Novice in 1955 with 
call, KNØDYQ. It was this interest in radio and 
electronics that encouraged 
him to become a technician, Continued on page 2 
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electrical engineer and manager at 3M. Retired for 
over a dozen years, he’s been very active in Amateur 

Radio and especially involved in working with radio clubs. Skip was  
elected in 2004 as ARRL Minnesota section manager in a close-fought 
(dog-eat-dog!) election. He’s remained our section manager ever since.  

 

Skip maintains a supplemental Minnesota Section web site you can easily 
access from the ARRL web site.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.mn-section.org  

 

Member Assistance Program (MAP) 
 

Yes, we’d normally have two or three new OXB Special® antennas installed by  
mid-April but the punk WX is not cooperating this year! We should be working on  
antenna installations and other outdoor things by late April.  

 

NOTE: If you are definitely interested in watching, learning and/or helping at any of the 
projects; let one of SARA’s officers know. Dave (WØOXB) sez he requires very little 
assistance in putting up wire antennas, HOWEVER he encourages anyone interested 
in learning the basics to tag along. “Heck, we always have a great time when others 
join in; I may even divulge a few OXB tricks of the trade,” according to Dave. A  
broadcast will be sent to all SARA members about a week prior to a project whenever  
scheduling permits.   

Program, from page 1 
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Greetings from the President – April 2013 

I’ve been involved with Ham Radio since 1985. 

But it wasn’t until last year after I joined SARA, 

did I fully come to appreciate the community 

aspect of the hobby.  At the start of last 

month’s general meeting, the club was  

presented with the prestigious ARRL Special 

Service Club.  There is a lot that is required of 

a club to be nominated and selected to receive 

this award.  “This special program exists to 

recognize those clubs who do more than 

the usual for their communities and for 

their Amateur Radio communities.  They’re 

the ones with the active training classes, 

the publicity program and the members who actively pursue  

technical projects and operating activities.”  SARA was recognized as 

a leader in the hobby and as such can be proud of this achievement.    

That being said the club leadership and you, the members, made this 

happen.  Organizing and participating in special events, training classes 

(amateur and other – e.g. weather spotter), on-line nets (digital and round

-robin) club member assistance, contributions to the Signals Newsletter, 

affiliating with ARRL (both regionally and nationally), Field Day and the 

list goes on and on.  We’re all fortunate to be associated with SARA and 

we all have the opportunity to contribute – I wish to extend a special 

thanks to those who make this all possible: Dave-WØOXB, Keith-AGØH, 

Bob-WØGAF, Joe-KCØOIO, Shel-NØDRX, Pat-WAØTDA,  

Henry-KØHAS, Jim-WØELC and the many others who have stepped up 

and contributed as well.   

Last month’s program was a presentation by Randy Gawtry (KØCBH) 

who provided us an overview of the latest release of Ham Radio Deluxe.  

This month, Skip (KSØJ) will be back for this April’s meeting to pickup 

where he left off in February.  I was quite impressed with the numbers he 

provided for my last column and look forward to hearing more about 

Continued on page 4 
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what’s going on with the ARRL.  He will also be sharing his battery 

knowledge, so expect to pick up a few pointers. 

Keep in mind that you are always welcome to join other members who 

meet every Thursday for a few hours of face-to-face rag chewing.  I look 

forward to seeing you at the Stillwater Public Library, every Thursday at 

6:00.  

And don’t forget the pre-meeting-breakfast at Joseph’s Restaurant at 
7:30am.  Finally, please review the minutes from the March meeting,  
posted to the SARA website.  If you note anything corrections, please 
send your comments to Jim WØELC at:  
Secretary@RadioHam.org. 
 
See you Saturday (4/13)…  

 

es, 73  Peter – NØGRM 

SARA President 

Greeting, continued from page 3 

Repeater Usage Notification 
 

The Minnesota Ironman Bicycle Ride is bringing their 47
th
 annual ride to the St Croix 

Valley this year, and has been granted permission to use the SARA repeater from 
6am to 6pm on Sunday April 28

th
 for communication support for the event. We ask 

that SARA members refrain from using the repeater during this time period, unless 
there is a genuine emergency reason to break into the communication for the Ironman 
event. This year’s event will be based at the Washington County Fair Grounds and will 
have multiple routes ranging from Afton to Scandia. If you want further info, the MIBR 
website is at: http://ironmanbikeride.org/ 

If you are interested in offering your assistance to the event, they are still currently 
looking for additional volunteers, to work sag vans, rest stops and the call center. The 
call center will be at the fair grounds and volunteers there do not need to be hams.  
Anyone interested in volunteering should contact Jason Lind KBØOIA at  
612-532-3994 or kb0ioa@aol.com as soon as possible. 

