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Announcements 

 

 

SARA Nets & Roundtables 

HF Phone Roundtable Daily except 

Tuesday & Thursday @ 20:00 Local on 

1.902 MHz± with alternate 1.955 MHz. 

SARA Repeater Weekly Net Wednesday 

9:00 PM Local WØJH Repeater 147.060 

+114.8  

HF RVSSN CW Tuesday 19:00 Local  

3572 KHz +/- QRM  

Handiham  Nets 

VHF/UHF Daily 11:00 Local on the NØBVE 

Repeater 145.450- & 444.65- ( 114.8), 

Echolink HANDIHAM Node 494492.  Also: I 

IRLP Node 9008 & WIRES #1427.  NCS 

varies.  Sunday session is trivia net. 

HF CW Friday 08:00 CST, 7.112 MHz 

informal slow speed CW Net.  

W8IRT NCS. 

  

Monthly Meeting  
Saturday 14 January 

Boutwells Landing  

Auditorium A 
 

 Election of officers 

 ARRL Update &  DIY  
Video + discussion  

 Pre-meeting Breakfast &  
Coffee  -  7:30 at Joseph’s 
Restaurant.  Everyone  
welcome.  

S.A.R.A. is a proud affiliate of the Courage Center Handiham System 

Program: DIY Video and ARRL Update 

ARRL Minnesota Section Manager and 
SARA member Skip Jackson (KSØJ) is a 
man of many hats. Wearing a few different 
cravats, the Skipper plans to entertain  
attendees with some interesting things 
about Amateur Radio at the January 14 
meeting. He’s got lots of ham-related facts, 
figures and trends to talk about. If time  
permits, Skip will show a newly created 
ARRL video, “The DIY Magic of Amateur 
Radio.” (BTW: We understand Skip has 
upgraded his “overhead visuals” to MS 
PowerPoint from the former 3M™ overhead 
projector format!)    

My OO’s  report that there  

are no SARA members on 

the  naughty list.  Good job! 

John H. Thomas,W3FAF, Silent Key 

We were all saddened in November 

with the loss of our dear Friend John, 

W3FAF.  John was truly one of our very 

finest amateur radio people and long 

time supporter of the ARRL.  

John passed away in Sellersville, PA 

after fighting a serious illness for  

several years.  He was born in  

Bridgewater, PA in 1942 and was  

married to Saralyn (Sally) Kott for 43 

years.  John and Sally had two  

children.  John was with us here in  

Minnesota from 1992 until he moved 

back to his home state of Pennsylvania in 2010.   

John was fist licensed as WN3FAF in 1956 and started his  

volunteer efforts with the ARRL in 1959.  He served in many  

capacities over the years as Official Relay Continued on page 2 



2 

LETTER FROM THE PREZ  

January 2012 
 

Wow!  Where has the time flown?  As I write this 
(during the week before Christmas) all of us, I’m 
sure, have many things going on in their families 
and have been quite busy.  I hope you and 
yours had a very Merry Christmas and were 
able to share it with your family and friends.    
 
Our club is in better financial shape than it was 
last year at this time.  We’ve managed to build 
the ‘kitty’ and we hope to keep building it as we 
will need to replace a laptop or two for use later 
this year.  The past year went well, with various 
programs and activities that many of us enjoyed.    
We had planned to vote on a new Constitution 
this month but the Board decided to put it off for 
another month.  At the December meeting, Tom 
Voight NØUHR alerted us to several  
inconsistencies in the posted Constitution that 
needed attention.  That is somewhat distressing 
and frustrating as we are well aware of the fact 
that it will require 2/3 of our voting members to 
pass.  Given last year’s vote on revising the 
Constitution, we need to get out the word to our 
members to vote( in February) by returning your  
Constitution ballot.     
 
This is an extremely important issue as the  
Constitution as revised will allow us to finally 
apply to the IRS for 501C(3) non-profit status.  If 
you don’t know why we want to do that, please 
call me on the phone or write me via email and 
I’ll be happy to explain our motivation.   
 
January is Annual Meeting month and officer 
elections for the upcoming year will take place.  
All of your present officers have given the ‘nod’ 
that they will again serve for 2012.  That is,  
unless someone else would like to volunteer to 
‘steer’ the ship.   Please consider and run for 
one of the offices at the January meeting.  
Change is always good and promotes new  
ideas.   
 
