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SARA Nets & Roundtables 

HF Phone Roundtable Daily except 

Tuesday & Thursday @ 20:00 Local on 

1.902 MHz± with alternate 1.955 MHz. 

SARA Repeater Weekly Net Wednesday 

9:00 PM Local WØJH Repeater 147.060 

+114.8  

HF RVSSN CW Tuesday 19:00 Local  

3572 KHz +/- QRM  

Handiham  Nets 

VHF/UHF Daily 11:00 Local on the NØBVE 

Repeater 145.450- & 444.65- ( 114.8), 

Echolink HANDIHAM Node 494492.  Also: I 

IRLP Node 9008 & WIRES #1427.  NCS 

varies.  Sunday session is trivia net. 

HF CW Friday 08:00 CST, 7.112 MHz 

informal slow speed CW Net.  

W8IRT NCS. 

  

Monthly Meeting  
Saturday 11 February 

Boutwells Landing  

Auditorium A 

 Pre-meeting Breakfast &  
Coffee  -  7:30 at Joseph’s 
Restaurant.  Everyone  
welcome.  

 Meeting - 9:00am 

 Program: Dave, WØOXB 
explains how to set up an 
HF station.  

S.A.R.A. is a proud affiliate of the Courage Center Handiham System 

Congratulations SARA 2012 Elected Officers! 

At Saturday's January 14 meeting, the  

following are results of the annual  

election: 

 

President: Keith Miller (AGØH) 

Vice President: Joe Heitzinger (KCØOIO) 

Secretary: Stan Leeson (AEØSL) 

Treasurer: Shel Mann (NØDRX) 

 

Giving your assistance and support are 

probably be the best things you can do to 

welcome this year's officers. 41 votes 

were cast (combined total of e-mail 

and paper ballots) 40 votes resulted in 

the outcome. 

Dave (WØOXB) 

2012 Election Committee Chair 

ARRL Membership 

I wish to remind everyone, that SARA is an ARRL 

Affiliated Special Service Club.   

As of January 24, 2012 the ARRL website listed a 

total of 47 Affiliated Clubs in MN, but only one 

Affiliated Special Service Club.   

If you are a current member of SARA, you can 

stand tall and proud as a member of this very special club.   

To maintain our status as an Affiliated Club, we must maintain a mini-

mum of over 50% of our voting membership also being members of 

the ARRL.  Then to continue our Special Service Club status, we need 

to continue or perhaps even expand the services we are currently 

providing.  Our education, training and support programs throughout 

the year are prime components that we need to continue to work on 

and we continue to ask for help from the membership in these areas. 

We need to file an annual report to maintain 

our affiliation status, and current members can Continued on page 2 

Left to right: 

President Keith Miller 

(AGØH), Secretary Stan 

Leeson (AEØSL), Vice Presi-

dent Joe Heitzinger 

KCØOIO), Treasurer Shel 

Mann (NØDRX) 

http://news.radioham.org/node/4429
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LETTER FROM THE PREZ 

February, 2012 

As I write this, January is all most over and we’ll 

be on downslide slope towards Spring.  It can’t 

come soon enough although our winter (knock 

on wood) has really been mild.  I haven’t really 

minded the smaller bills from Xcel Energy hihi.   

The winter months present more ‘shack’ time for 

our hobby.  That means more time to get on the 

air and share our interests with other hams.  

Take some time, sit down and become more 

‘radio active’ by trying out the many different 

modes of communication available to us.   

Easy you say for those of us who have room for 

outside antennas?  Yes, but more of a challenge 

for those who don’t have the space or means to 

put up antenna arrays.  I would encourage those 

who believe they have no means to listen and 

transmit on HF and VHF/UHF to Google the 

subject of Stealth Antennas.  There are a num-

ber of sites that offer numerous inside and out-

side antennas that will fit the bill.  One of those 

is:  

 

http://www.k2zs.com/indoor-hf-antennas.php.   

 

This is an interesting site that will give you full 

directions on how to install an HF antenna in a 

bedroom!  With our sunspot cycle going up, it 

doesn’t take much power to be able to contact 

many stations on 10 and 15 meters. 