Thank you for keeping the repeater frequency clear for this event, and watch for the 
bikers on April 28

th
. 

 
73, 

Shel NØDRX 

Trustee for WØJH 

mailto:Secretary@RadioHam.org
http://ironmanbikeride.org/
mailto:kb0ioa@aol.com
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From the Shack 

a.k.a. “NØGRM’s Quasi-Relevant Diatribe” 

 

I left off last month, wrapping up with the comment 

that Duke needed to go outside.  These past few 

weeks, Duke had been taking a majority of our time.  

Long story short, we went from being told he had 

cancer to having tumor removed and being told he’s going to be all right.  There were  

consequences though, most notably that the result of his surgery was the necessity for  

Tracy and I to keep his stitches clean and dry for two weeks.  In order to adequately do that 

it required one of us to remain home during this period and play nurse maid.  The upside 

was this afforded me more time on the radio. 

Starting Friday (3/15) - through Saturday (3/16) I made several DX contacts via CW, Digital 

and SSB.  That Saturday there was a solar flair which effectively killed the bands Sunday 

through Tuesday, when they began to recover.  It was literally going from one extreme to 

another.  I went from working South America on 10 meters via a dipole and 100 watts to 

hearing nothing but static.  Needless to say, I got a lot done around the house Monday and 

Tuesday, Hi HI.. 

I also decided to download the demo version of Ham Radio Deluxe and dive in during my 

“staycation.”  Using SwissLog and FLDigi as reference programs, I found there to be a bit 

of a learning curve.  After several days of pursuing the web for tips and tricks I finally got it 

nailed down to where I found it useful, and made the decision to stick with it a while.  The 

past few days (excluding those affected by the solar flare) have actually been a fun  

experience.  Final comment – so far I’m happy with the product and will continue with my 

evaluation before committing to a transition.  Be prepared to invest some time to get it  

configured to meet your requirements. 

Now that Spring has passed us on the calendar, I’m hopeful to soon be venturing outside 

more.  I’ve got a few things I want to tidy up on the antennas when the weather warms up.  

Due to the late thaw, I’m a little worried about my bees.  I’m expecting them the second 

week of April and with two feet of snow in the apiary, I’ll be housing them in the basement 

for awhile.  I’ve done this in the past.  It’s fairly manageable as they are caged up.  There 

are few strays which wonder around the house, but we’ve dealt with that before.   

Last year we had two colonies (what you call a family of bees – the “hive” is the larger 2/3 

boxes at the bottom of the stack.)  Last year two colonies produced 144 pounds of honey.  

This year Tracy wanted an additional colony in order for us to increase production.  I have 

enough boxes for four colonies, so we’re good to go. 

That’s enough for this month’s diatribe – Take care and be sure to get on the air! 

73 

Peter – NØGRM 
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April Fools’ Counterpoise 

I know you’re not reading this on 
April 1; not unless you have one of 
those newly marketed Apple/Jobs 
Eye-Warp machines. (Oh, I heard 
the essential component, the  
Chinese-made flux capacitor, is on 
backorder cuz they can’t keep up 
with the heavy demand for  
3-500ZG tubes.) But please try to 
keep in mind many folks have fun 
with that first day of April. They 
say its beginning goes wayyyy 
back to the start of our current  
calendar – but I’m not going into 
that right now! (Hey, tune in to the 
Top Band Round-Robin Rag 
Chew; that will be a topic for  
discussion some evening!) 

If you’re like most, you’re pretty 
skeptical when you read or watch 
the news and talk to friends and 
family that day. You’ve really got to 
be on your toes for all 24 hours 
cuz who knows what will be said 
or done to FOOL you. Heck, I saw 
the new ruler of North Korea is 
getting ready for war with his 
neighbors and us. (IMHO: If this is 
the case, someone should  
immediately enact some “missile 
control” and maybe that N. Korean 
leader needs a sole kicked far up 
somewhere – where the sun won’t 

shine!) There was talk of the  
governor supporting an income tax 
reduction for all Minnesota  
residents. And, I even saw where 
the always reasonable, well-
informed ex-basketball superstar 
Dennis Rodman is coming to the 
Twin Cities to serve as the lead 
diplomat for helping pull  
Minneapolis and St. Paul together 
on a variety of important issues. 
Maybe while he’s here, he can  
orchestrate tax-payer funding for 
the new Viking’s football stadium?! 

Before I forget, I’ve got something 
to take care of from last month’s 
SARA newsletter. Remember the 
mystery photo, Whattizit?  

