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SARA Nets & Roundtables 

HF Phone Roundtable Daily except 

Tuesday & Thursday @ 20:00 Local on 

1.903 MHz± with alternate 1.955 MHz. 

SARA Repeater Weekly Net Wednesday 

9:00 PM Local WØJH Repeater 147.060 

+114.8  

HF RVSSN CW Tuesday 19:00 Local  

3572 KHz +/- QRM  

Handiham  Nets 

VHF/UHF Daily 11:00 Local on the NØBVE 

Repeater 145.450- & 444.65- ( 114.8), 

Echolink HANDIHAM Node 494492.  Also: I 

IRLP Node 9008 & WIRES #1427.  NCS 

varies.  Sunday session is trivia net. 

HF CW Friday 08:00 CST, 7.112 MHz 

informal slow speed CW Net.  

W8IRT NCS. 

  

Monthly Meeting  
Saturday 10 March 

Boutwells Landing  

Auditorium A 

 Pre-meeting Breakfast &  
Coffee  -  7:30 at Joseph’s 
Restaurant.   

 Meeting - 9:00am 

 John KAØHYR and Joe 
KCØOIO will present a 
program on 'Home Prepa-
rations For Emergency 
Deployment'. 

S.A.R.A. is a proud affiliate of the Courage Center Handiham System 

SARA Education & Training 

 
The great SARA Education and  

Training program tradition  

continues with the completion of 

Skywarn training on Feb. 25th and 

the beginning of a new  

Technician Class on March 1st. 

Since its beginning this has proven 

to be one of the most valuable 

programs that SARA has support-

ed, and we have been very fortu-

nate to have had fantastic support 

from SARA Members who have 

offered to coordinate and instruct 

many sessions over the years.  
 

The list of instructors is quite extensive, and while I could list 

most here, I am sure I would miss some. While a few may have 

participated in only a class or two, many of our instructors have 

been regular participants for many years. Having run the SARA 

VE Program from the beginning, I have seen first hand the re-

sults from successful students who have gotten their initial li-

cense, or an upgrade as a result of having taken a SARA class. 

While we owe all of our instructors a big “Thank You” for their 

efforts over the years, we also know that the program would 

not function, were it not for the efforts of our Education & Train-

ing Coordinator.  

 

We owe the beginning of the program to Tony WØKVO, who 

initially did most of the training on his own, and proved to be a 

mentor for many students, as well as the 

instructors who followed his lead. Tony  Continued on page 5 

Instructor emeritus Tony  

Tretter, WØKVO, rings the 

bell for school! 

March  

2012 
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Letter from the Prez 

March 2012 

Last month, I received a request from retired col-

lege Professor George Gorbatenko who lives in 

Mahtomedi.  He asked if I would be willing to 

show a 9 year old boy my ham shack.  He said 

the youth had read a novel about Morse code 

and had come to him excited about what he 

had read.  He added the boy’s name was Nick 

Matson. 

George told Nick that he once was a ham radio 

operator many years ago; that he learned Morse 

code but let his license lapse quite a few years 

ago.   He added he would be willing to help Nick 

learn the Code if he was interested.  Nick readily 

admitted he wanted to learn.  George gave him 

a sheet that listed the dots and dashes corre-

sponding to alphabetical and numeric charac-

ters.  He asked the boy to study the dots and 

dashes for several of the characters and then 

demonstrated how they sounded by whistling 

the dots and dashes.   

For the next few weeks, George would call Nick 

over the phone and whistle characters to him 

and waited for him to tell him what character it 

was that George had whistled.  Nick learned all 

of the numbers and proudly told him he knew 

how to send the word ‘Hi’ and also his first name. 

George asked if I could show Nick my ham shack 

and, in particular, allow him to contact a ham 

during which the boy would send his name in 

Morse code.  I told him I would be happy to 

have Nick visit my ham shack. 

Two weeks later, George, Nick and his father 

Matt came for the visit.  Earlier in the day, I had 

asked Bill Klundt KGØDX and Wayne Johanson 

WAØEBZ if they could meet us on 40 meters.  I 

explained the reason for the needed schedule 

and they heartedly agreed to participate and 

exchange CW with Nick.  

Nick appeared to be very interested and was 

able to tap out the two words ‘HI NICK’ on a 

J38 straight key.  He was surprised by the sound 

coming out of the transceiver (700 HZ tone) 

when he first tapped on the key.  Slowly, as he 

tapped out characters, his surprise turned into a 

grin.   

