
©2011 The Stillwater Amateur Radio Association  

An ARRL Affiliate & Special Service Club 
WØJH February  

2011 

ANNOUNCMENTS 

 

 

SARA Nets & Roundtables 

HF Phone Roundtable Daily except 

Tuesday & Thursday @ 20:00 Local on 

1.902 MHz± with alternate 1.955 MHz. 

SARA Repeater Weekly Net Wednesday 

9:00 PM Local WØJH Repeater 147.060 

+114.8, Echolink WØJH-R Node 306408 

HF CW Tuesday 7:00 PM Local 7105 KHz 

RVSSN Slow Speed CW. (Starting 

February 15th) 

Handiham  Nets 

VHF/UHF Daily except Sunday 11:00 

Local on the NØBVE Repeater 145.450-  

& 444.65- ( 114.8), Echolink HANDIHAM 

Node 494492.  Also: IRLP Node 9008 & 

WIRES #1427.  NCS varies.  

HF CW Friday 08:00 CST, 7.112 MHz 

informal slow speed CW Net.  

W8IRT NCS. 

 

 

  

Meet the SARA Officers for 2011!  

No, it’s not a police lineup! But it IS a GREAT lineup of SARA officers 

for 2011!  In this issue we are featuring short autobiographies from 

the new officers. Read about our new president Keith Miller, AGØH, 

on page 4, our new treasurer & trustee Shel Mann, NØDRX, on page 

6, VP Joe Heitzinger, KCØOIO, on page 7, and Secretary Mike 

Paskeuric, NØODK, on page 3. 

Letter from the Prez 

SARA Bounces Back in 2011!             

The elections have brought us a new Executive 

Team.  Enthused members have come forward and  

volunteered their time with new ideas to putting our club 

back on track.  That is, back on track to again making 

SARA the best club it can be!  

Continued page 2 

February Meeting  

Saturday February 12th  

at Boutwells Landing  

North Entrance, Gables - lower level  

Business meeting at 9:00 O’clock 

Program 

Greg, KØGW, Dakota Division 

Director, presents  ―The ARRL You 

Don't Know‖ and Skip, KSØJ, MN 

Section Manager, will give us an 

update on Section Activities. 

Pre-meeting Breakfast & Coffee  

7:30 at Joseph’s Restaurant!  

S.A.R.A. is a proud affiliate of the Courage Center Handiham System 
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   We‘re starting off with a new ‗Signals 

from SARA‘ newsletter that will be pub-

lished during the second week of every 

month right here on the web site. Co-

editors Ron Harshbarger, K3PID, and Pat 

Tice, WAØTDA, will bring you the  

latest and greatest news that will leave 

you more than satisfied and eagerly 

awaiting the next issue.    

   In addition to the newsletter, we invite 

you to check out the current news on 

our great website, www.radioham.org, 

There, you will find any last-minute 

changes to planned events and timely 

information that can‘t wait for the next 

newsletter. 

   Activities and Events Chair Dave Glas, 

WØOXB, has been working on schedul-

ing programs for Fox Hunting, Back to 

CW, Satellite Communications, ARRL Up-

dates from your Division Director, and 

more.  The Split Rock Special Event has 

again been scheduled for November 

and we‘re just getting started. 

   Of course, our excellent Education Co-

ordinator Bob Jensen, WØGAF, has ar-

ranged for an eight week Technician 

Class course starting on March 3rd.  This is 

an excellent opportunity for those who 

don‘t have their licenses to get on 

board, The class is free to members and 

non-members alike. 

   There are other, and not any less im-

portant, volunteers who make your club 

strong and who volunteer their time and 

professional knowledge to keep this club 

strong.  Space limits us from giving them 

all credit, but most of us who have been 

with this club know who they are and we 

all owe them our gratitude and appreci-

ation.   

  Our General meetings on the se-

cond Saturday of every month 

(excluding June, July and August) 

are an opportunity to socialize with 

people who have similar interests in 

Amateur Radio.  And----advice is al-

ways given freely for free! (Is that an 

OXBism?) 