Well, most of you thought it was an 
antenna element wire spacer for a 
newly designed OXB Special®  
antenna to increase its bandwidth. 
(Actually that’s a foolish idea, since 
my namesake antenna is about as 
broadbanded as any high  
performance HF antenna can be!) 
Someone thought it was a ninja 
throwing star! Anyway, our winner 
in the Whattizit contest is Lyle 
(WB9OKQ). Hats off to Lyle! I think 

    Continued on next page 
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    OXB, continued  

 I’ve got an external, serial port 
touchpad unit for replacing a 
mouse on computer OS Windows® 
95 thru XP that I can reward him 
with! BTW: Lyle correctly guessed 
the WIRE GAUGE (wire sizes/
gauges from Ø to #36). FYI: You 
say “ought” – not zero and the wire 
sizes are referred to as AWG, 
American Wire Gauge. I’m sure 
many of you know all this – for the 
others; it’s just part of SARA’s  
full-service Education and Training 
Program. 

I was reading an advertisement in 
the newspaper the other day (ole 
marketing/marketing communica-
tions professionals enjoy reading 
ads!), and saw something new – at 
least new to me. A company with a 
unique house gutter system that 
rejects leaves is offering a “triple 
lifetime” guarantee. So what’s with 
that and exactly how does that 
work? Maybe I can learn  
something new from this?! (How 
long is a triple lifetime?) 

OK, that brings me back on track – 
to writing my monthly column. Ya 
know I introduced the “Reflections” 
column when I was SARA’s  
president and wrote for my 10 
years in office. I took ~4 years off 
from writing that column then  
started up this thing I call 
“Counterpoise.” I kind of wanted to 
prompt you all into thinking a bit  
differently about things. Maybe 
consider the flip side or to have a 
different perspective on things. 

(Some industry/commercial-type 
innovative thinkers called this 
“outta-the-box” thinking back in the 
90s!) Well maybe this column and 
my premise for it have run their 
course?!  

I find there’s very little controversy 
to write about so maybe I should 
sit back and see what others have 
to say. (FWIW: I’m really  
impressed with SARA’s new prez, 
Peter! Heck, he’s so gung-ho that 
he writes two articles each month. 
At that rate, I figure he’ll pass me 
up in ~6 years. Way ta go Peter – 
more power, QRO, to ya!) 

73 es CUL, 

Dave (WØOXB) 

OXBism: “Sometimes the easy 
way turns out to be the hard way!” 

Disclaimer 

The information contained in this column is 
subjective. It is for entertainment and educa-
tional purposes only and not warrantied for 
content, accuracy, or any other implied or 
explicit purpose; it may not apply to your sit-
uation. The author, publisher and distributor 
provide no warranty regarding the content or 
accuracy of this material. Neither the author 
nor publisher shall be liable for any stress, 
anxiety or misuse that may result. 

 

© 2013 WØOXB. All rights reserved. A 
single copy of this material may be  
reprinted for noncommercial, personal 
use only.  

 

OXB, OXBism, OXB Special,  
Counterpoise and the Counterpoise logo 
are trademarks of WØOXB.  
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SARA Badge Update 
 
As I mentioned in the newsletter last month, George 
KCØWOA, had been donating all supplies and printing the 
membership badges. With the aid of KDØAPL, KDØELF, and 

KDØELD, all of the badges that George had printed prior to his untimely 
passing have been located and will be available at the April 13

th
 meeting. 

 
We have recently acquired badge supplies and Joe KCØOIO, has offered 
to pick up the badge printing process. As no badges have been made 
since December, it will take some time to refine the process and get 
caught up. The goal is to be completely caught up by the May 11

th
  

meeting. Badges will not be mailed out, but are normally available for  
pick-up at the monthly meetings.  
 
 

April 25
th

 VE Session  
 
Attendance at the current Technician Class appears to be holding up well, 
and we are anticipating a successful exam session on April 25

th
. History 

has proven the value of the classes with a very high percentage of class 
participants succeeding in passing their exam on their first attempt. 
 
The VE team for this session will be: WØELC, AD6QT, KØGW, WAØTDA, 
WØGAF, NØDXH, & NØDRX. This team has a total of 172 ARRL exam 
sessions to their credit. To maintain as quiet an environment for the  
examinees as possible, I have asked that no other VEs show up at this 
session.   
 
This session will be at Boutwells Landing, 13575 58

th
 St N, Oak Park 

Heights, MN 55082. Will need to park and enter Boutwells via the north 
entrance, as the south side is normally locked at 5pm. The exam room for 
this session is on the south side, so I plan to have 1 or 2 VEs inside the 
north entrance until we begin exams, to assist examinees to get to the  
exam room. Hope to be set up to accept examinees by 5:30 with exams  
beginning at 6pm. 
 
