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SARA Nets & Roundtables 

HF Phone Roundtable Daily except 

Tuesday & Thursday @ 20:00 Local on 

1.902 MHz± with alternate 1.955 MHz. 

SARA Repeater Weekly Net Wednesday 

9:00 PM Local WØJH Repeater 147.060 

+114.8, Echolink WØJH-R Node 306408 

HF CW Tuesday 19:00 Local 7105 KHz 

RVSSN Slow Speed CW.  

 

Handiham  Nets 

VHF/UHF Daily except Sunday 11:00 

Local on the NØBVE Repeater 145.450-  

& 444.65- ( 114.8), Echolink HANDIHAM 

Node 494492.  Also: IRLP Node 9008 & 

WIRES #1427.  NCS varies.  

HF CW Friday 08:00 CST, 7.112 MHz 

informal slow speed CW Net.  

W8IRT NCS. 

  

S.A.R.A. Member Assistance Program 
April Meeting  

Saturday April 9th 

at Boutwells Landing  

North Entrance, Gables - lower level  

Business meeting at 9:00 O’clock 

Program 

Ron (K3PID) will get  
everyone ready for another  

season of fox hunting! 

   
Pre-meeting Breakfast & Coffee  

7:30 at Joseph’s Restaurant!  

S.A.R.A. is a proud affiliate of the Courage Center Handiham System 

On Foxes, RDF, T-HUNTS etc. 

See the rest of the story on page 5 

KDØIQV (under the hood) and WØOXB either putting up an OXB 

Special or shooting out a street light! 

   The first S.A.R.A. Fox 

Hunt Challenge was 

well attended by  

members and  

representatives from 

several area clubs.  

The Fox was cleverly 

disguised as a heron 

and hidden in a swamp.  

Get the full story at the 

April membership 

meeting. 

  



2 

LETTER FROM THE PREZ 

April - 2011 

   Another month has passed and spring is now 

officially here.  Several weeks ago, I looked out 

the front window at my mail box across the 

street.  It was almost buried in 3 feet of snow.  

Today, the snow is gone.  It almost gives one 

the urge to immediately climb up on the roof to 

do some antenna work.  Yeah, right--- I‘m not 

that gung ho about getting up there but now is 

the time to start thinking and/or planning those 

projects. 

   I have a VHF/UHF antenna on top of my 

house that, when first installed, had about a 

1:1.5 SWR on both bands.  It has now risen to 

1:3.2.  I don‘t know what happened but Murphy 

always seems to strike when it‘s the least bit 

handy to get at the job.  ARGGGH…….So that 

will be the first item I‘ll have to fix. 

   Speaking of problems, several years ago I had 

power line noise at a signal level of 20 over S9 

covering all of the ham bands.  This went on 

over a period of two years.  During the spring, 

summer and fall that level of interference would 

persist.  During the winter months, it would go 

away and I had the use of the ham bands.  I‘ll 

spare you the agony of listing the things I did but 

I was finally able to eliminate all of the  

suspected sources to just one:   power line 

noise.  I called Xcel Energy many times and 

they were unable to find it with the equipment 

they brought out.  

   I was finally able to locate the source of the 

interference by using an ARROW antenna I bor-

rowed from WØOXB and my VX-7 Yaesu 

handheld.  And…..I was lucky enough to find the 

problem just as a power line crew pulled up in 

answer to my many calls.  I took them to the 

correct pole (two blocks away) and they found a 

connection from the high voltage line to the pole 

transformer that was arcing.  They immediately 

replaced the faulty connection.  They thought 

they were done.  When they re-applied the 

power, I found that I still had some interference 

although it wasn‘t quite as high.  They decided 

to replace the pole transformer and that fixed 

all of the radiating interference.   

   At the right is a 

picture of the high 

voltage line that 

was arcing under-

neath the trans-

former lead clamp.  

The Xcel Energy 

crew said that the 

prolonged arcing on the cable was the main 

reason why the pole transformer broke down.   

   If you have a similar problem, give me a call.  

I might be able to save you a lot of frustration 

and time.  (If you‘re interested in hearing the 

full version, ask me at a Thursday night eyeball 

and I‘ll be happy to fill you in.)   

   Set aside this upcoming Saturday morning 

(April 9
th
) for the SARA General meeting at 

Boutwells Landing.  Join us before the meeting 

if you can at Josephs Restaurant for an  

excellent breakfast and great conversation.  