I contacted Bill and Wayne by voice on sched-

ule and Nick told them Hi over the microphone.  

He was again surprised when Bill told him that 

he was talking to Nick from Sauk Center, ap-

proximately 130 miles away from where he sat.   

We then switched to CW and I asked Nick to 

tap out his CW message to Bill.  Using the J38 

key, he tapped out ‘Hi Nick’ in perfect CW 

code.  Bill responded by slowly tapping out ‘Hi 

Nick’.  Nick’s eyes lit up; the wide grin on his 

face showed us he understood what Bill had 

sent and we had one happy operator!    Then 

Wayne sent him ‘Hi Nick’ and Nick sent the 

same back to Wayne in perfect code.  Nick 

was ecstatic over the contacts and wanted to 

talk to more hams.  Nick apologized that he 

didn’t know any more letters except the ones 

he sent and he proudly stated, “I know all of my 

numbers!”  I switched the transceiver back to 

SSB.  Both Bill and Wayne congratulated Nick on 

his perfectly spaced characters and urged him 

to keep on practicing with Morse code.  They 

thanked him for his contact with them and told 

Nick they looked forward to ‘working’ him 

again.  It was really a pleasure to see Nick show 

excitement during his code experience.   

We spent the balance of the time together in 

talking about how to learn the code and I 

showed him several training programs on the 

computer.   Nick is a fast learner and I have 

every reason to believe Nick will completely 

learn the code and go on to get his ham li-

cense. 

Continued on page 4 
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It’s March already! Did you know March is  

National Craft Month? I’ll bet most of you  

didn’t. When I was a grade school kid growing 

up in Washington State, we identified the 

months with different things. I recall this month 

was “the windy” month. I really don’t remem-

ber what other months were officially known 

for but maybe this month sticks in my mind so 

well cuz of my birthday. (That reminds me, I’ve 

not yet bought my 2012 birthday gift! Last year 

I had a new radio, ICOM of course, ~1 month 

before my birthday. I must be slipping or  

something?! RR, I am getting older.) 

April may have been associated with showers. 

Of course in Minnesota, the months don’t have 

the same significance as in Washington. I’m 

guessing April here means we’ll have less snow, 

the frost is going out of the ground and we can 

more frequently go outdoors without wearing 

heavy, sleeping-bag type overcoats. Maybe 

April should be the official Minnesota “slush” 

month? 

I’m rambling (what’s new?!); but what exactly 

is National Craft Month anyway? If interested, 

you can get some good ideas from the Inter-

net (thanks to “Evergreen” Al) like this site: 

http://www.craftplace.org. But can’t we hams 

extend this craft thing to include Amateur  

Radio?! Some say it’s a hobby; some say (and 

even argue) it’s a service. (Great taste, less 

filling!) Certainly we do craft/crafty things – so 

why doesn’t this month also kinda recognize 

us? 

You be the judge. 

In my Merriam-Webster dictionary, here’s the 

#1 definition of craft:  

(noun) skill in planning, making, or executing : 

dexterity.  

Heck, maybe I’ll just leave this up to you to  

interpret whether Amateur Radio fits into this 

month’s recognition. Maybe it’s best to let you 

celebrate and observe it as you wish?  

Important: You’re definitely and completely on 

your own if you think you can/should go out to 

Radio City (aka “The Candy Store”) and buy 

some radio gear to help you honor March. 

It’s probably a darn good thing my XYL doesn’t 

read this column. Somehow over the years, she’s 

probably learned enough about my thinking in 

general and Amateur Radio specifically that 

she’d not be surprised by my writing. What I’m 

about to share with you has been my  

observation over the years and has been noted 

by others (one is even a high-ranking ARRL  

Dakota Division official)!  

I love her dearly but my XYL (aka WØOXB-1), 

generates most of the garbage at my/our QTH!! 

If you don’t believe me, I have proof. 

So the XYL was recently outta town for ~3 weeks 

and I didn’t propagate enough garbage to 

even fill one, large paper bag! I know that’s hard 

to believe but I have photos. (If there’s room in 

this month’s newsletter, you can see for yourself.) 

