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WØJH 

Announcements 

 

 

SARA Nets & Roundtables 

HF Phone Roundtable Daily except 

Tuesday & Thursday @ 20:00 Local on 

1.903 MHz± with alternate 1.955 MHz. 

SARA Repeater Weekly Net Wednesday 

21:00 Local WØJH Repeater  

147.060 MHz +    114.8 Hz tone 

Handiham  Nets 

VHF/UHF Daily 11:00 Local on the NØBVE 

Repeater 145.450- & 444.65- ( 114.8), 

Echolink HANDIHAM Node 494492.   

WIRES #1427.   

NCS varies.  Sunday session is a 

roundtable. 

HF CW Friday 08:00 CST, 7.112 MHz 

informal slow speed CW Net.  

W8IRT NCS.  Email: w8irt@aol.com  

Tech Net at 19:00 Central Time 

Thursdays, same nodes/frequencies as 

above.  

  

     Signals from SARA 

Monthly Meeting  
Saturday 12 January 2013 

Boutwells Landing  
Auditorium A 
 

 Pre-meeting Breakfast &  
Coffee  -  7:30 at Joseph’s 
Restaurant.   

 Meeting - 9:00am 

 Program:  Elections, White 
Elephant Exchange 

 Raffle Prizes Galore!  

S.A.R.A. is a proud affiliate of the Courage Center Handiham System 

 

January 
2013 

SARA White Elephant Exchange Party (SWEEP) 

 
At our first monthly club meeting for 
2013, we've decided to hold the ever-
popular, always fun White Elephant gift 
exchange.  

 

 

 

Although there won’t be any pigs with wings (trust me, it’s a long 
story!) showing up to our knowledge – it’s a great way to start off 
the New Year!! (According to an unnamed but reliable source, the 
current owner of the infamous “Flying Pig” will not be putting it up 
for grabs this year!!) 
 
When: Saturday, January 12 
 
Where: Boutwells Landing 
13575 - 58th Street N. 
Oak Park Heights 
Auditorium A (lower level) 
 

Objectives:  

 
1. Clean your Shack of something(s) you no longer need or want!  

(Surely you can find something – oh, and don’t call me Shirley!) 
2. End up going home with something more useful or desirable 
than you started with! 

(If it’s very large, you may have to sneak it in when no one is 
home!) 
3. Of course FUN and SURPRISES during the event are expected 
– and guaranteed! 

(You have to admit, this is pretty cheap entertainment!) 
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 One man’s junk is another man’s treasure!  

 Out with the old; in with the new. 

It’s likely your XYL/OM/significant other will be so happy with you for getting rid of stuff lying around the 
QTH; you’ll be able to reward yourself with something new and/or different!  

Remember, we’re all in this together – however YMMV!!  
 
Details & Rules: 
 

 Each participant brings at least one wrapped “White Elephant” gift. This could be something you 
have lying around your Ham Shack that you don’t use or no longer need. If you don’t have a “White 
Elephant” you're willing to part with (hey, I’ll REALLY be surprised!), then buy something with a 
maximum value of ~$10. (How ‘bout making a trip to the Ax-man Surplus or Goodwill Store?!) 

 Numbers are put into a hat, equal to the number of gifts brought by members. 

 Each participant draws a number from the hat. (Those who bring more than one gift can draw as 
many numbers as the gifts they bring.) 

 The person with number “1” goes first. (Well, who the heck do you think would start?!) 

 The first person chooses one of the wrapped gifts and opens it. (You do not have to save the wrap-
ping paper!) 

 The person with number “2” is next and has a choice. (Decisions, decisions!) This person can se-
lect either the unwrapped gift from the first person or – can choose to open one of the wrapped 
gifts.  

 If anyone has the gift they selected and unwrapped taken away from them (chosen by a subse-
quent participant), they can choose an unwrapped gift that someone else has (except the one tak-
en from them) or choose one of the wrapped gifts.  