Your Board has been at work in planning  
activities for 2012.  So far, you can look forward 
to two Special Event operations, two to three 
foxhunts, Field Day, monthly programs,  
Instructor led license classes and, of course, 

eyeball QSOs .  Keep on the lookout for new 
ideas as to programs and new activities and 
pass the information on to a Board member.  
We’ll do our best to make it happen! Happy 
New Year to all! 
 
73, 
Keith Miller – AGØH 

Station, OO 

and OOC, NTS participant for over fifty 

years and assistant to several Section Man-

agers in three sates.  John has been the 

recipient of the Hiram Percy Maxim Award 

on three occasions and most recently The 

George Hart Award in 2011. 

John was active in many radio clubs and 

held many offices.  He has published many 

articles and papers and has made count-

less presentations to clubs.   

John was an Electrical Engineer and also 

PhD in Physics from Drexel University and 

Lehigh University.  John was a vacuum  

scientist doing analytical work and was 

known world wide through his publications 

and teaching. 

John’s hobbies included both optical and 

radio astronomy, photography, sailing, 

Morse code, Morse code keys, and QRP 

operation.   He was a strong advocate of 

amateur radio and loved to teach new 

hams. 

L-R: John W3FAF, Skip KSØJ, Dick NØUC, 
John WØSEI at the Air Force Museum, 
Dayton 2007. Photos courtesy KSØJ.   

Memorials to ARRL Foundation. 

W3FAF continued from page 1 
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It’s the most wonderful time of the year. I don’t 

know if I should call it the year-end holidays to 

be politically correct or Christmas and New 

Year holidays, as most of us grew up calling it. 

In any case, it’s the time of year I find filled with 

family and friends, fun and even some  

frustration! 

Frustration 

I’m gonna get this outta the way right off the 

bat; this time of the year can be downright 

frustrating!! Since I usually start my shopping a 

day or two before Christmas, I bump into 

(literally!) a bunch of folks who are often in a 

hurry and a bit stressed out. Things they’re 

shopping for may be sold out, the wrong size or 

not to the shopper’s liking. Hey, whose problem 

is this?! I just hate it when someone runs a shop-

ping cart into the back of my heel(s), then 

keeps right on going. I often wonder what hap-

pened to the Christmas Spirit. (That kinda  

reminds me of the “What would Jesus do?” 

bumper sticker.) Can’t we all just get along 

with our shopping on Christmas Eve and be a 

bit cheerful – maybe even happy and civil – 

during this special, once a year event?! 

More Frustration 

I could go on about other things I find espe-

cially frustrating around this time of year, but 

think I’ll only mention two more; the first is the 

tamper-proof, indestructible packaging. Why 

in God’s green earth must companies use im-

mortal plastic packaging that is ultrasonically 

welded?! You can’t rip or pull it apart and it’s 

almost impossible to cut without a Sawzall™ 

electric saw. (Forget about using a household 

scissors; and be darn careful if you use a razor-

blade knife! If the blade slips, you’ll be spend-

ing part of the holidays in the hospital’s ER!!) 

The other thing that frustrates me is confusing/

complicated instructions. We all know (well, 

most of us OMs) that we will NEVER read the 

instructions. Yes, it could be a “guy thing” – but 

nonetheless instructions are hard to read and 

follow; even if we don’t look at them! I could 

show an example of a poorly written Chinese 

to English translation but I’m sure you know 

what I’m getting at. And, what’s with a one 

page instruction sheet that takes up 10 sheets of 

paper cuz there is need of nine languages plus 

English. On the other hand, I suppose each  

Rosetta Stone™ language kit should come with 

instructions in Sanskrit. 

Odd – Not Frustration 

The following statement is an exact copy of what 

appeared on some Christmas packaging. It has 

nothing to do with my frustrations above, I guess 

it’s just odd: “Northern Forest Canadian Garland, 

9’ x 8’ made in China.” Why are our northern 

neighbors allowing the Chinese to sell Canuck 

garland? Do you think it comes with lead at no 

additional charge?! Remember back in the 50s 

and 60s when we used to put sparkling icicles 

(tinsel) on our real Christmas trees? (NO, we did 

NOT call them Holiday Trees!!) I recall it was 

made of lead. Could this be an example of 

“what comes around goes around” and qualify 

as some sort of environmental alert?! (Note: As 

the Top Band Gang knows, referencing this old 

fashioned tinsel should certainly qualify for a  

Malarkey Award!) 

Family and Friends 

It’s a great time for folks coming together. 