So why in God’s Green Earth 

would my lovely XYL be re-

sponsible for generating most 

of the trash at the OXB QTH?! If 

I asked her, she’d probably say 

it’s cuz she’s always cleaning 

up after me. I suppose there’s 

some truth to that; however I 

offer the following as my  

defense:  

 I’m a “Saver” and can’t 

help it (maybe borderline “Hoarder”?)  

 I recycle everything I can (paper, plastic with 

those funny little triangles with numbers  

inside, non-tube type glass, steel, non-Yagi 

type aluminum, etc.) 

 I always save ICOM and Ameritron shipping 

boxes (you never know when you may have 

to ship them in for mods or to reinstall “magic 

smoke”) Note: I don’t save MFJ boxes; as the 

saying goes, “It don’t make no never-mind!” 

 I collect stuff but rarely sell, trade or toss any-

thing (you never know when you may need 

something you’ve ratted away; of course 

you first must locate it!) You may be over the 

line if you have spares for your spares! 

Much to my dismay, my XYL is a “Tosser”! She 

may not be an ultra-liberal, obsessed “Tosser”, 

but to an ultra-conservative “Saver” like me, 

there can be big (QRO) issues over what stays 

and what goes at the OXB QTH!  

 

That reminds me, I’ve gotta start digging thru my 

Continued on page 6 
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As you can see, this  

newsletter is made up of 

member submissions, so get 

the lead out and send us 

your articles, stories, 

thoughts... 

 

Uffda! 
Winter WX coated the antennas and feedlines at  

WAØTDA with ice, and the birch tree tried its best to 

bring down the OXB Special - to no avail.  The ice really 

made quite a difference in the tuning, and the LDG 

autotuner had to crank away for a while before it  

decided that even previously used frequencies were 

“good to go” again.   Of course when the ice melted, 

the tuning returned to normal.  We were lucky not to get 

much snow and ice in the East Metro.   

 

At Camp Courage, the heavy ice and snow brought a 

tree down onto the 300’ wire antenna, sidelining the 

station for a few days until lumberjacks WAØTDA and 

KBØFWQ could put things right. Remember those Monty 

Python lumberjacks? Well, we are not them, but we are 

not real lumberjacks, either.  Good thing it was a small 

tree!  (See the back page for photos.) 

Prez - from page 2 

I told him he was welcome to come back at any 

time.  He and his father were told of the free clas-

ses that were starting on the 1st of the month at 

the Stillwater Library.   

And…George said we might see him in the  

upcoming ham classes along with Nick and his  

father. 

I want to thank Bill Klundt KGØDX and Wayne  

Johanson WAØEBZ for taking the time out of their 

day to become Nick’s first CW contacts.  After 

Nick left, both told me that they really enjoyed the 

contact.  Nick lit my shack up too! 

73, 

Keith Miller – AGØH 

Max Support! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SARA member Bill Eggers KDØOTB told us on 

several occasions that he was interested in 

VHF communications as well as being in the 

process of getting his Yaesu 897 on the air for 

HF contacts.   

Bill checks in regularly to the SARA Rag Chew 

net on the SARA repeater just about every 

Wednesday night.  Bill had taken note at one 

of our Thursday night eyeballs that we would 

be needing to replace the batteries in the 

repeater hut.  It was mentioned at the time 

that the Club didn’t really have the money to 

buy the AGM type batteries; that we were 

discussing replacing them with deep cycle 

batteries instead.  Bill sent an email asking 

how many batteries we had in the hut and 

wanted to know what type they were.   

that we’re in good shape for backup power 

for at least the next 6 years. When he  

received the information he wanted, he sent 

a check to our Treasurer in the amount of 

$450 which will cover the cost of two new 

AGM type replacements.  All we could say is 

WOW!  and THANKS VERY MUCH, Bill for your 

tremendous support.   

We rely on those batteries to keep the re-

peater up and running at full power (350 

watts ERP) in the event of a power shortage 

for up to 24 hours.  That donation will ensure  

that we’re in good shape for backup power 

for at least the next 6 years.  
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 New Constitution Approved 

 
Thank you to all who participated in the recent constitutional 

vote, which was concluded at the February Monthly Meeting. 

There was considerable concern following failure to reach the 

required 2/3 (approximately 67%) quorum on a similar vote last 

year, so was extremely pleased by the 82.3% who participated 

in this vote. The 82.3% level of participation and the 55 votes in 

favor with 1 opposed (98.2% in favor), is greatly appreciated. 