 A person cannot choose back a gift from the person who just took it from that person in that 
round.  It is allowable to choose that gift back again in a later round.  

 The “round” continues until each person who has had a gift – again has a gift, whether exchanged 
or opened.    

 The person holding the next, sequential number begins the next round.  

 The exchange continues until all participants have one gift and all gifts are exchanged. (It ain’t over 
till it’s over!) 
 
Notes:  

 Don’t spend a lot of time on wrapping. Heck, you can use paper 
or plastic grocery bags – or even garbage sacks for large, odd 
shaped items. 

 We encourage you to look thru your Shack for an item you no 
longer want. (As a last resort, you can always buy something 
tacky?! But, remember “tacky” to a ham is relative!) 

 If you REALLY have nothing to bring from your Shack, can you 
say “HOARDER”!!  

   (Counselors will be available at a special, reduced rate for all ARRL members!)  
Yes Virginia, there is a Santa Claus! We hope to see you all there!  
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LETTER FROM THE PREZ – January - 2013 
 

I would like to take this final opportunity as your President to say thank you for your 

support in helping us to make our fine organization one of the ‘best’.  It’s been a 

pleasure working with/for you and all of our club officers and volunteers during the 

past two years.  Together, we’ve brought SARA back in good financial condition 

and enacted a Constitution that will better serve our members well into the future.   

Our members definitely have demonstrated through their efforts that this is an Association we can all 

be proud of.  We are a social organization that has also been successful in supporting the hobby of 

Amateur Radio through the many facets we do as a Special Service Club.   

It is my hope that you will continue to support our next President after he is voted into office this month.  

His name is Peter Howard and his call is NØGRM.  After several meetings and conversations with him 

over the past several months, I believe he’s well qualified and motivated to lead our Association.  I’ve 

asked Peter to write a biographical sketch to assist those of you who don’t know him.  I would encour-

age you to read it in this issue.  

I would be remiss if I didn’t thank the help I received from SARA’s Officers, Directors and Volunteers.  

Please continue to support their efforts.  Over the past two years, we’ve got quite a lot accomplished:  

Special Events organized/executed, programs presented, Field Days held, Licensing/Skywarn classes 

organized/held, newsletters published, other activities/MAP projects and the lists go on.  And a special 

THANK YOU to Dave Glas for the myriad of efforts he has given in support of our Club.  What a 

TEAM!   

I sincerely hope you and yours had a Happy New Year!  As we head into these long 3 months of win-

ter, you might find that you have a little more time to enjoy our hobby.  It’s a great time to work more 

DX, assemble a new QRP rig, fire up one of those ‘new’ Raspberry PI computers, ----and the list goes 

on.  One of the fine benefits you get as a member is the knowledge that there are fellow members you 

can call on if you have a question regarding any facet of our hobby.  I know from experience that if the 

person you call doesn’t know the answer, he or she will know someone who does and help you get 

that answer. 

Please join us at our General Meeting on Saturday, January 12 at Boutwells Landing.  We’ll have a fun 

program (see the front page), great raffle prizes and, of course, a great time in socializing.  Don’t forget 

(if you get up early enough) to join us for a pre-meeting breakfast (7:30 a.m.) at Joseph’s Restaurant 

located on Highway 36 in Stillwater.  You might hear some ‘tall tales’ but you certainly will benefit from 

enjoying the fine food.  See you there and keep on ‘hammin’….. 

73, 
 
Keith Miller – AGØH 
SARA President    
 
 
 

Footnote:   I’ve just learned that SARA Director George Madline KCØWOA became a Silent Key yesterday, 

1/1/13.  George was a former President of SARA and was elected a Director of our Association last year.  He was 

quick to step forward and volunteer his talents and time.  He will be greatly missed .  We have no further infor-

mation from the family at this time but  we’ll pass on any information we receive from the family. 
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Like others, I was really surprised to 
hear about George Madline (KCØWOA) 
passing away. I don’t know the details, 
not that it would make any difference, 
but guess it’s human nature to try to  

understand why things happen.  