Whether they are young or old, travelled near or 

far, if you’ve seen ‘em recently or not; it’s always 

nice to enjoy time with them! In my case, it’s the 

first Christmas spent with a brand-new, five year-

old grandson. He’s newly adopted by my son’s 

family – we all feel very blessed and fortunate! I 

know some of you have gone thru the adoption 

process and can relate to the lengthy, protract-

ed routine. As one of you told me some time 

ago, “When the paperwork about equals the 

weight of the child, the process is almost done!” 

Indeed, there’s much truth in this! 

Food 

If you’re like the rest of us, I bet you had some 

special food and snacks lying around the QTH 

that aren’t normally there. We got several 

“C.A.R.E.” packages from folks in Washington. 

(Extra points will be given to those who remem-

ber the origin of “C.A.R.E.” packages and know 

what the acronym means?!) I think my favorite 

meal is turkey and all the trimmings; yum yum. 

But, when all the added calories convert to add-

ed poundage on my body, it’s time to jump on 

the NordicTrack™ cross-country skier. (With or 

without snow, this “torture machine” burns calo-

ries like nobody’s business!)   

Faith 

Whether in a church, synagogue, mosque, home 

Continued on page 6 
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SARA Dues &  

Upcoming Elections  

When writing last month for 
inclusion in the newsletter, I 
included a list of the 48  
members who had paid 
2012 dues, and was  
soliciting others to do  
likewise.  As I am writing this on January 
1, 2012 to be able to be included in the 
January newsletter, we now have a total 
of 60 members for 2012.  This compares 
to 91 members at the end of 2011, so a 
third of our members have not yet  
renewed for the current year.  Of our  
present 60 members, 57 of them are  
voter eligible.  

Important change: The initial intent was 
to conduct our vote on a revised  
Constitution at the same time as the 
election of the officers at the January 
meeting.  Questions regarding the pro-
posed Constitution were raised at the 
last monthly meeting, which resulted in 
further revision, and in order to allow 
proper time for the entire membership to 
review it once again, the vote to either 
accept or reject the latest version has 
been postponed until February.  We still 
anticipate using an electronic voting  
process for those whom wish to use it, 
as well as in person voting at the  
February monthly meeting. 

Assuming the proposed Constitution is 
approved at the February meeting, we 
would then conduct a nomination and 
election at that meeting to fill the two di-
rector positions that would be created 
under that Constitution.   

As I am a candidate for one of the  
elected positions on the January ballot, I 
have removed myself from the election 
process and asked Dave WØOXB to 
conduct that election.  He may solicit 
help from any SARA member who is not 

a candidate, to assist him as he sees fit 
and electronic votes should go to  
whatever email address he specifies.  I 
have sent Dave a list of all 2012  
members who are eligible to vote, and ex-
pect he will be sending out the  
electronic ballot before you even read this 
in the newsletter.  I intend to pick up the 
voting process for the February  
election. 

Dues for 2012 are now due and  
obviously must be paid in order to be eligi-
ble to vote.  Current dues for each individ-
ual member, family member, and student 
member are $20.  Dues need to go to the 
Treasurer and may be paid in either cash 
or check made out to SARA, but please do 
not mail cash.   

We still have the associate membership 
class at $10 per year, but that class does 
not have voting privileges.   

73, 

Shel Mann NØDRX 
SARA Treasurer/Trustee 
1618 Pine St W 
Stillwater, MN 55082 

On our website 

www.radioham.org 

Our full-service website is a resource for  

current information, last-minute changes in 

meeting times and events, web-only  

stories, and archived news.  

 Review the latest meeting minutes and  

reports.  

 Access archived newsletters using the 

menu in the left sidebar.  
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As you can see, this  

newsletter is made up of 

member submissions, so get 

the lead out and send us 

your articles, stories, 

thoughts... 

February 2012 Signals Deadline:  

January 28, 2012 for publication the weekend 

of Feb. 4/5 2012.  (Meeting is Feb. 11, 2012.) 

   The electronic color code was devised by members 

of the Radio Manufacturers Assoc. in the 1920s.  The 

organization later joined the Electronic Industries Alli-

ance ( EIA ) and  the color code was issued as EIA 

RS279.  The colors are the 10 main subdivisions of the 

visible spectrum from black (no color) to White ( all 

colors).  The colors Gold & Silver were added to desig-

nate accuracy or tolerance. 

  The color code is applied to resistors, capacitors,  and 

inductors. Typically a resistor has 3, 4, or 5 color bands 

with 3 bands being the most common.  If you think of 

the groups of numbers as value with 3 or 4 bands and 

tolerance with 1 band remember that the value group 

will always be together and if there is a tolerance band 

it will be separated by a space.  The code is read by 

holding the resistor with the value group on the left. 