Then, after the business meeting, Ron  

Harshbarger, K3PID, will present a great  

program on everything you wanted to know 

about Fox Hunting.    So, what more can you 

ask for but to enjoy an excellent breakfast with 

great conversation, learn a new facet of ham 

radio AND enjoy the company of like-minded 

enthusiasts such as yourself?  Hope to see you 

there! 

73, 

Keith Miller – AGØH 
S.A.R.A.  President 
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   I was thinking about all the controversial 
things I could write about this month and 
couldn‘t choose. I was pretty serious about 
tackling the government‘s move to forcing us 
to new light bulbs but think I‘ll save that for 
another time. (BTW: You may find this hard to 
believe but research shows that regular, old 
fashioned, Tom Edison-invented light bulbs 
are a cost-effective way to heat homes. Yes, 
besides keeping your shack warm in the  
winter, you‘ll be able to see!) 

   But, I‘ve decided to write about some of my 
Amateur Radio-related peeves. If any of these 
apply to you, please understand I‘m just one 
person sharing my OPINION. (You certainly 
do not have to change your habits cuz of me. I 
just ask you to think about your actions.  
However, if you should decide to change, 
you‘ll be a better operator in my book and, I 
suspect, many others!) 

Name vs. Handle 

   We all have a name (my name is Dave), but 
do we also have a handle? (If you really have 
a handle, maybe you should be thinking about 
joining America‘s Biggest Losers?!) Back in 
the old CB days (remember Citizen‘s Band?!), 
some 11m radio folks thought it was cool to 
talk like cross-country truckers. I bet you can 
translate: ―Hey good buddy, what‘s your 20? 
I‘m outta Chi Town and the handle is ―Little 
Joe‖; come-on back!‖ 

Proper vs. Improper Phonetics 

   The NATO Phonetic Alphabet (formally 
known as the International Radiotelephony 
Spelling Alphabet) is what good, caring  
operators use on the air. Yes, I know some of 
us grew up using other phonetics. Times 
change and so do radio phonetics. If you‘re 
consistently using WWII era phonetics (e.g., 
Able, Baker, Charlie, Dog, Easy, Fox, George, 
etc.), I can understand; but these have been 
obsolete since 1956! If, however, you are  
using what I call Goofy Phonetics, please  
understand it‘s like you scraping your  

fingernails on a chalkboard (OK I know, they‘re 
now white!) and some folks won‘t know what 
you‘re trying to spell. But, if you want to be  
misunderstood and have some hams think 
you‘re a LID (you youngsters will have to ask an 
Ole Timer what a LID is!), go right ahead with 
the likes of: Aardvark, Bodacious, Cheesehead, 
Dinosaur, Electron, Frog, Good, etc.! 

   I have to fess-up; I use improper phonetics for 
only three common ―Q‖ abbreviations – they are 
QRM, QRN and QSB. I think I‘ll place the blame 
squarely on my good friend and DXCC  
Honoree: Master Marv (WØMGI). I just can‘t 
think of these as anything other than Queen 
Roger Mary, Queen Roger Nancy and Queen 
Sugar Baker! (I learned from a Master; that‘s my 
story and I‘m sticking with it. Heck, no one is 
perfect!) 

73 vs. Best regards regards 

The abbreviation us hams use when we sign off 
and wish to say ―Best regards‖ is 73. That‘s it 
73; plain, simple 73 and only 73! NOT 73s, ‗73s 
or 73‘s. (Please don‘t get me started on  
apostrophes now; I don‘t have room!) 

   I wonder what could be the plural of ―Best re-
gards‖. Maybe it would be ―Best regards  
regards‖ or ―Best Best regards regards‖?!  
 
In any case, you‘ll hear this misuse on the air 
and see it in writing every day if you are an  
active ham. Please don‘t fall into the habit of 
misusing the abbreviation 73. (BTW: If ―37 
N9UXD Joe‖ is reading this, I bet he‘s shooting 
milk, coffee or beer outta his nose!!) 

OK, I see my word count is coming up on 600 
and I guess I‘ll have to close for now. Let me 
say in closing, it’s just as easy to use 
proper/correct operating practices as it is to 
use poor/lousy practices. If you‘ve never 
learned the differences before – you should 
know them now! 