I remember meeting George about six years 
ago. He dropped in to see us at the Eye 
Ball QSO Party when we met at Courage 
St. Croix. As a newly licensed Technician, 
he was interested in learning more about 
Amateur Radio. He soon became a regular 
at meetings and was involved in various 
activities. About a year later, I figured I 
needed to push him a bit to take some im-
portant action. We were sitting together at 
Field Day when I recall saying “George, 
you’ve been coming to SARA meetings and 
doing stuff with us for over a year; how ‘bout 
becoming an official SARA member?” In his 
quiet, reserved fashion he thought a mo-
ment, said “I suppose” and handed me $20 

for dues. The rest is history. 

 

George upgraded to Extra, participated in 
most club events, community service activi-
ties and in 2010 was elected president. He 

rarely missed a Board Meeting or Eye Ball 
QSO Party. He was polite, reserved and al-
ways quietly ready to help someone. I wish I 
had gotten to know George better. I will miss 

him! 

 

When considering things 
to write about this month; 
I decided to take a break 
and go for a walk. Since 
Christmas and New 
Years took their toll on 
my caloric intake, some 
exercise may even help more than my mind. 
So down the road I went. I think the warm 
temperature the forecasters talked about 
was over-rated. Dressed in layers and wear-
ing my “blaze orange flapper” hat, I was cold 
for about the first half mile. (Why can’t I find 
the new winter gloves I got for Christmas? I 
don’t know where the ones are I was given a 

year ago.)  

 

Although my mission was to think about 
newsletter topics, I found myself looking at 
roadside debris. (NO; I was NOT looking for 
an item for the White Elephant Exchange!) In 
the first mile I saw a McDonald’s® french-fry 
box, a White Castle® hamburger carton, a 
Jimmy John’s® sandwich wrapper and some 
cigarette butts. I’m wondering if there’s a re-
lationship between what people eat (fast-
food?) and litter. I know this 
is a small sample but maybe 
there are some things to be 
learned. In thinking about 
smoked and discarded ciga-
rettes; I’m wondering why 
the litterers don’t or won’t 
use their car’s ashtray. I know cars don’t nor-
mally have cigarette lighters (yes, I know 
they do have accessory jacks where ciga-
rette lighters could plug in) but think they still 
have ashtrays – don’t they? I think I know 
what’s going on. IMHO, the folks who don’t 
use ashtrays don’t want to get their cars dirty 
and stinky. I can’t tell 

    Continued on page 5 
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 Thursday evenings: Eyeball 
QSO 

 February 9:  SARA meeting 
 March 9: SARA meeting 
 April 13: SARA meeting 

    OXB, continued from page 4 

 

you how many people I’ve seen – usually 
women – driving down the street with their 
hand out the window clutching a “heater.” I 
also saw a crumpled Camel® cigarette wrap-
per. Boy, you sure don’t see name-brand 
cigarette packs. (I bet this has a lot to do with 
the “price-value” relationship!) I wonder what 
ever happened to Lucky Strike® and Ches-
terfield® smokes? When was the last time 

anyone saw these?! 

 

After seeing a few more cigarette butts, a 
Pepsi® soda carton and a Michelob® Gold-
en Light beer can, my one hour, ~3 mile walk 
was over. (Where did the time go?) By the 
time I was back home, I had my gloves off, 
my coat was unzipped and my ear flaps were 
unflapped on top of my hat. Now for some 
exercise metrics! I didn’t tell you I wore my 
heart rate monitor. Besides knowing heart 
rate, it’s also useful determining calories 
burned. For you “numbers” folks, I burned 
740 calories. Based on the maximum pulse 
rate I observed (when walking fast, uphill) of 
130 bpm (beat per minute), I was at ~90% of 
the recommended maximum pulse rate for 
my age. On my Nordic Track® cross-country 
ski (torture) machine, I can hit ~150 bpm and 

burn ~1,200 calories in 65 minutes. 