If you decide to put up an indoor antenna, 

there’s always the question as to how much it’s 

going to cost.  Add to that a probable need for 

an antenna tuner and, of course, a transceiver if 

you don’t have one.  If you need advice as to 

what to do or where to get it, give me a phone 

call, email me or come to one of our eyeball or 

general meetings and we’ll be happy to help 

you.  There are many ways to get on the air and 

do it in a frugal way.   

Along the lines of being ‘radio active’, I would 

like to encourage everyone who has 2 meter 

equipment to get on and use our excellent 2 

meter repeater.    

If I’m ‘out and about’, you’ll hear me come on 

frequency saying, “AG0H is monitoring.”   

I had a great QSO with a SARA member  

yesterday and it really helps time to fly when 

you’re alone in the car and have the ability to 

talk to fellow hams.   

At our next General Meeting in February, Dave 

Glas is putting a presentation together on how 

to connect or build an HF radio station.  This 

would be an excellent time for those members 

who have questions to come and get answers. 

I look forward to hearing you on the bands! 

73, 
Keith Miller 
SARA President 
 

   

expect an email from me within the coming 

weeks asking if you are a current member of 

the ARRL.  When you receive that email please 

respond promptly and honestly, so that I can 

submit that report.   

I also want to remind everyone, that we will 

gladly process your new or renewal ARRL Mem-

bership for you.  Current regular new or renewal 

membership in the ARRL is $39 per year.  You 

can either pay the postage and send it in di-

rectly yourself, or give it to me whenever you 

see me, and save the postage.  As an Affiliated 

Club, SARA gets to retain $2 for every renewal 

we process, and we submit the rest to the ARRL 

for your renewal.  If we process a new member-

ship the benefit to SARA is even larger, so 

please consider having your ARRL  

Memberships processed through SARA.  Even if 

you are not a current member of SARA, I will 

certainly consider processing your ARRL mem-

bership if you contact me and can supply ap-

propriate information.   

Shel NØDRX 

SARA Treasurer 

ARRL Benefits: 

http://www.arrl.org/membership 

ARRL Membership - from page 1 

http://www.k2zs.com/indoor-hf-antennas.php
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I can’t imagine what Thomas Alva Edison 

would conclude if he dropped in to see us 

today. Just before the 

Christmas (oops can I 

say that?) holidays, the 

XYL came home with 

some holiday (I know I 

can say that) candles. 

She needed help taking 

them out of that darn 

tough, indestructible 

plastic packaging 

(relates to my January 

column). Much to my 

surprise, I noticed they were battery-

operated. But, to top that off, they had a 

wireless remote control!! Imagine that, re-

mote controlled, battery-operated can-

dles. I really wonder if they carry some kin-

da “green” endorsement but I’m not go-

ing there. (If our capable assistant news-

letter editor has room, you may see a 

photo of this.) What would the father of 

the light bulb have to say about this?! 

Well, at least he should be happy they run 

on D.C. and not A.C.!  

So I was thinking about Tom’s old incan-

descent bulbs the other day. I was at the 

local “Save Big $$” hardware/grocery 

store and have never seen so many folks 

shopping for light bulbs. This mandated 

switch to those “curly-Q” bulbs (yes, I 

know they’re called compact fluorescent 

lights – CFLs) really has caused confusion. 

(If you don’t believe me, call and explain 

exactly which incandescent bulbs I can 

no longer buy – and how about those 

special ones used in ovens, refrigerators, 

ceiling fans, microwaves, automobiles, 

transceivers, etc.) Anyway, the store’s 

clerk was on hand to answer questions 

and make recommendations – he was 

licking his chops as all kinds of lights were 

almost flying off the shelves.  

Don’t get me wrong, I’m all for saving ener-

gy and money but it sticks in my craw when 

the government forces me (us) to buy one 

thing versus another. (Heck, the next thing 

you know they’ll be telling me what to eat 

and drink! Oh, maybe they already are do-

ing that?!) NO, I won’t go into politics here, 

there’s enough of that in 

the news nowadays!  

IMHO: I believe there are 

too many folks on both 

sides of the House and 

Senate aisles saying “I’m 

here from the govern-

ment and I want to help 

you!” (Just how much 

help do I need and how 

much can I afford? Plus, 

how much can I afford to 

pay for those who can’t afford to pay for 

themselves?!) 

Regulating commerce is a darn tricky thing. 