   Public Service is another activity 

many of our members take part 

in.  You as an Amateur Radio Opera-

tor can be of great help to the pub-

lic.  Many charitable races and mar-

athons are run here in the Metro area 

and the organizers of those races 

recognize the value of having radio 

amateurs stationed along the routes 

providing welfare and update com-

munications. Some of those events 

have been coordinated by SARA 

leaders and your help as a volunteer 

in those events will be welcomed. 

You can also take advantage of the 

free training that is provided by the 

Washington County ARES group.  As 

an ARES member, you will learn how 

to become proficient in emergency 

communications and be ready to 

assist if the needs for emergency 

communications arise. 

   There are more benefits that we as 

members can enjoy and space limits 

me from listing them all.  I would be 

remiss, though, if I didn‘t mention the 

great experiences members get from 

participating in Field Day.  That is al-

ways held in June and always pro-

vides a great social and learning ex-

perience for all who attend.  If you 

Bounces Back from page 1 

Continued page 3 
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don‘t know what exactly happens at 

Field Day, ask any member.  He/she will 

be glad to ‗bend your ear‘ and try to 

convince you to take part when it 

As you can see, this  

newsletter is made up of 

member submissions, so 

get the lead out and start 

submitting – 

WØJH: A bit of history 

Reverend George Metcalf was the original 

holder of the WØJH callsign. This QSL was 

sent to Sister Alverna O‘Laughlin, WAØSGJ, 

as a commemorative rather than a confir-

mation of a contact. 

MEET THE OFFICERS: 

Mike Paskeuric  NØODK  

2011 SARA Secretary 

 

   Hi, I‘m ―High Tower Mike‖. 

My wife is hi,  NØCHI.   I‘ve 

been a Ham since 1991 

and SARA member since 

1991. I've been DXing on 

HF since 1999 when I started during my 

DXpedition trip to Vietnam 3W6DK.   

   I love chasing IOTAs also and some 

contesting.  Favorite bands are 15 me-

ters and 160 meters. I have 301 DXCC 

worked and confirmed with two delet-

ed. About 420 IOTAs worked and 310 

confirmed. I have WAS on 40 and 80 

meters and just need Hawaii for my 160 

meter Worked All States. I was Presi-

dent of TCDXA club  for 2 years in 2008 

and 2009. Also VP of SARA in 2008. Oth-

er hobbies are reading books, chess, 

and several aquariums experimenting 

with hi-tech CO2 and RO water in 

planted aquariums. I look forward to 

being part of the SARA comeback! 

 

73 Mike, NØODK 

Stay tuned and as always, we wel-

come your suggestions and efforts to 

make SARA a better experience for 

everyone.  SARA has always been and 

will continue to be a strong and viable 

Club. 

 

73, 

Keith Miller - AGØH 

President - SARA 

Bounces Back from page 2 
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Circuit Quiz 

In the circuit below, when the switch is 

closed what would be the voltage across 

R2? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

R1

3.5kΩ

R2

2kΩ
R3

2kΩ

R4

2.2kΩ

R5

3.3kΩ

V1

12 V 

MEET THE OFFICERS: 

Keith Miller AGØH  

2011 SARA President 

   I am currently  

retired, happily  

married and the 

grandparent of  

eight grandchil-

dren.  My wife and 

I have four kids.   

   I worked for the  

City of St. Paul as 

a police officer for 

32 years.  My  

duties during that 

time touched all areas of law enforcement 

from street patrol, supervision assignments 

(patrol & administration) and conducting 

investigations in the Sex Crimes and Homi-

cide Units.  I retired with the rank of Ser-

geant.   

   I held a First Class Radiotelephone license 

prior to getting my ham license.  I finally 

decided to learn the code and went from 

a Novice to an Extra Class licensee be-

tween the latter part of 1978 and July of 

1979. My interests are my family, rag chew-

ing on 160 and 80 meters and some DXing 

along with  kit building, computers, and 

relaxing ‗up north‘.   I look forward to serv-

ing you as your President for 2011.   

73, Keith, AGØH 

DID YOU KNOW? 

As of the end of October 2010 there were 

694,991 licensed amateur radio operators in 

the US.  That‘s a record high number….  

On our website 

www.radioham.org 

Our full-service website is a resource for 

current information, last-minute changes 

in meeting times and events, web-only 

stories, and archived news.  

Review the January 

2011 meeting minutes 

and reports.  