 

OK, all this talk about fast-food, cigarettes, 
beer and working out reminds me of New 
Year resolutions. It’s no secret; many of us 
start the year off with great intentions. (I wish 
I had a nickel for every time I heard my fa-
ther-in-law say “The road to hell is paved 
with good intentions.”) I’m going to end my 
rambling this month with the postscript I 
wrote almost exactly a year ago. (If you don’t 
believe me, see my January 2012 column!) 
Thinking of today’s inspirational walk, and 

George’s passing – it seems appropriate.  

 

73 es CUL, 

Dave (WØOXB) 

 

P.S. The OXB 2012 (2013) Challenge 

I’ve talked and written about New Year Res-
olutions in the past. I’m not gonna bore you 
with a long list this time. What I offer is a sin-
gle idea, something we can all somehow 
focus on for 2012 (2013) – and maybe be-

yond.  

Make the most of each day and make 

each day count for something!   

  

Disclaimer 

The information contained in this column is subjective. 
It is for entertainment and educational purposes only 
and not warrantied for content, accuracy, or any other 
implied or explicit purpose; it may not apply to your 
situation. The author, publisher and distributor provide 
no warranty regarding the content or accuracy of this 
material. Neither the author nor publisher shall be lia-

ble for any stress, anxiety or misuse that may result. 

 

© 2013 WØOXB. All rights reserved. A single copy of this 
material may be reprinted for noncommercial, personal use 

only.  

OUTSIDE CLUB ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 January 26: SPRC Auction 

 February 16: St. Cloud      

Cabin   Fever      Reliever 

 Hamfest 
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contacted me by then regard-

ing 2013 membership, your 

email will be removed from the 

current member list. 

 

I would like to ask that any 

changes in license status, or 

contact information be sent to 

me, so that we can maintain an 

accurate roster. 

 

Shel Mann NØDRX 

SARA Trustee & Treasurer   

2013 Membership 
 

 

 

As we begin the New Year I wish 

to acknowledge and thank the 

following 54 members who are 

current for 2013, for their support 

of SARA: 

 
ABØXE, AD6QT, ADØCK, AEØSL, 

AGØH, K3SJW, KAØHYR, 

KBØOHI, KBØWRM, KC9GEJ, 

KCØOIO, KCØWOA, KDØASX, 

KDØHRM, KDØJDF, KDØJTG, 

KDØLPY, KDØOOZ, KDØOPB, 

KDØOTB, KDØRUI, KFØCI, KØBR, 

KØGCP, KØGPX, KØGW, KØHAS, 

KØNHI, N5JLZ, NØDRX, NØDXH, 

NØGRM, NØMR, NØODK, 

NØUHR, VE3MXJ, VE3XT, W9LHG, 

WAØTDA, WB9OKQ, WB9YUI, 

WBØMOA, WØDIK, WØELC, 

WØGAF, WØOXB, WØTBC, 

WØWTP, WØWVO, ACØX, KØ-

ANA, KB9WTB, W7HQQ and 

Mayor Rudy Rodriguez. 

 

Members, who were current for 

2012, but not current for 2013, 

will remain on the SARA email list 

until the January 12th Monthly 

Meeting. If you are not on the 

above list, or have not           

SARA Needs YOU! 

Get involved ... 

Make a difference ... 

Have  fun! 

For Sale 

I have for sale an oxy/acetylene setup that has 

less than 2 hours use on it! 

Items included: 

1- 150 cubic ft. acetylene tank 

1- 124 cubic ft. oxygen tank 

1 - 3.5 ft heavy duty tank cart - 2 wheeler style 

1 - Victor Super range 2 - gauge and torch set 

with metal carrying case 

plus assorted tips and other hardware. 

All items are in perfect condition! One owner, 

new in April, 2007. 