Anyone with questions regarding the exam session may contact me. 
 
Shel NØDRX 
651-439-1272 
email: n0drx@hotmail.com 
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SARA Needs YOU! 

Get involved ... 

Make a difference ... 

Have  fun! 

For Sale 
 

Yaesu FT 450D w/ Yaesu MD-100A8X 
(sold together)  

  

 

Price:    $800 - For SARA members 

$850 - For Non-SARA members 

SignaLink USB – less than a year old w/
cable for Yaesu 450D 

 

Price:    $65 - For SARA members 

$75 - For Non-SARA members 

Contact Peter via email at: 
n0grm@radioham.org 

 

For Sale 

 
 

Mike Paskeuric  -  NØODK has the  
following radios for sale: 

 

 
 

Icom IC 756-PRO Transceiver  
Works Great  

 
Price:  $900  For SARA members 
$1000 For Non-SARA members 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Icom IC 737 Transceiver 

Works Great 
 

Price:  $400 For SARA members 
        $500 For Non-SARA members 

 
Mike can be reached at 
n0odk@radioham.org  

or at 651-464-0909 

mailto:n0grm@radioham.org
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ON THE WATERFALL 
By Joe Heitzinger KCØOIO  

(DMC #05351, EPC #19663, 070 #1601) 

Greetings OM and YLs! Welcome once 

again to “ON THE WATERFALL.”   

 

Here I sit in the shack on Saturday afternoon, the rig’s fired up, HRD & Digital Master 

running, watching the DK2s TG9s, LU1s, PY2s, and so on scroll on the waterfall on 15

-meters. All the time staring at the screen and thinking “what to write about this 

month?” Hmmm, how about … interfaces? Yeah, that’s it! 

In most cases, you will need an interface between your computer and your rig to be 

able to operate sound card digital modes. It is possible to do operate digital modes 

simply by connecting your RX audio from your rig into the mic in on your computer to 

decode digital signals and then hold your hand mic over the speaker of the computer 

when you transmit. It works! Simple, but tedious. Some rigs on the market allow you to 

do digital modes direct from your computer to the rig.  

The most popular interface option is a unit that has an integral sound card and is  

completely isolates your computer from your rig to eliminate ground loops. The most 

popular interface appears to be the TigerTronics SignaLink™ USB. The RIGblaster 

Advantage is another integrated sound card unit that is readily available. I use the  

SignaLink™ unit.  

The SignaLink™ USB is very simple to set up and connect to your rig. You have to set 

a few jumper wires on the PC board to match your rig, or you can use one of the  

optional Plug & Play jumper modules made specifically for the rig you will be using the 

SignaLink™ with. The Jumper Modules are especially useful if you intend to use the 

interface with multiple rigs. Changing the jumper wires could get very tiresome as they 

are tiny wires. Once you have set the SignaLink™ jumpers for your rig, connection is 

simple. One USB connection to your computer, and in most cases, one connection to 

your rig via a DIN connector on your rig. I use my SignaLink™ with an Icom  

IC-706MKIIG and the connection is made using the 13-pin DIN ACCY port on the rig.  

Operation of the SignaLink™ USB could not be any simpler. First, you need to make 

sure that the digital modes software you are using is set for the USB sound card for 

both the speakers and microphone. Three knobs and a power switch are on the front 

of the Interface. The TX knob controls you transmit audio. The best way to set your TX 

audio is to adjust the level while attaching your ALC meter so that it is just below the 

ALC cut-in for your rig. The RX know adjusts the audio level that your computer is  

getting. You set that for best results on your waterfall. The third knob adjusts the delay 

Continued → 
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on the PTT control. You set that so you can hold your PTT as long as you wish, you 

could even set it for QSK action in CW mode. 

There are plenty of interfaces available from several manufacturers, plus there are kits 

available for homebrew units.  

SARA has a Digital Modes Net on 80 meters on Sunday evenings beginning at 1900 

hrs local. You can find us at 3582.150 with the “sweet spot” or center frequency 

around 1000. Turning on your RxID and TxID will make it easy to find us. We’ve been 

using BPSK63 but we can and will change modes to accommodate users. The SARA 

Digi Net operates in BPSK31 mode on the Sunday following the 2nd Saturday of the 

month (or the Sunday immediately following the SARA Monthly Meeting) so that KX3 

users can utilize the integral BPSK31 capabilities of their rig or those with PSK  

Warblers or other operating limitations can still join us. 

Next month… maybe contests? 