 

73 es CUL, 

Dave (WØOXB) 

 

 

© 2011 WØOXB. All rights reserved. A single copy of this material may be reprinted for  
noncommercial, personal use only. ―OXB,‖ ―OXBism,‖ ―OXB Special,‖ ―Counterpoise‖ and the 
―Counterpoise‖ logo are trademarks of WØOXB.  
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On our website 

www.radioham.org 

Our full-service website is a resource for cur-

rent information, last-minute changes in 

meeting times and events, web-only stories, 

and archived news.  

Review the March 2011 

meeting minutes and 

reports.  

 

Access archived  

newsletters using the 

menu in the left sidebar.  

BARF 
By Shel NØDRX 

   Have you ever thought you might learn  
anything about BARF from the SARA  
Newsletter?  That is not intended to be a  
disparaging remark of either BARF, or the  
Editors of the SARA Newsletter.  With the 2011 
Dayton Hamvention coming up May 20-22, I felt 
this the ideal time to bring up BARF to the  
members of SARA.  Yes, that pun was intended, 
though I admit it may not have been in the best 
of taste.  Sometimes I get on a roll, and they just 
pop up. 

   BARF is an acronym for the ―BOZO Amateur 
Radio Fraternity‖ and members are proudly  
referred to as Bozo‘s.  This is a very informal 
social club that was formed by 9 hams about 25 
years ago while attending the convention in 
Dayton.  Current membership is nearing 1000, 
and with no dues and members not expected to 
do anything except have fun, why would anyone 

not want to be a member?  The club has one 
informal meeting a year at the Dayton  
Hamvention, and of course whenever two or 
more Bozo‘s show up at the same location, it is 
not uncommon to hear a loud familiar greeting 

As you can see, this  

newsletter is made up of 

member submissions, so 

get the lead out and start 

submitting – 
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CIRCUIT QUIZ

When the switch is closed an 

alternating current will flow 

through the inductor L1. What 

will happen to the current if 

the frequency is changed 

from 1 MHz to 2 MHz?

A. The current will not change

B. The current will double

C. The current will be ½

D. The current will be 
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Got Vacuum Tubes? 

   There is a Vintage SSB Net every Saturday 

morning. This is a group of guys who restore 

and use vintage ( read that vacuum tube) 

transmitters and receivers. They meet on 

3838kcs at 9:00 Central Time. You‘ll hear  

everything from Heathkit to Collins and just 

about everything in between.  Tune in and  

listen to a little nostalgia! Net Control is 

WB9GKZ from Sturgeon Bay, WI and the 

group is mainly from WI, MN,IL, & IA. Check 

them out on the web at:  

http://www.vintagessb.net 

Monthly OXBism:  

When dim wits make incandescent lights illegal, 

we‘ll be paying more for each light but save big 

bucks the more we buy!    

(In the U.S., incandescent bulbs will be phased out by 

2014 under the CLEAN Energy Act of 2007. Ed.) 

Member Assistance Program from page 1 

  On Saturday March 26th, S.A.R.A. Members 

Dave  WØOXB, Justin KDØIQV, John 

KDØUHY descended upon the home of Mike 

KDØKYA on 4th street NE (yep, that‘s in  

Minneapolis) to summon the antenna gods and 

erect an ―OXB special‖.  While it was less than 

perfect antenna weather ( far too warm, no 

wind to speak of, and the sun was shinning) 

they were success-

ful. I can attest to 

that because I 

worked the whole 

crew on 160 meters 

later that night.  

   Additional assis-

tance was tendered 

by Carrie KDØJMP 

and Diana (no call 

yet).  After an  

initial testing, the 

group settled in 

for pizza, beer, 

and cake. I didn’t 

get the details of the cake.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Need a little help? - The S.A.R.A. Member 

Assistance Program can help members 

with most station needs.  If you have a 

question about your rig or antenna or how 

to connect everything, speak up! We can 

help! 

BARF continued from page 4   

of ―hey Bozo‖, followed by a typical ham  
eyeball gab session. 

   It‘s very possible you may be standing next 
to a Bozo, and not even realize it.  If you visit 
the club website: www.ab0zo.com and do a 
search of the calls in the member list, you will 
find 5 calls that are readily associated with 
SARA.  While many members are involved 
with DX, or county hunting, virtually every  
aspect of ham radio is represented.  This 
obviously demonstrates that having fun is high 
on the priority for hams, regardless of what 
other interests they may have in amateur  
radio.  You will note from the attached  
graphic, ABØZO is the club call.  If you are a 
ham, you could also be a Bozo!  If you are 
interested in becoming a Bozo, you can either 
let me know, or follow the link on the above 
website. 