   On common (non-precision) resistors the value group 

consists of two number bands and a multiplier band.  In 

this example the first digit ( on left) is yellow which = 4 

followed by the second digit which is violet = 7.  the 

CIRCUIT QUIZ 

(What’s all this color code stuff anyway?) 

Black = Ø

Brown = 1

Red = 2

Orange = 3

Yellow = 4

Blue = 6

Green = 5

Violet = 7

Gray = 8

White = 9

Gold = ±5%
Silver = ±10%
None = ±20%

Value Tolerance

Black = ØBlack = Ø

Brown = 1Brown = 1

Red = 2Red = 2

Orange = 3Orange = 3

Yellow = 4Yellow = 4

Blue = 6Blue = 6

Green = 5Green = 5

Violet = 7Violet = 7

Gray = 8Gray = 8

White = 9White = 9

Gold = ±5%Gold = ±5%
Silver = ±10%Silver = ±10%
None = ±20%

Value Tolerance

First Digit or

Most Significant Digit

Yellow = 4

Second Digit or

Least Significant Digit

Violet = 7

Multiplier Digit or

Power of Ten Digit

Orange = 3 or 103 = 1000

Tolerance

Silver = 10%

47  X  1000 = 47,000 = 47K

First Digit or

Most Significant Digit

Yellow = 4

Second Digit or

Least Significant Digit

Violet = 7

Multiplier Digit or

Power of Ten Digit

Orange = 3 or 103 = 1000

Tolerance

Silver = 10%

47  X  1000 = 47,000 = 47K

two numbers are multiplied by the multiplier digit which in 

or example is orange = 3.  The multiplier is the exponent 

of the power of ten ( 103 = 1000) but it is easier to just add 

the number of zeros indicated by the digit or 3 zeros in 

the example. 

    The example has a tolerance band of silver which indi-

cates a ±10% allowable range in the actual value. The 

range would be ±(47000 x 10% = 4700) Ohms so we could 

expect any value between 47000 -  4700 = 42,300 Ohms 

and 47000 + 4700 = 51,700 Ohms. The range of values is 

evident in any catalog listing of resistors. For example a 

list of available 10% resistors will include the values of  33K, 

39K, 47K, 56K, 68K which are separated by the ±10% 

spread. 

OK, the quiz: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Q:    What would be the highest current that one 

should expect through the resistor? 

 

A. 12.5 ma 

B. 1.40 ma 

C. 1.25 ma 

D. 140 µa 

Answer on the next page.   

No peeking!  (TNX to K3PID) 

6.3 Volts6.3 Volts
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1.902 MHz (Plus or Minus a Few) 

The round-robin ragchew group that meets 

five nights a week on the Top Band has been 

doing some talking. Since it’s a ragchew and 

not a net, that’s what they do nightly from 

8:00 – 9:00 except Tuesdays and Thursdays. It 

seems hams in other parts of the country are 

getting on about the same time and same 

frequency – hence, QRM! The group consen-

sus is to try to stay near 1.902 MHz but folks 

wishing to participate should consider tuning 

up and down the band ~10 KHz (from ~1.892 

to ~1.912 MHz). A secondary/alternate fre-

quency of 1.963 MHz is being studied as a 

back-up frequency to QSY if the primary spot 

is unavailable. In the mean time, all who wish 

to “get on the payroll” are encouraged to 

use the big knob on the front of their rigs to 

tune around to find the group. (Note:  

Although many who participate in the  

ragchew are SARA members, club  

membership is not a requirement. All are  

welcome to join.) 

Answer to Circuit Quiz 

The correct answer is B of course 1.40 ma.  

The highest current will flow at the lowest  

resistance. The resistor is marked as green (5), 

blue (6) with red (2) zeros or 5600 Ohms. 

Since there is no tolerance band the  

tolerance is ±20%.  The lowest value is then 

5600 - (5600 x 0.2 ) or 5600 - 1120 = 4480 

Ohms. Using Ohms law,  I = E/R or  

I = 6.3/4480 = 0.00140 amps.    

QED 

or anywhere; it’s a 

great time to trust in and celebrate something 

bigger and more significant in our lives. Could 

there indeed be a meaning or plan to life, death 

and the universe?! Think about it.  