Until next time, 73 and hope to see you on the waterfall de KCØOIO sk 

Field Day – June 22 & 23  
(Autumn Hills Park, Oak Park Heights) 

Yes, it’s over 2 months away but planning is already in the planning stages. Details 
and specifics for this year’s event are being pulled together. We’re looking for a few 
good SARA members to assist with details for this big, annual event.  

 

Here are a few of the opportunities where 
YOU can assist: 

> Operator Scheduling  

> Logistics & Equipment  

> Antenna Set-up (“OXB Special” antennas of 
course!)  

> Transceiver Set-up  

> Logging Computer Set-up  

> Digital Operation (CW, PSK31, etc.)  

> Food Preparation  

> Housekeeping/Clean-up  

> Miscellaneous  

If you know you can attend; let one of  
the officers know. 
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Time to Order Club Wearable Items 

Now is the time to order your Club hat, shirts and jackets.  We don’t have the current 

price quote yet from the supplier but we  

expect very little increase (if any) from last 

year’s prices. (See the chart below.) We will 

have the current prices shortly after this issue 

comes to press and in time for the upcoming 

April meeting. 

 

The price list is as follows: 

 

Maroon hat light weight                      $14 

 

3M reflective green safety hat            $17 

 

Solid color pocket polo  

(maroon or gray)                                 $22 

 

8 oz. ash sweatshirt                            $23 

 

J16 short sleeve denim shirt               $24 

 

J10 long sleeve denim shirt                $24 

 

6800 Navy light weight jacket             $45 

 

8800 Navy heavy weight jacket          $55 

 

All prices include embroidered name and/or callsign.  

We plan on placing the order during the third week of April.  You can place your order 

with Secretary Jim Feesl at the General Meeting or by email at  

secretary@radioham.org.  If you place your order by email, it’s important that you send 

him a check by snail mail (or give the money to any Club officer) before the order is 

placed.  And, yes, there is a $2.00 shipping charge added to each order.   

We will ask the supplier to have the items ready for delivery prior to Field Day. 

73, 
 
Keith Miller - AGØH  

mailto:secretary@radioham.org
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Technician License Class Continues Thursday Evenings 
 

Only two classes left! Join us and review before the April 25 VE session. 
 

Technician License classes are held at the  
Stillwater Public Library (224 Third Street North).  

 
Eight Thursday classes plus a final exam session  

will run from 6:00 to 8:00 pm. 
 

Here's a perfect time to get SOMEONE started in Amateur Radio. 
I can guarantee there may never be an easier, better opportunity for almost anyone 

to get their license! (Remember, there's no Morse code required!) 
I'm sure I don't have to tell you about this great hobby - pass the word! 

 
Questions? Call Bob (WØGAF): 651.773.7981 or Dave (WØOXB): 651.436.3334 

Handiham Update 
A lot is going on these days, with the Sister Kenny - Courage Center merger on the horizon.  

It should take place on or around June 1.  Information is available on CourageCenter.org. 

Camp Courage has already merged with Friendship Ventures, but this does not affect our 

Radio Camp, which will be at Camp Courage July 28 - August 2.  The SARA VE session will 

be at Camp Courage Woodland Dining Hall at 1:30 PM on Thursday, August 1.   

I need some help putting together several HF and VHF stations that can be deployed at  

Radio Camp (Field Day style) and that will be ready for SARA events.  The idea will be to 

have containerized easy-to-deploy gear that is easy to store when not in use.  

We will be at HAMVENTION® May 17-19.  Look for us in the Silver Arena, booth 330.  We 

will have some extra chairs for those who want to take a break from  standing and walking.  

The Handiham daily net is on at 11:00 AM every day on the 145.45 repeater and Echolink 

494492 *HANDIHAM*, or IRLP 9008. Everyone welcome.  

73 - Patrick Tice, WAØTDA 

Handiham Manager 

Pictured: MFJ 1026 noise canceller. Anyone ever tried one of 

these?  They really work for severe noise.  How?  By sampling the 

noise on a separate antenna then feeding it back 180 degrees 

out of phase.    
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 Thursday evenings: Eyeball 
QSO  

 Technician Class continues at 
Stillwater Public Library  on 
Thursday evenings. 
(See page 13 for details.)  

 April 25 VE session  
(See page 8 for details.) 

 May 11: SARA meeting 
 May 17-19 HAMVENTION® 
 June 22-23 ARRL Field Day  

(See page 11 for details.) 

Thank you to all of our volunteers who help SARA  
during special events, serve as club officers, present 
programs, work on projects like the constitution and 

nonprofit status, maintain and host our repeater,  
manage the website, edit the newsletter,  

and help in so many ways.  

We couldn’t do it without you! 

 