If you are going to the Dayton Hamvention this 
year, keep your eyes and ears open for the 
Bozo‘s.  A word of caution though, you may 
find they quickly can become your lifelong 
friends. 
 
73, Shel, NØDRX 

KDØIQV finesses some-

thing on a rather light 

weight string! 

Dave signed the certificate of authenticity for 

the “OXB Special”. 
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National County Hunter Convention 
Coming to Minnesota  

 
By Shel NØDRX 

 
   Have you ever considered what it would be 
like to attend a large ham radio convention?  
Are you currently, or are you interested in  
getting into county hunting?  If your answer to  
either of the above questions is ―yes‖, you 
should read on and consider attending this 
convention.  If you answered, ―yes‖ to both of 
the above questions, you must read on and 
plan to attend.   

   The Mobile Amateur Radio Awards Club 
(MARAC) is actually an international club with 
dues paying members living worldwide, and 
while their upcoming convention is called a 
―National Convention‖, it is really an 
―International Convention‖ I have personally 
met several of our DX members at past  
conventions.   MARAC is a club primarily of 
county hunters, and there are hams worldwide 
who are very active working US counties.  Do 
not be surprised if a ham from England,  
Australia, Switzerland, or anywhere else in the 
world were to show up at a MARAC National 
Convention. 

   It is very rare to have any national ham  
convention in MN.  W9LHG, NØDXH, and I, 
along with a few other members of MARAC, 
were very much involved with the last MARAC 
National in MN, which was in 1991.  Believe 
me, a convention of this magnitude does not 
happen on its own.  This will be the 43

rd
 Annual 

MARAC National Convention and will be held 
in Duluth, MN on July 6-10. 

Here are some links if you are interested in 

further info:  

http://marac.org/2011registration.pdf  This 
link will give you the registration form with all of 
the events and associated costs.  

http://marac.org  This link will bring you to the 

MARAC main page.   

As always, you may contact me directly if you 
need any further assistance in obtaining infor-
mation.  If you have my email in your address 
book, use that.  Otherwise, use  
trustee@radioham.org and I will get back to 
you in a timely manner. 73, Shel, NØDRX 
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Building a great club takes a team effort! 

 Participate in club activities 

 Volunteer for projects 

 Teach classes 

 Help someone solve a problem 

 Get on the air  

http://marac.org/2011registration.pdf
http://marac.org/
mailto:trustee@radioham.org


The River Valley Slow Speed CW Net 

   We missed two nights in March because the 

NCS was AWOL. Sorry folks, sometimes life 

gets in the way of all this fun!  On the bright 

side, the change in time ( Daylight Saving, that 

is) and the ever changing sunset has resulted 

in a much improved band. The net on Tuesday 

the 29th was still a little noisy but everyone had  

solid copy on net control as well as the other 

check ins.  We should be good to go as they 

say at least until the thunderstorm season 

starts.  

   If you haven‘t tried the RVSSN yet there is no 

time like the present!  There is NO SPEED 

requirement for checking in and we don‘t care if 

you use a hand key, a paddle and keyer, or two 

pieces of wire and a nail.  You can try a BUG if 

you like, but it is pretty difficult to get a bug to 

go much under 20 WPM without sending really 

bad code.  

   If you are interested in some on-line help, 

check out the free code teaching software at 

www.justlearnmorsecode.com  

73 es CU on the net 

K3PID 

Mark Your Calendars! 

Technician License Class 

Stillwater Public Library, Thursdays 

March 3rd thru April 28th ( Ex March 17th) with 

VE Testing May 5th. 

 

SARA Monthly Meeting Programs 

 April 9th—Ron (K3PID) on The Art & Skill of Foxhunt-

ing ( RDF). 

 May 14th—Ron (K3PID) on CW the Original Digital 

Mode. 

 

CQ World Wide Foxhunt Day 

May 14th & 15th—  in a swamp near you!  

ARRL Field Day 

June 25th & 26th 

   BE THERE! DON’T MISS THE FUN!  

Split Rock Lighthouse 

November 5th & 6th 

Join Dave and the gang for the 160 meter roundtable.  

Nightly at 8:00 PM except Tuesday & Thursday 

Greetings from  

Midwinter Madness 

hamfest 2011! 

SARA Hats 
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SARA 

Needs 

YOU! 
 

Get involved, Make a Difference, 

Have  fun! 