Access archived news-

letters using the menu 

in the left sidebar.  
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MEET THE OFFICERS: 

Shel Mann NØDRX 

2011 SARA Treasurer & Trustee! 

  

    Initially became slightly interested in HAM radio 

while in Boy Scouts, but did not know any amateur 

radio operators, so settled on doing some casual short 

wave listening on an old AM radio that allowed me to 

listen to a few DX broadcast stations.  Bought a Lafa-

yette receiver as a kit when I was 18 and in college, 

and a college friend helped me put it together.  The 

first antenna was nothing but a short wire hooked to 

the screen on my dorm window, and it actually 

worked, though obviously not very well. 

   Radio interests soon fell by the wayside as college, 

military service, then more college, and work commit-

ments took control of my time schedule.  Upon mar-

riage to my ―child bride‖ in 1967, Mary was in the pro-

cess of merging my supply of books with hers, when 

she came running to me with my copy of an early 

ham radio license manual and was wondering why I 

had that book, as she had the identical book.  That 

was when I initially found that Mary was from an ―all 

ham family‖.  She had originally been licensed as a 

Novice somewhere around 1959, but her licensed had 

lapsed.  Her dad as well as her two brothers were 

hams as well.  Once I had completed college, the 

match was lit for me to rekindle my long dormant in-

terest in ham radio. 

   After many monthly trips to face the FCC Examiner 

in St Paul, where I failed the 5 WPM code exam, I 

eventually passed it and then easily passed the Tech 

theory exam to finally come home as a new Techni-

cian licensee.  I proceeded to work on the code for 

the 13 WPM code and General theory exam.  Never 

found code easy nor to my liking, but the progression 

to 13 and later to 20 WPM were easier than the initial 

code exam had been.  Had no problem passing the 

corresponding General, Advanced, or Extra theory 

exams in front of the FCC, but did find the old Ad-

vanced exam to be the toughest of the bunch. 

   Shortly after getting my initial Tech license, I became 

a Life Member of the ARRL.  Purchase of an inexpen-

sive wedding ring for my ―child bride‖ was certainly 

the best purchase I have ever made, but that ARRL 

membership has to be a pretty close second.  

   When the FCC was getting out of the ham license 

exam process and moving to a VEC process, I 

signed on to be a VE initially with the W5YI group 

and shortly after with the ARRL VEC.  Initially a VE 

had to hold an Extra class license.  At that time 

most of the SARA membership held Tech or Gen-

eral licenses, and we had just 3 Extras in the club.  

From that core I began the SARA VE program. 

   My personal ham radio interests are centered 

around basic HF sideband operation.  While I have 

not been very ―radioactive‖ lately, I enjoy mobile 

operation from 10m through 160m, working several 

of the WAS nets, county hunting, special events, 

and a good old fashion rag chew from time to 

time. 

   In addition to being a member of SARA, Life 

Member of ARRL, I am also a member of the fol-

lowing amateur radio groups and hold the follow-

ing certification numbers: 

10-10:  Lifetime Member #40654 

Century Club:  (WAS net, hold multiple certificate 

numbers for operation on 40, 75m & 160m) 

HHH:  #789 (WAS net) 

OMISS:  #1540 (WAS net) 

YLISSB:  #13993 (WAS & social net) 

Geratol:  #1028  (WAS award issued May 6, 1986, 

for working all states on 75m band in the extra 

class portion of the band with 1x2 or 2x1 callsigns) 

IPHG:  #147(International Pharmacist Ham Group) 

MARAC: #R1764 (Mobile Amateur Radio Awards 

Club, which is a County Hunter Club.  Received 

the Presidents Award in 1991, Merit Award in 1993, 

and Nominated for SSB County Hunter of the Year 

in 1993-but lost the election) 

USA-CA:  #865 (CQ award issued 3 April 1995, for 

working all US counties) 

Mary & I are charter members of SARA, and have 

found the di-

versity of inter-

ests and activi-

ties within the 

club to be 

major attrac-

tions.  We have 

continued to reinforce the ―ham family‖ tradition, 

as all 3 of our kids are also hams, as well as two of 

their significant others.  We also have an uncle on 

one side of our family and a nephew on the other 
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MEET THE OFFICERS: 