As a result of the approval of the new Constitution, two new Di-

rector positions were established. Those positions were filled at 

the meeting with George KCØWOA being elected to the office, 

which will expire Jan. 2013, and Bob WØGAF elected to the of-

fice, which will expire Jan. 2014. Thanks to both of these gentle-

men for offering to take on this additional service to SARA. 

73, 

Shel NØDRX 

 

 

 

had a way to teach even some of the more 

complicated math principals in a basic un-

derstandable manner. I have had hams 

whom ended up earning Extra Class Licens-

es, that claimed they would never have 

made it, were it not for having been instruct-

ed by Tony.  

 

When Tony wanted to step down from the 

Coordinator position, we were very fortu-

nate to have Greg KØGW pick up the posi-

tion. We saw a change in some of the in-

structing tools change from the time Tony 

initially started and the time Greg picked up 

from Tony. The transition was made from pri-

marily a slate & marking pen, to a video for-

mat. Under Greg’s leadership, the team 

base of instructors continued to grow, and 

emphasis was put on using the Skywarn 

training in the spring as a lead in to begin-

ning a Technician Class. It seemed only nat-

ural to then offer a General Class in the fall, 

and that has been the usual pattern.  

 

Upon his election to the position as the Di-

rector of the ARRL Dakota Division, Greg 

was not going to have time to continue as 

the SARA Education & Training Coordinator, so 

the baton was passed on to the capable hands 

of Bob WØGAF. The transition was as seamless 

as could be, and the classes continue to run 

smoothly. Attending the classes along with self-

study has proven to be the best method to at-

taining either a new ham license, or an up-

grade.   

 

Thank you again to all instructors past & pre-

sent, as well as the 3 great Coordinators we 

have had. If anyone is interested in being an 

instructor, please contact Bob WØGAF, and 

good luck to the students in the current class. 

Shel NØDRX 

 

  

 
 

 

 

The Stillwater Amateur Radio Associa-

tion is an ARRL Special Service Club.  

Join us online at www.radioham.org. 

Education - From Page 1 
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March 10 - Regular meeting  

Every Tuesday @ 7pm - Slow 

Speed CW Net 3.572 MHz 

March 31 - Midwinter Madness 
Hamfest, Deadline for  
SIGNALS articles 

April 14 - Regular meeting 

Skywarn Class 2012 

The very first Skywarn class in the Twin Cities this 

year was sponsored by SARA and held on Feb. 25. 

Class was well attended and some are planning to 

join us at the Technician License Class. 

 

SARA Technician Class 2012 

 

About fifteen students attended the first session of 

the Technician License Class. 

If indeed we reap what we sow, it looks like a 

good crop this spring! 

instructor stuff to 

collect materials for teaching class this coming 

Thursday. As most of you know, SARA is sponsoring 

a Technician License Class that kicked off March 1 

and runs for 8 weeks. If you’d like a free, basic  

antenna system refresher, stop by the Stillwater 

Library Thursday, March 8 at 6:00-8:00 pm; I’ll  

guarantee a chair for you! Here’s a tip of the SARA 

cap and a flower bouquet to thank Bob (WØGAF) 

for pulling the curriculum together and also to the 

instructors for their teaching time. There’s no doubt 

in my mind about the importance and value of 

SARA doing this! 

QRZ All Amateur Radio Clubs! 

Providing Technician License Class instruction may 

be the single, most important thing clubs can do 

to keep Amateur Radio alive and healthy! Classes 

bring young, new folks into the hobby. As most 

long-time SARA members know, it’s something our 

club has been consistently doing and doing well 

for over 15 years! In fact, some of you may not 

even be licensed had it not been for our classes.                 

Quick Quiz: What is the nickname for Washington 

State? (No fair asking Google!)  

Hint: It’s hidden somewhere in my column this 

month. (Hey, this is a way to boost my readership/

re-readership!) 

73 es CUL, 

Dave (WØOXB) 

OXBism: “Five Good Things to Remember in Life” 

1. Money cannot buy happiness but it's more com-

fortable to cry in a Mercedes than on a bicycle.  

2. Forgive your enemy but remember the SOB’s 

name.  

3. Help someone when they are in trouble; they 

will remember you when they're in trouble again.  

4. Many people are alive only because it's illegal 

to shoot them.  

5. Alcohol does not solve many problems; then 

again, neither does milk.   