I could use the tobacco industry subsides to 

make my point – maybe I already did. (Ever 

heard of “E85” and ethanol?!) Somehow it 

seems un-American to dictate what our citi-

zens can buy and what our nation’s com-

panies can and can’t manufacture. I can 

hardly imagine what our colonial freedom-

fighters would have to say about this. Envi-

sion Paul Revere (sans “The Raiders” of his 

‘60s band) riding down the cobblestone 

streets of Woodbury crying, “The govern-

ment is coming, the government is coming!”  

Did you know Thomas Edison was a CW op-

erator?! (If you’re following closely, I bet you 

wonder where that came from!) 

My son’s girlfriend (“significant other” seems 

cold; besides it could give the wrong idea) 

has a hall closet at her new home that she’s 

turned into a pantry. (She’s one heck-of-a-

fine cook and has more cooking stuff than 

you can shake a wooden spoon at!) There’s 

no electric light in this new, repurposed clos-

et so for her birthday, while my son and his 

girlfriend are in Duluth for the weekend, I’m 

gonna surprise her by installing one. To 

make a long story medium-long, I visited 

Continued on page 6 
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As you can see, this  

newsletter is made up of 

member submissions, so get 

the lead out and send us 

your articles, stories, 

thoughts... 

Constitutional Vote   

Thank you to all who participated in the 

election of officer process last month.  We 

are facing an even more critical vote in  

February as we once again are asking the 

support of the membership to approve a new 

Constitution.   

A similar proposal failed last year due to  

failure to meet quorum requirements.   

Regardless if you are for or against the  

current proposal, I ask that you please vote, 

so we do not encounter the quorum issue this 

time around. 

As in the past, we will be using electronic  

voting prior to the February 11, 2012 meeting 

and in person voting at that meeting for 

those wishing to do so.  The proposed  

Constitution has been posted on the SARA 

website since about the 3rd week in Decem-

ber and can be viewed by going to the fol-

lowing link: http://news.radioham.org/sites/

default/files/SARA%20C&B%20Final%20Ver%

20Dec17.doc 

All 2011 & 2012 members of SARA with a valid 

email on record should receive info on the 

voting process as well as an attached PDF  

version of the proposed Constitution.    

Only 2012 members with voter eligibility will 

be allowed to vote.   

I am including the expired 2011 members on 

the email ballot list, as they may pay 2012 

dues prior to the beginning of the Feb. 11th 

meeting and then be eligible to vote.  Any-

one who is not a current 2012 member fol-

lowing that meeting is subject to being re-

moved from the roster and current email list.     

Assuming the proposed Constitution is  

approved at the February meeting, we 

would then conduct a nomination and  

election at that meeting to fill the two  

director positions that would be created  

under that Constitution.  Anyone who would 

either like to be a candidate, or would like to 

nominate a 2012 member to be a candidate 

for a director position, please let me know.  I 

will see that all valid candidates are listed 

and we will also be asking for nominations 

from the floor prior to selecting our new  

directors.   

1.902 MHz  

+/- a few 

 

 
The round-robin ragchew group that meets 

five nights a week on the Top Band has been 

doing some talking. Since it’s a ragchew and 

not a net, that’s what they do nightly from 

8:00 – 9:00 except Tuesdays and Thursdays. It 

seems hams in other parts of the country are 

getting on about the same time and same 

frequency – hence, QRM! The group consen-

sus is to try to stay near 1.902 MHz but folks 

wishing to participate should consider tuning 

up and down the band ~10 KHz (from ~1.892 

to ~1.912 MHz). A secondary/alternate fre-

quency of 1.963 MHz is being studied as a 

back-up frequency to QSY if the primary spot 

is unavailable. In the mean time, all who wish 

to “get on the payroll” are encouraged to 

use the big knob on the front of their rigs to 

tune around to find the group. (Note:  

Although many who participate in the  

ragchew are SARA members, club  

membership is not a requirement. All are  

welcome to join.) 

Dues for 2012 are now past due and obviously 

must be paid in order to be eligible to vote or 

hold any SARA office.  Current dues for each 

individual member, family member, and  

student member are $20.  Dues need to go to 

the Treasurer and may be paid in either cash 

or check made out to SARA, but please do not 

mail cash.   