Asking $500 cash for the entire setup to SARA 

members 

 

73, 

Jimbo  WØELC 
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Born in January of 1958, I spent my childhood grow-
ing up in south Minneapolis –spending summers at 
the family cabin just south of Motley Minnesota.  I 
had limited exposure to amateur radio in my early 
years; as such my interests were towards Electron-
ics, radio controlled model aircraft and photog-
raphy.  I was a member of Twin Cities Radio Club 
and a photographer for the high school yearbook 
while a teenager. 
  
My first job after college was as a technician working 
for MTS in Eden Prairie.  There I was introduced to 
micro-controllers, their integration into designs and 
their programming.  My first four-bit micro was the 
Intel 4004.  The programmer was a bank of switches 
(addresses, data, R/W and clock) Coding was done 
in binary on paper and checked off when toggled into 
the CPU.  After MTS I worked at several other com-

panies: Anderson Cornelius, MCT, Atrium, Silent Knight and Honeywell.  Honeywell is my cur-
rently employer, who acquired Silent Knight in 2000. 
  
While working at MTS I was fully introduced to the amateur radio hobby.  At the urging of cou-
ple of ham engineers, I received my license (technician) in 1985.  Within a year I had upgraded 
to Advanced.  We had a great time building up circuits in the lab and bringing them home to 
play with on the weekend.  We messed around with RTTY, SSTV, Packet, filters – can’t re-
member them all.  One of the guys I still chat with a few times a month on 2 meters – Brian 
W0FL.  We played around for several years – I even started working on my Extra when the 
company floundered and we went our separate ways. 
  
My Wife Tracy and I were married in August of 1982.  In January of 1990 we moved 
to Stillwater Township, where we raised our family; Trisha (1986) and Peter (1988).  With a 
new home, family and the split-up of the gang, I packed up the tower (hauled from our first 
QTH), antenna and gear.  I eventually sold the tower and antenna – but kept the radio for next 
twenty years.  From time to time I would pull it out, throw up a dipole and look to see what was 
going on.  But time and money were allocated else ware and the radio was put back into moth-
balls. 
  
While my kids grew up I found myself coaching sports, including basketball and soccer.  I was 
committee chair for Stillwater troop 125 for a few years as well as advancement coordina-
tor.  Trisha was involved in Pony club, here I found myself pulling a horse trailer around the 
state with other moms and dads with daughters in the club. 

  
During Thanksgiving 2011, I was rummaging through my books and papers in the shop when I 

BIO – Peter Howard NØGRM 
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ran into the Extra Class manual from 1987.  Remembering how close I was just before 
my son was born; I made up my mind to give it another go.  There was a bit of remedi-
al work, but I studied for and passed the test in January – the FCC updated to Extra on 
my birthday. 
  
I’ve since replaced all of the equipment I and back in the 80’s, including the tower and 
beam.  I enjoy all communication modes, but have a fondness for CW via my Vibroplex 
bug.  I’ve especially enjoyed the rag-chews on 160 and the guys from SARA. 
  
Tracy and I still live in our home north of Stillwater with our two chocolate labs, Duke 
and Chance.  My daughter Trisha lives in Minneapolis, working as web developer and 
my son Peter is out in Ithaca New York, working in a genetics lab.  I continue to build 
and fly model airplanes and I’m a member of the Stillwater Sodbuster RC 
club.  Tracy loves to ride – boarding her horse down the road at a nearby stable.    
  
I have a few more years of work ahead of me.  I now manage the Honeywell R&D lab 
in Maple Grove.  There we design fire detection and mass communication equipment 
under the Silent Knight brand.  Look for the name on the fire panel; pull stations or de-
tectors when you’re in a commercial building. 
  
I’ve got more to share, but it’s time to wrap this up – save those stories for on the air. 
  