Joe Heitzinger KCØOIO 

2011 SARA Vice President! 

 

Hello, I'm Joe 

Heitzinger, 

KC0OIO, Vice Pres-

ident for the com-

ing year. I've been 

in Amateur Radio 

for nearly 9 years, earning my Tech ticket 

in November of 2002. I upgraded to 

General in June of 2003 and Amateur 

Extra in December 2005. I have been 

participating in SARA events and activi-

ties since early in 2003. Many of you 

have know me as a past EC and current 

AEC/Nets for Washington County ARES, 

SARA's Field Day Chair from 2004 through 

2007, and ADA Tour De Cure communi-

cations organizer through 2010. I enjoy 

the opportunity to serve the communities 

with Amateur Radio through the various 

public service and ARES activities. 

   I have been married to my extremely 

patient wife, Marie, and September will 

mark our 25th anniversary. We have 1 

son, Jacob who is now 17 (and driv-

ing!?!?). Jake, KD0JTG, earned his Tech 

ticket a little over a year ago. Amateur 

Radio is just one activity for me.  

   I am an active Assistant Scoutmaster 

for Boy Scout Troop 82 in St Paul, as well 

as a counselor for the Radio Merit 

Badge. I have been a member of the St 

Paul Police Band for more than 23 years 

as a drummer and recently become a 

Drum Major, leading the band in several 

parades a year. Look for me out front of 

the band for the Winter Carnival Torch-

light Parade on the 5th of February.  

   I also enjoy woodworking when other 

things are happening. I work for ISC Com-

panies in Plymouth as Design and Produc-

tion Coordinator, which means I do eve-

rything from machine and part design us-

ing 3D CAD software, order processing, 

purchasing, and even production and 

assembly work as the need arises. 

   I look forward to serving the members of 

SARA as we turn this corner and move  

forward making SARA stronger than it is  

today.  

73, Joe, KCØOIO 

Answer to Circuit Quiz! 

Th
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1944 - $1.00 ~ 500 pages     2011 - $49.95 ~ 1,400+ pages & CD 



The River Valley Slow Speed CW Net 

   Ok, This time for real! Dig out your key, Iambic 

Paddle, Vibroplex® Bug, or just two stripped wires and 

find the CW mode button on that computerized rig so 

we can have a little fun with the original digital mode! 

 

   We’ll start the net on Tuesday February 15th at 

19:00 Local. We will try 7105 KHz ± QRM. 

 

   K3PID will be NCS (That‘s the Net Control Station) 

and we will run it as a sort-of-traffic-net. But it will be 

VERY informal and we probably won‘t get any traffic 

at least for awhile. Whether you are comfortable at 35 

wpm or 5 wpm you can check-in and have a little on-

air fun. Don‘t worry though, we ALWAYS go as slow as 

YOU want! Heck, we have been known to go Soooo 

Slooow that folks could look up the characters in the 

handbook….  

 

   

Mark Your Calendars! 

 

Skywarn Training 

February 26th at the Stillwater Public Library 

10:30 AM to 03:30 PM 

 

Technician License Class 

Stillwater Public Library, Thursdays 

March 3rd thru April 28th ( Ex March 17th) with 

VE Testing May 5th. 

 

SARA Monthly Meeting Programs 

 

 March 12th—Steve (ABØXE) SEMARC President on 

Satellite Communications. 

 

 April 9th—Ron (K3PID) on The Art & Skill of Fox-

hunting ( RDF). 

 

 May 14th—Ron (K3PID) on CW the Original Digital 

Mode. 

OK, Listen up Old Timers! (We can say that because 

we are both Old Timers!) We would really like to  

publish your stories about your NOVICE days!  

 What was your first rig (Transmitter/Receiver) 

 Did you have an Elmer? 

 Who gave you the Novice test? 

 Do you remember your first CW contact? 

 Did you do anything  in a club? 

 Did your school have a station? 

  You don‘t have to be a professional writer! Just 

send us your thoughts and remembrances and give 

us a little editorial license and it will be great reading.  

Type it into an email or attach almost anything with 

text in it and send it to: 

 

K3PID or WAØTDA 
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SARA 

Needs 

YOU! 
 

Get involved, Make a Difference, 

Have  fun! 