Fellowship 

In addition to family and friends, I think it’s well 

worth mentioning the good times we have with 

other, similar-minded people. Yes, as Amateur  

Radio operators, we have great opportunities to 

interact with each other in groups and clubs like 

SARA. We can do this at a variety of gatherings, 

such as: meetings, Eye Ball QSO Parties, Field Day, 

Special Events, and on-air QSOs to name a few 

examples. I’m wondering if YOU are getting – and 

giving – the most you can from your Amateur  

Radio fellowship. (Would it be appropriate here to 

remind folks it’s more blessed to give than to  

receive?!) 

So that’s it for my thoughts centering on the  

recent holiday season. I hope you aren’t offended 

by my ranting and rambling. I’m not sure, but think 

this is what I’m supposed to do. Heck, if I’ve given 

you something to think about; maybe I’ve  

accomplished something! 

In any case, I want to wish you and your family all 

the very best for 2012! 

73 es CUL, 

Dave (WØOXB) 

OXBism: The OXB 2012 Challenge 

I’ve talked and written about New Year Resolu-

tions in the past. I’m not gonna bore you with a 

long list this time. What I offer is a single idea, 

something we can all somehow focus on for 2012 

– and maybe beyond. Make the most of each day 

and make each day count for something!   

 

Disclaimer 

The information contained in this column is subjective. It 

is for entertainment and educational purposes only and 

not warrantied for content, accuracy, or any other im-

plied or explicit purpose; it may not apply to your situa-

tion. The author, publisher and distributor provide no 

warranty regarding the content or accuracy of this ma-

terial. Neither the author nor publisher shall be liable for 

any stress, anxiety or misuse that may result. 

© 2012 WØOXB. All rights reserved. A single copy of this 

material may be reprinted for noncommercial, personal 

use only.  

“OXB,” “OXBism,” “OXB Special,” “Counterpoise” and 

the “Counterpoise” logo are trademarks of WØOXB.  

  Did you know? 

  Over the years there have been many acronymic 

phrases used to remember the color code. Most are not 

suitable for publication but one that works is: 

 

Bad Booz Rots Our Young Gut But Vodka Goes Well  

OXB, continued from page 3 



The River Valley Slow Speed CW Net 

 Jan 14th - Election of officers for 2012 

 Jan 17th - Slow Speed CW Net 3.572 MHz 

 Jan 28th - Deadline for SIGNALS articles, Febru-

ary issue 

 Feb 11th - Regular SARA meeting  

RVSSN for January 2012    

Well I guess the 1.927 MHz frequency is  

probably out of reach for most would be  

participants. Stan AEØSL and I have had fun 

rag chewing on Tuesdays but it would be 

even more fun with a few more check-ins 

and Stan keeps trying to go 20 wpm when 

there is nobody else around....  I’ve been  

listening on  80 meters about 7:00 PM local 

and it seems to be fairly quiet both from QRN 

and QRM.  So Starting Tuesday January 17th I 

will call the net to order at 7:00 Local on 

3.572 ±QRM.  This frequency is open to Nov-

ice, Tech+, General, Advanced, & Extra class 

hams.  Remember, we will go sooo sloooow 

that you can look up the letters if you need 

to….. 

Mark your calendar: 

Jan 17th, 7:00 PM, 3.572 MHz, CW. 

73 & CUL 

K3PID NCS 

Special Event in White Rock, SD?! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maybe it’s déjà vu all over again but last  

October Dave (WØOXB), with his lovely XYL 

Shirley (aka WØOXB-1) visited White Rock to 

do some reconnoitering. After first discovering 

this QSO gem in the 1998, SARA has success-

fully conducted three subsequent special 

events at the edge of Minnesota and corners 

of South and North Dakota. According to 

Dave, “Major Rudy Rodriguez was on hand 

and excited to discuss possibilities for 2012. 

The huge cottonwood tree is still there and 

ready to anchor the center for our all-band 

antenna. The mayor has already given his 

approval for us to set up and operate from 

beautiful downtown Main Street. As usual, the 

mayor will give us the key to the city – if only 

he can locate it!” Dave went on to say, 

“There’s lots of planning, including SARA ap-

provals, needed but I’m very optimistic about 

this happening. I’m thinking of late spring or 

early summer for the event. Participation will 

likely be limited to ~12 operators, plus Mayor 

Rudy!” If you’re a SARA member and interest-

ed, let one of SARA’s officers and/or OXB 

Dave know.  

The center support for the OXB Special antenna.  

The squirrel at the top looks down and says, 

“Those guys look like ants way down there.” 
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SARA 

Needs 

YOU! 
 

Get involved, Make a Difference, 

Have  fun! 