73, 
Peter  NØGRM 

ON THE WATERFALL 

Digital Modes Report 

By Joe Heitzinger KCØOIO  

(DMC #05351, EPC #19663, 070 #1601) 

 

Greetings OM and YLs! Welcome to “ON THE WATERFALL.”  Drawing upon my experiences 

operating digital modes, primarily PSK at the moment; I will share lessons learned, resources, 

tips, tricks and tools through this column in the SARA newsletter. Consider it an expansion up-

on the Digital Modes presentation I did for the club meeting this past September.  

Where to start… mmmm?  Although I’ve had my ticket for just over 10 years, soundcard digital 

modes have become an interest to me only recently. I dabbled with PSK31 early on, then 

moved to other interests and returned to digital modes in the past year. After seeing Jeff 

KC0MKS and Michael KD0KYA’s Digital Modes presentation at Split Rock in 2011, and acquir-

ing a SignaLink USB interface, I dove into operating digital modes with purpose. I’ve even 

started keeping a logbook for my HF contacts and chasing DX! 
Continued on page 8 
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Experiences, you ask? I’ve had fun with PSK since Feb 18 2012, the first PSK contact in the 

logbook (WA7HDZ). Since November, I’ve been getting on the air as much as I can, usually 

early Saturday and Sunday mornings. On Jan 5 2013, I participated in PSKFest, my first 

“contest”, sponsored by the PODXS 070 Club. Over the course of about 5 hours scattered 

throughout the day (still had things to do around the house) I more than doubled the number of 

contacts in my logbook by adding 93 new contacts made during the contest.  I don’t think I’ll be 

able to “double” the count in the logbook again! It was great operating. I did some search and 

pounce, but the major portion of my contacts were made by parking and call CQ PSKFest.  

What’s with all the numbers? There are several clubs dedicated to digital modes or PSK inter-
ests. I am a member of the Digital Modes Club (http://www.digital-modes-club.org/index.php/
en)  DMC  #05351, the European PSK Club (http://eu.srars.org/) EPC #19663, and the 
PODXS 070 Club (http://www.podxs070.com/) 070 #1601. Check them out if you are interest-
ed. Each of them has different focus, all of them sponsor awards, endorsements and contests/

events. And they are all free! 

SARA has been facilitating a 2M PSK125 net throughout this past fall. That net has been 

placed on indefinite hiatus due to a number of reasons. For 2013, SARA is planning to estab-

lish a HF PSK net. By the time you read this, we’ll be have tested 15 meters to see if it is usa-

ble for our members as a net location. Watch for more news on this developing project. 

In the future, I’ll try to cover a number of topics relating to soundcard digital modes. Next 

month, software (HRD + DM780 and FLDIGI) 

Until then, 73 and cu agn on the waterfall de KCØOIO cl 

http://www.digital-modes-club.org/index.php/en
http://www.digital-modes-club.org/index.php/en
http://eu.srars.org/
http://www.podxs070.com/
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 Astron Power Supply Repair 
 

Recently I had the opportunity to 
try to repair an Astron RS-35M for 
Keith Miller, AGØH. He said the 
supply had suffered from a light-
ning strike a few years before. 
 
The power supply’s switch would 
light up when AC power was sup-
plied to it, but there was no output 

power. I removed the pass transistors on the rear heat sink, tested each 

and found that all of them were defective. 
Research on the internet told me that the pass transistors are linked to the 
LM723 voltage regulator IC and that the IC was also probably defective.  
 
I ordered new 2N3771 NPN transistors (common on all Astron RS series 
supplies (20AMP-70 AMP)) and a new LM723 Regulator IC which is also 
common in all the RS series units. It only took a day to get them from Digi-
Key Corp out of Thief River Falls, MN! 
 
I replaced the pass transistors, making sure to use heat sink compound on 
the Mylar film insulators to help the transfer of heat. I then inserted the 
new regulator IC, MAKING SURE I was properly grounded but also mak-
ing sure the supply was NOT GROUNDED! 
 