Disclaimer 

The information contained in this column is subjective. It is for 

entertainment and educational purposes only and not warran-

tied for content, accuracy, or any other implied or explicit pur-

pose; it may not apply to your situation. The author, publisher 

and distributor provide no warranty regarding the content or 

accuracy of this material. Neither the author nor publisher shall 

be liable for any stress, anxiety or misuse that may result. 

© 2012 WØOXB. All rights reserved. A single copy of this material 

may be reprinted for noncommercial, personal use only.  “OXB,” 

“OXBism,” “OXB Special,” “Counterpoise” and the 

“Counterpoise” logo are trademarks of WØOXB.  

OXB, continued from page 3 



The River Valley Slow Speed CW Net 

Midwinter Madness Hamfest 
Greetings to the hams around the Stillwater area. 
Here's  a short information summary for the Mid-
winter Madness Hamfest. Please  include this in 
your list of announcements for upcoming events. 
  

 -+- -+- -+- -+- -+- -+- -+- -+- 
 MIDWINTER MADNESS 
 Hobby Electronics show 

 Saturday, March 31, 2012 
 8:00AM - 1:00PM 

 Buffalo Civic Center 
 1306 County Road 134 

 Buffalo, MN 55313 
 Talk-in on 147.000 + 

 Web site http://www.k0ltc.org 
 Email k0ltc@k0ltc.org 

 MAPLE GROVE RADIO CLUB 
 PO Box 22613 

 Minneapolis, MN 55422 
 763 537-1722 

 -+- -+- -+- -+- -+- -+- -+- -+- 
  

As you may know, the Robbinsdale Amateur  
Radio Club has a new name and  location. We are 
now the MAPLE GROVE RADIO CLUB in Maple 
Grove, MN.  The web site www.k0ltc.org has not 
changed. For now, the mailing  address, phone 
number, and PO Box have not changed. The  
flyers with  more info and details will be mailed 
out soon. For those who do not  receive a flyer 
and need more information, you can check out 
the web  site, send email to the club at 
k0ltc@k0ltc.org or contact me directly. 
 
73 and lots of DX,  

Tim WD9IGX President, MGRC  

The 80 meter frequency is working out well.  

Everyone can hear everyone else and there isn’t any 

QRM to speak of.  The noise level might pick up as 

summer moves in, but we probably won’t run through 

the summer months since there is way too much out 

door stuff to occupy hams in the summer.  We have 

had as many as 5 check-ins and everyone gets a turn 

or two (no administrative turns here!)  

Come on in; the water is fine!  

Tuesdays at 07:00 Local, 3572 KHz +/- QRM  

(There hasn’t been any QRM yet!) 

Also, Check out these CW sites: 

 www.fists.org (The FISTS CW club) 

 www.fpqrp.org (Flying Pigs QRP CW Club) 

 www.skccgroup.com (Straight Key Century Club) 

73 & GUD CW 

K3PID 

Email List Updated 
 

There have been notices regarding removal from 

the SARA roster and SARA email list sent with dues 

reminders over the past couple of months. Fol-

lowing the February Monthly Meeting, anyone 

who had not paid 2012 dues was removed from 

those lists. An email to that effect was also sent to 

those who have been removed. 

 

Current dues through December 31, 2012 are $20 

for Regular Membership, and $10 for Associate 

Membership. Dues are payable to SARA and 

should be sent to the Treasurer. 

 

73, 

Shel NØDRX 

SARA Treasurer & Trustee  

http://www.k0ltc.org
mailto:k0ltc@k0ltc.org
http://www.k0ltc.org
mailto:k0ltc@k0ltc.org


 

 

What you don’t want to see:  Tree down… on the feedline. 
 
A recent  storm brought  freezing rain followed by falling temperatures and heavy, wet snow 
to Wright County, where the Handiham WØZSW remote base station is located.  A  
(thankfully) smallish pine tree succumbed to the load and broke about three feet up the 
trunk, falling onto the station’s 450 ohm feedline.  The station was taken off the air for three 
and a half days to prevent damage to the transmitter.  Thanks to my helpful crew of camp 
maintenance guys Ben and Tom,  plus the availability of a Bobcat loader to break through 
the snow and ice and the essential chainsaw, the  station is back on the air.  (WAØTDA)  

SARA 

Needs 

YOU! 
 

Get involved, Make a Difference, 

Have  fun! 