 

Shel Mann NØDRX 

SARA Treasurer/Trustee 

1618 Pine St W 

Stillwater, MN 55082 

http://news.radioham.org/sites/default/files/SARA%20C%26B%20Final%20Ver%20Dec17.doc
http://news.radioham.org/sites/default/files/SARA%20C%26B%20Final%20Ver%20Dec17.doc
http://news.radioham.org/sites/default/files/SARA%20C%26B%20Final%20Ver%20Dec17.doc
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Joe, KCØOIO , takes charge in the kitchen.  Okay, outside the 

kitchen.  That Dutch oven cooking is good stuff!  

Bob, WØGAF , Dave, WØOXB , and Joe, KCØOIO  at the 

PSK-31 station in our cabin in the Woodland Camp.  

It’s over to the Handiham HQ at the Camp  

Reception Center.  The gang checked out  

equipment like this stack of tuners.  WØOXB 

gives an overview of the repairs while N5JLZ, 

KCØUHY, and KØGCP look on.  

A high-altitude balloon payload 

went through a diagnostic session, 

thanks to John, KCØUHY.  

MN QSO Party and Handiham Clean Up Day 

Last weekend we had an opportunity to combine a volunteer activity, helping Handihams 

with a project to assess equipment and organize the HQ shack AND to operate during MN 

QSO Party.  Several of us stayed overnight on Friday, while others joined us Saturday morning. 

Avery, KØHLA, and Pat, WAØTDA, are not pictured. Thanks to all who made the event a  

success!  We will have a report at the club meeting.  
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 Feb. 11 - Regular meeting and 
vote on Constitution 

 Every Tuesday @ 7pm - Slow 

Speed CW Net 3.572 MHz 

 Feb. 29 - Deadline for  
SIGNALS articles 

 March 10 - Regular meeting 

covering from a fall that resulted in three 

busted ribs. Please keep Marv, his XYL Carol 

and their family in your thoughts and prayers. 

And, while you’re at it, let’s hope Tennersee 

Ed (WØDIR) is quickly recuperating from his 

altercation with an exercise treadmill! (Ed, 

have you done this before?!) Hurry back 

guys, to full-strength QRO operation!! 

That’s about it for this month. Oh, I forgot to 

mention – be sure to attend the February 11 

Monthly meeting. They twisted my arm into 

talking (you probably won’t find that too 

hard to believe!) about setting up a ham sta-

tion. I bet we’ll all learn something! 

73 es CUL, 

Dave (WØOXB) 

OXBism: I believe the most fun in learning 

something is when you analyze the things you 

think you already know! 

Disclaimer 

The information contained in this column is subjective. It is for 

entertainment and educational purposes only and not warran-

tied for content, accuracy, or any other implied or explicit pur-

pose; it may not apply to your situation. The author, publisher 

and distributor provide no warranty regarding the content or 

accuracy of this material. Neither the author nor publisher shall 

be liable for any stress, anxiety or misuse that may result. 

© 2012 WØOXB. All rights reserved. A single copy of this material 

may be reprinted for noncommercial, personal use only.  

“OXB,” “OXBism,” “OXB Special,” “Counterpoise” and the 

“Counterpoise” logo are trademarks of WØOXB.  

some hardware 

stores to buy a light fixture, a wall switch and 

related installation hardware. (Yes, I know I 

also need 14/2 AWG with ground Romex® 

wire and Scotchlok® wire connectors – but of 

course I had those items and many more ly-

ing around in my shack.)  

This is when I learned, according to the Na-

tional Electric Code (NEC), that exposed in-

candescent lights in this application are a no-

no! Basically paraphrasing; this is deemed a 

dusty, enclosed environment that can catch 

fire if proper lighting precautions are not tak-

en. Suffice it to say, I will install per current 

NEC. 

If you’re interested go here for a summary; 

like me – you may learn something important: 

http://garages.about.com/od/

closetstorageideas/qt/closet_lights_rules.htm 

On a totally different and very important sub-

ject; did you know there’s a vote coming up 

at February’s monthly meeting? SARA mem-

bers with e-mail should have received a note 

from Trustee/Treasurer Shel (NØDRX) with vot-

ing information and a copy of the proposed 

Constitution and Bylaws. It’s extremely im-

portant that you vote – so the club can move 

forward! (Unfortunately, if you don’t vote, it’s 

the same as a “No” vote.) 