I then powered the unit up and the DC volt meter showed around 14 VDC. 
The amp meter didn't show any deflection when testing the supply using a 
2-meter mobile transceiver.   I was able to get the amp meter functioning 
by repairing a cold solder joint on the feed wire to the meter from the pass 
transistor circuit! 
 
Keith's power supply is now working good as new! 
 
73, 
 
Jim Feesl - WØELC 
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My dipole has me working the world! 
 

By Jim Feesl - WØELC  

 
I have been an amateur radio operator 
for almost thirty years, and in that time 
I've experimented with and also pur-
chased many HF antennas. Most of 
them worked as advertised, covering 
some of the bands but not all able to 
cover 160 Meters thru 10 Meters in a 
single array. This article will describe 
how my new Center Fed Zepp antenna 
covers all the bands and has me 
"working the world"! 
 
 
I have been as active on the air as my 
condition will permit since injuring my back in September of 2011. I had an old 
Shakespeare Super big stick which got me on 10 meters to start with. It didn't take 
long before I was looking for an antenna to get on the other HF bands. Next to go up 
in the air in place of the big stick was a Comet CHA-250B vertical. This antenna re-
quired no radials and has no wind load area to speak of. The SWR is below 1:5:1 
across the entire 3.5-5.7 MHZ spectrum! 
The problem with this antenna was that it had almost NO gain to speak of. That left 
me hearing stations that couldn’t copy me! 
 

So, I sold the Comet and 
replaced it with a Cush 
Craft R-8 Vertical. THIS an-
tenna has the gain needed 
to work those weak signal 
contacts but the drawbacks 
were that the upper third of 
the antenna needs to be 
guyed (the total antenna 

Dave, WØOXB,  does the prep 

work on the center insulator of  

an “OXB Special” antenna to 

be installed at a SARA mem-

ber’s QTH.  No half measures 

here - these antennas go up 

and stay up! 
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length is over 27ft!)...There was also an issue with working horizontally polarized sta-
tions with a vertically polarized R-8. 
  
About this time I was introduced to Dave Glas, WØOXB with the Stillwater Amateur 
Radio Association (SARA).  He invited me to one of their "eyeball QSO' meetings at 
the Stillwater Library. I thoroughly enjoyed hearing about an antenna which many at 
the meeting were using. The antenna is a Center Fed Zepp, modified by Dave to fit in 
almost any city lot or vast expanse of acreage, depending on where they lived!  

 
Dave came over to my QTH a few 
days later and measured my lot. He 
determined that a 220 foot antenna 
would fit nicely between the tree in my 
front yard and my tree in the back 
yard. He sent out an email to the 
SARA members advising them that the 
club was activating their MAP pro-

gram, which stands for "Member Assistance Program". Before long there was 5 to 6 
SARA members signed up to come over and help. On the antenna installation day we 
had good weather and the antenna was soon up and ready to operate! 
 
This dipole requires the use of an antenna tuner, as it is center fed with 450 ohm lad-
der line to a W9INN balun.  A short length of RG-8 Coax from the balun to the tuner 
rounds out the configuration. 
 
With the assistance of a MFJ-259 Antenna Analyzer, Dave made up a chart of reso-
nant frequencies for me to preset my tuner for quick band changes.  
 
One of the best features of a Center Fed Zepp antenna is the multi band capability. It 
will tune to an SWR of 1:1 with the tuner and makes working all the HF bands a 
breeze! I have 5 countries worked so far and 50 stateside contacts with more being 
added every day! 
 
So, get SOME sort of antenna up to listen to the world on the HF bands!  If you have 
the space, consider putting up a Center Fed Zepp like mine! 
 
73, 
 
Jim Feesl - WØELC  
 

The 450 ohm ladderline is  

secured to the center insulator 

with a strain relief loop.   
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Thank you to all of our volunteers who help SARA  
during special events, serve as club officers, present 
programs, work on projects like the constitution and 

nonprofit status, maintain and host our repeater,  
manage the website, edit the newsletter,  

and help in so many ways.  

We couldn’t do it without you! 

 