IMHO: I support the proposed Constitution 

and Bylaws! No, it’s not perfect; no, it doesn’t 

address all my suggestions. (Heck, what do I 

know, I was only president for ten years dur-

ing SARA’s peak growth period!) But, I’m con-

vinced that no one is trying to “pull a fast 

one” on anybody. Proposed changes to the 

current Constitution and Bylaws will allow the 

club to be more efficient and may even 

make it a bit easier to manage. Those of you 

who’ve held office in SARA know this is im-

portant to the continued success of the club. 

Others who’ve not been closely involved in 

the club’s leadership, please believe me 

when I say, “SARA needs your support and 

vote FOR the proposed Constitution and By-

laws!” Can we please just “Git-R-Done”?!  

In closing, I want you to know at press time, 

Marv (WØMGI) is again in the hospital. This 

Master, World-class DXer and avid ham is re-

OXB, continued from page 3 

http://garages.about.com/od/closetstorageideas/qt/closet_lights_rules.htm
http://garages.about.com/od/closetstorageideas/qt/closet_lights_rules.htm


The River Valley Slow Speed CW Net 

Midwinter Madness Hamfest 
Greetings to the hams around the Stillwater area. 
Here's  a short information summary for the Mid-
winter Madness Hamfest. Please  include this in 
your list of announcements for upcoming events. 
  

 -+- -+- -+- -+- -+- -+- -+- -+- 
 MIDWINTER MADNESS 
 Hobby Electronics show 

 Saturday, March 31, 2012 
 8:00AM - 1:00PM 

 Buffalo Civic Center 
 1306 County Road 134 

 Buffalo, MN 55313 
 Talk-in on 147.000 + 

 Web site http://www.k0ltc.org 
 Email k0ltc@k0ltc.org 

 MAPLE GROVE RADIO CLUB 
 PO Box 22613 

 Minneapolis, MN 55422 
 763 537-1722 

 -+- -+- -+- -+- -+- -+- -+- -+- 
  

As you may know, the Robbinsdale Amateur  
Radio Club has a new name and  location. We are 
now the MAPLE GROVE RADIO CLUB in Maple 
Grove, MN.  The web site www.k0ltc.org has not 
changed. For now, the mailing  address, phone 
number, and PO Box have not changed. The  
flyers with  more info and details will be mailed 
out soon. For those who do not  receive a flyer 
and need more information, you can check out 
the web  site, send email to the club at 
k0ltc@k0ltc.org or contact me directly. 
 
73 and lots of DX,  

Tim WD9IGX President, MGRC  

  The migration to 80 meters is complete and check-

ins have picked up! The CW on 3572 KHz location is 

of course one frequency and mode that is available to 

all— Novice thru Extra!  

  Just a thought though, if you are listening in, don’t be 

discouraged if we seem to be going too fast!!!!  CW 

operators have a tendency to drift up in speed to 

whatever speed they are comfortable at.  This makes 

running a slow speed net a bit of a challenge. Re-

member, we WILL slow down as needed for YOU! 

The rule of a net control station (NCS) is send at the 

speed of the slowest member!  Generally, all check-

ins will follow the speed of the NCS. 

 So come on in! The water is fine! Tuesdays at 07:00 

Local, 3572 KHz +/- QRM ( hasn’t been any QRM 

yet!). 

Don’t forget to check out the various CW contest, 

sprints, etc.  A quick look at the ARRL Contest Corral 

shows 21 of 27 contests include CW. 

73 & GUD CW - K3PID 

Circuit Quiz:  Here is a 

question that might 

have been in the FCC 

administered test for 

General or Technician 

in 1960.  

What type of oscillator 

is figure 1? 

A. Hartley 

B. Colpitts 

C. None of these 

The correct answer is Colpitts of course.  The clue 

is the capacitor divider used for feedback.  The 

Hartley design would use an inductor divider.  I 

recall using the C in Colpitts to remember! C for 

Colpitts, C for Capacitor. If the answers include 

Clapp, Seiler, or Vackar you could get into  

trouble :>) 

http://www.k0ltc.org
mailto:k0ltc@k0ltc.org
http://www.k0ltc.org
mailto:k0ltc@k0ltc.org
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Plus some other possibly interesting stuff.  Read & enjoy! 

SARA 

Needs 

YOU! 
 

Get involved, Make a Difference, 

Have  fun! 


